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Cover   Polar bears historically accessed anthropogenic foods 
less commonly than black or brown bears, but their use of such 
resources is becoming a growing conservation and management 
issue across the Arctic. Six case studies illustrate how negative 
food-related interactions between people and polar bears 
can become either chronic or ephemeral and unpredictable. 
Attractants are an increasing problem, exacerbated by climate 
change-driven sea-ice losses that force polar bears to use 
terrestrial habitats more frequently and for longer periods. 
Efforts to reduce food conditioning in polar bears include 
attractant management, proactive planning and adequate 
resources for northern communities, to decrease conflicts and 
improve human safety. Polar bears must be denied access to 
anthropogenic food sources, to avoid food conditioning and to 
prevent human–polar bear conflict levels becoming worse. 
For further details, see pp. 425–434. 
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