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Politics: A Family Affair?
Beyond the idea of an “electoral path” to democracy and institutional 
changes put in place since the 1990s, we observe that there exists a familial 
logic underlying access to power positions and resources that remains at 
the heart of socio-historical trajectories of the State, modes of transfer 
of power, and the renewal of political figures in African societies. This 
issue proposes a re-reading of the relationships between family and politics 
by studying the family as a political space through complementary case 
 studies (Senegal, Guinea, Benin, Niger, Mali, Gabon, Angola, Zimbabwe) 
of the colonial period, post-Independence era, and the present. The twelve 
articles which comprise this issue explore family and kinship as a matrix 
of power organization in order to reflect on how kinship and heredity 
are invested as domains of political socialization and as resources in the 
competition for power. In this issue, we detail, in a reciprocal manner, 
how family is regulated by both social norms and codifications mandated 
by the political. These studies open up the field of a “politics of affects” 
on the African continent in order to investigate the emotional registers 
on which relationships of domination are expressed in African societies.
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The Annales only accept original and previously unpublished work, 
which can be submitted in French or English as well as Italian, 
German, or Spanish. All manuscripts are assessed by the editorial  
board within six months of reception and are also sent to two  
external specialists for peer review. The board can decide to accept 
a manuscript as it stands or subject to revision. They may also ask 
for a more substantially modified version that will pass through the 
evaluation process a second time, or refuse the article directly. 
Manuscripts should be sent to the address annales@ehess.fr in a 
format such as Word or Open Office (and not as a PDF). They must 
be accompanied by a title and an abstract of around 1,500 characters 
in both French and English. Maps, graphs, or figures should be  
submitted as separate files, in high definition and a size suitable 
to the format of the journal (170 mm × 240 mm). They must be 
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are asked to specify their institutional affiliation and their nationality.
The text must be double spaced and follow the recommendations 
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are limited to 100. Citations in foreign or ancient languages must be 
translated into either French or English, depending on the language 
of the article, with the original included in a footnote if necessary.
Please note that all accepted articles will be published in both French 
and English, in print and online. Authors will be put in contact with 
translators and are encouraged to work with our editors to establish 
high quality academic translations.
To this end, authors of accepted articles will be asked to furnish 
the original French or English citations from works first published 
in either language, or to provide references to canonical translations 
where they exist. They commit to providing a document indicating 
these alternative citations and references, as well as any necessary 
changes to proper nouns, etc., and their preferred translations of 
specific concepts or terminology used.
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