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Politics: A Family Affair?

Beyond the idea of an “electoral path” to democracy and institutional
changes put in place since the 1990s, we observe that there exists a familial
logic underlying access to power positions and resources that remains at
the heart of socio-historical trajectories of the State, modes of transfer
of power, and the renewal of political figures in African societies. This
issue proposes a re-reading of the relationships between family and politics
by studying the family as a political space through complementary case
studies (Senegal, Guinea, Benin, Niger, Mali, Gabon, Angola, Zimbabwe)
of the colonial period, post-Independence era, and the present. The twelve
articles which comprise this issue explore family and kinship as a matrix
of power organization in order to reflect on how kinship and heredity
are invested as domains of political socialization and as resources in the
competition for power. In this issue, we detail, in a reciprocal manner,
how family is regulated by both social norms and codifications mandated
by the political. These studies open up the field of a “politics of affects”
on the African continent in order to investigate the emotional registers
on which relationships of domination are expressed in African societies.
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It seems that every object and concept now has i
ssingy

its own archaeology. Moving away from its tradi- Qu’ est.

tional image among the general public, archaeol- qu'un faig

ogy has become a fashionable discipline capable arche'ol oqi

of taking in the most cutting-edge ideas from glque ?

philosophy, the social sciences and even artistic

performances. But do we know why one object
can be deemed archacological, and not another?
To better understand the specificity of the archae-
ological undertaking, Philippe Boissinot explores
how the basic entities of our world are brought
into the universe of the archaeological dig, with
its tools, features, sediment, stones, strata, skeletal
remains and so forth. The role of archaeologists is
to excavate and meticulously inventory so that a
new question—ultimately the only one that mat-
ters—can be asked: what happened here?
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collection, each dossier features:

= An editorial by author and

Dossier #20
The resilience of torture, from the
twelfth century to the present day

As tragically illustrated by the war in Syria, torbare continues to be used in
i ? i ition. But as

Bay have also shown, it is not th

of the Algerian war have raised awareness of this
subject in France and inspired work by specialists from various different fields,
with Bumercus works written cn the topic. Here we present a few examples of
thee debates and studiss that have characterized French academic research since
‘the 2000s.

Our selection:
Hamit Bozarslan, Carine Jallamion, Muriel Montagat.
And also Frangoise Sironi, Raphaélle Branche.

Carte blanche given to Julian Burnside.

journalist Olivier Postel-Vinay.

= Aselection of 3 journal articles, translated into English from the original French
and made available on Cairn International Edition for free.

= Aninterview with a scholar whose perspective on the topic transcends national

frontiers.

= Suggestions for further reading on the topic, on Cairn and elsewhere.

Cairn’s Monthly Dossiers are an opt-in only newsletter.
Sign up to receive the next issues at http://www.cairn-int.info/dossiers
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Philippe Cordez

Trésors, mémoire,

merveilles

Les objets des églises au Moyen Age

[Treasure, Memory, Wonder:
Church Objects in the Middle Ages]

Ecclesiastical objects have not always been
considered works of art. While they feature in
exhibitions as ars sacra, in reality this notion dates
back only to the 19th and 20th centuries and the
development of museums. As manifestations of
a Christian view of the world during the Middle
Ages, they became historical and museum objects
in the contemporary era. How did this shift occur
and under what circumstances? How have medi-
eval ecclesiastical objects themselves contributed
to determining later scientific and museological
practices? While offering a history of the notion
of “treasure” in Western Christianity and present-
ing the memorial aspect of ecclesiastical objects in
the Middle Ages, this study provides readers with
a veritable archaeology of current museographical
practices.

2016

Collection: “I’histoire et ses représentations” 11
ISBN 978-2-7132-2461-4

228 pages | €29.50

Trésor,

mémoijre,
merveilles

Les objers des dgtie gy Moyen Age

litéditions
EHESS

www.editions.ehess.fr

Sales in France

CDE (Centre de diffusion de I’édition)
17, rue de Tournon « 75006 Paris «
France - Tel.: +33 (0)1 44 41 1919
Fax: +33 (0)1 44 41 19 14

International Sales

Gallimard « 5, rue Gaston-Gallimard
75328 Paris Cedex 07 - France

Tel.: +33 (0)1 49 54 14 53

Fax: +33 (0)1 49 54 14 95
international@gallimard.fr

https://doi.org/10.1017/ahsse.2019.8 Published online by Cambridge University Press



https://doi.org/10.1017/ahsse.2019.8

Michel Naepels

Dans la détresse

Une anthropologie de la vulnérabilité

[In Distress: An Anthropology of Vulnerability]

Can the social sciences describe vulnerability?

To answer this question, Michel Naepels adopts
a pragmatic approach. Drawing on studies con-
ducted in conflict zones (especially in Congo and
New Caledonia) and providing anthropological, Michel Naepels

philosophical and literary interpretations, he Dans I5 détresse

Une a "thragalag;

examines the role of researchers and the nature # 8  wiberabiips
of the accounts elicited by them. For readers
wondering about the position of those who carry
out research in situations of distress, this essay
offers a new political anthropology of violence,
predation and capitalism. It seeks to connect the
exploitation of humans and the natural world
with self-construction, and to reflect sensitively,
with pain, despite it all.
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Recommendations for authors

The Annales only accept original and previously unpublished work,
which can be submitted in French or English as well as Italian,
German, or Spanish. All manuscripts are assessed by the editorial
board within six months of reception and are also sent to two
external specialists for peer review. T'he board can decide to accept
a manuscript as it stands or subject to revision. 'T'hey may also ask
for a more substantially modified version that will pass through the
evaluation process a second time, or refuse the article directly.

Manuscripts should be sent to the address annales@chess.fr in a
format such as Word or Open Office (and not as a PDF). They must
be accompanied by a title and an abstract of around 1,500 characters
in both French and English. Maps, graphs, or figures should be
submitted as separate files, in high definition and a size suitable
to the format of the journal (170 mm x 240 mm). They must be
accompanied by titles, captions, and a note of their sources. Authors
are asked to specify their institutional affiliation and their nationality.

The text must be double spaced and follow the recommendations
set out on the site http://annales.chess.fr/index.php?179. It must not
exceed 90,000 characters (including notes and spaces), and footnotes
are limited to 100. Citations in foreign or ancient languages must be
translated into either French or English, depending on the language
of the article, with the original included in a footnote if necessary.

Please note that all accepted articles will be published in both French
and English, in print and online. Authors will be put in contact with
translators and are encouraged to work with our editors to establish
high quality academic translations.

To this end, authors of accepted articles will be asked to furnish
the original French or English citations from works first published
in either language, or to provide references to canonical translations
where they exist. They commit to providing a document indicating
these alternative citations and references, as well as any necessary
changes to proper nouns, etc., and their preferred translations of
specific concepts or terminology used.
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