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Conquest of the
Kingdom of God

By JOHN OF THE ANGELS, O.F.M.

This work consists of a series of dialogues between a Franciscan
religious and his spiritual director on various questions concerning the
spiritual life. This particular form was adopted by the author in order
to make the book easier to read and to present the doctrine in a more
vivid fashion.

The theme of the work is taken from the words of Christ, to the
effect that the kingdom of God is within the very soul of the Christian.
Therefore, the soul that seeks perfection must rid itself of detachment
to all created things and empty itself of self so that God may dwell in
the soul as in His temple.

Fray John of the Angels speaks of the necessity of repentance and
the amendment of one's life as the first step toward the conquest
of the kingdom of God. He then treats of the four entrances to that
kingdom: humility, self-abnegation, suffering, and the passion and
death of Christ. This is followed by a discussion of the eleven enemies
who oppose the entry of the soul into the interior kingdom of God.
The last section of the book consists of a description of contemplative
prayer, introversion, and recollection.
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