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enowned cardiac surgeons Jeffrey 

Jacobs, M.D., and Duke Cameron, 

M.D., of the Johns Hopkins All 

Children’s Heart Institute held an informal 

dinner conversation about the birth of 

pediatric heart surgery at the World 

Congress of Paediatric Cardiology & 

Cardiac Surgery. With a panel of 

international experts, they chronicled the 

first successful repair of tetralogy of Fallot, 

a devastating heart malformation once 

deemed universally fatal. They explored 

the development of the Blalock-Taussig 

shunt by Alfred Blalock, Helen Taussig, and 

Vivien Thomas at Johns Hopkins in 1944, 

known as the “Blue Baby” operation, which 

revolutionized the treatment of pediatric 

heart disease and ushered in a new era of 

cardiac surgery. They also reviewed the 

pathology, diagnosis, incidence, treatment 

and prognosis of tetralogy of Fallot.

From the 2013 World Congress of Paediatric
Cape Town, South Africa 

The Birth of Heart Surgery:
Lessons from the “Blue Baby” Operation

allkids.org/wcpccs

a Video Encore Presentation
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