
t ion . The p r e s e n t a t i o n i s s imp le and c l e a r though s o m e w h a t b r ie f . 
Cer ta in ly , the r e a d e r with some knowledge of c o m p u t e r s would find 
this text an exce l l en t p r e p a r a t i o n for the a p p r e c i a t i o n of the contents of 
the Rev i sed R e p o r t on A L G O L . 

C. F r o e s e , Un ive r s i t y of B r i t i s h Columbia 

P r i n c i p l e s of A s t r o m e t r y (With Spec ia l E m p h a s i s on L o n g - F o c u s 
P h o t o g r a p h i c A s t r o m e t r y ) , by P e t e r van de K a m p . W . H . F r e e m a n 
and Company, 1967. ^ 6 . 5 0 . 

Th i s textbook i s an i n t roduc t ion to the b r a n c h of A s t r o n o m y which 
i s concerned with the m e a s u r e m e n t of s t e l l a r pos i t i ons and m o t i o n s . 
The f i r s t p a r t of the book conta ins a s u r v e y of s p h e r i c a l t r i g o n o m e t r y 
and c e l e s t i a l coord ina te s y s t e m s , and then d i s c u s s e s the effects of 
r e f r ac t i on , p r e c e s s i o n , s t e l l a r p a r a l l a x , a b e r r a t i o n , so l a r mo t ion and 
ga lac t i c r o t a t i o n . The second p a r t dea l s with the t echn iques involved 
in pho tography with a long-focus r e f r a c t o r , m e a s u r e m e n t of the p l a t e s 
and r educ t i on of the m e a s u r e m e n t s . Spec ia l a t ten t ion is given to the 
o b s e r v a t i o n s of b ina ry s t a r s and the d e t e r m i n a t i o n of the i r o rb i t s f r o m 
which va luab le i n fo rma t ion on s t e l l a r m a s s e s can be d e r i v e d . Of i n t e r e s t 
a l so i s the d i s c u s s i o n of the d e t e r m i n a t i o n of o r b i t s for u n s e e n c o m p a n 
ions of low m a s s , such as p o s s i b l e p l a n e t s . 

A m e l i a Wehlau, D e p a r t m e n t of A s t r o n o m y 
U n i v e r s i t y of W e s t e r n Onta r io 
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