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From Cambridge University Press:

T
Bernard J. Baars

Conscious experience is notoriously one of the most difficult and thorny subjects in psychological
science. Its study has been neglected for many years, because it was thought to be conceptually confusing,
and the relevant evidence was believed to be poor* This book suggests a way to specify reliable empirical
constraints on a theory of consciousness, by contrasting well-established conscious phenomena — e*go?

stimulus representations known to be attended, perceptual and informative — with closely comparable
unconscious ones -those that are pre-perceptual? unattended, or habituated. By focusing on clear and un-
disputed findings, Baars suggests that we can outline a large body of solid evidence, on which to build theory,,
Many findings converge to show that consciousness seems to reflect a basic architecture of the nervous
system — a "global workspace" in a distributed set of neural processors. This view helps to clarify many
difficult questions. Consciousness is, Baars concludes, an essential functional part of the nervous system, a
major biological fact, playing an indispensible roles in all psychological tasks.

"With this model, the author sweeps through dozens of phenomena that are well known to
students of sensation, perception, learning, abstraction, language, thinking, and problem-solving. In
each case he interprets the phenomenon in terms of the global workspace model and thus produces
an admirable piece of scholarship. Also commendable is his attempt ...to match the assumptions of
the model with the ... neurophysiology. Chapter 7, which rejuvenates William Jamesf ideomotor
theory of thought and action, is illustrative of the power implicit in the global workspace model Even
phenomena on social perception and self-image ... are interpretable within his framework. ...Bernard
Baars' A Cognitive Theory of Consciousness deserves to be read by many."

Ronald T. Kellogg in Contemporary Psychology (451 pp. 1989. ISBN 0-521-30133-5)
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An electronic "BIS of t ie Air" has been created under t ie sponsorsilp of t ie Science
Directorate of t ie American Psychological Association. PSYCOLOQUY Is an International,
interdisciplinary electronic forum for BBS-style "Scholarly Skywriting" and has already been
selected as one of t ie best new magazines of 199§ in t ie Library Journal's annual survey (by
Bill Katz9 April 15, 1991).

Authors are Invited to post to psyc@pucc.bitnet brief target articles (preferably not
longer than 50§ lines) reporting recent Ideas or iedings on whici you wisi to invite peer
feedback in the form of interactive "skywriting" discussion with t ie world psychological
community.

PSYCOLOQUY provides t te unique possibility of "test-piloting" material that may
eventually become a target article for open peer commentary In BBS. It also provides much
more rapid feedback than BBS can, and witi a global scope and interactiveness that no
other medium of sciolarSy communication can even begin to match*

All contributions are refereed by members of PSYCOLOQUY's Editorial Board,
wiich will cover all areas of psychology, neurosdence, behavioral biology, cognitive science
and related ields9 as BBS does. (Nominations for t ie Editorial Board are also invited.)

Subscription to PSYCOLOQUY is free, but you must have an electronic mail
("email") address. To subscribe^ seed t ie following one-line message to listserv@pucc.bitnet:
sub psyc Lastname Firstname
(substituting your last name and irst name), After signing on, post your submissions to
psyc@pucc.bitnet. PSYCOLOQUY can also be received on Usenet as sci.psychologydigest.
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