

    
    

    



  Skip to main content


 Accessibility help


  
      
          
              We use cookies to distinguish you from other users and to provide you with a better experience on our websites. Close this message to accept cookies or find out how to manage your cookie settings.

          

          
              
                  
                  
                  [image: Close cookie message]
                  
              
          

      

  

  
  
  
    
      Login Alert

    

    
      
        
          

        

      

      
        Cancel

        
          Log in
        

      

      ×
    

  


    
        
            
                

            

        

        
            

            
                
            

        

        ×
    





      
        

        
      





    

    




    
        
            [image: ]
        

    


    
        
          
        
            
              
                	
	
                      [image: Cambridge Core Home]
                      Home
                    


        
                	Log in
	Register
	Browse subjects
	Publications
	Open research
	Services
	About Cambridge Core
	
                    
                    Cart
                    
                


                    
        
                      	
            
            Cart
            
        
	
	


        
                      	
                            Institution login
                          
	
	Register
	Log in
	
	
            
            Cart
            
        


                    

        
              
            

          

        
        
        
            


    
        
            
                
                    [image: Cambridge Core Home]
                    Home
                
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                  
                                  

                                  
                                  
                                

                                
                                                                  

                            

                            
                        

                    

                

            

        

    

    
        
          
        
            
              
                	
	
                      [image: Cambridge Core Home]
                      Home
                    


        
                	Log in
	Register
	Browse subjects
	Publications
	Open research
	Services
	About Cambridge Core
	
                    
                    Cart
                    
                


                    
        
                      	
            
            Cart
            
        
	
	


        
                      	
                            Institution login
                          
	
	Register
	Log in
	
	
            
            Cart
            
        


                    

        
              
            

          

        
        
        
            


    
        
        
        
        
                  

    




  









  
    Hostname: page-component-6b989bf9dc-g5k2d
    Total loading time: 0
    Render date: 2024-04-09T02:45:58.687Z
    Has data issue: false
    hasContentIssue false
  
  	Home 
	>Journals 
	>Behavioural Public Policy 
	>Volume 4 Issue 1 
	>Dynamic relationships between social norms and pro-environmental...



 	English
	
      Français
    





   [image: ] Behavioural Public Policy 
      

  Article contents
 	Abstract
	References




  Dynamic relationships between social norms and pro-environmental behavior: evidence from household recycling
      
      Published online by Cambridge University Press: 
      19 February 2018

    JOEL HUBER   ,
W. KIP VISCUSI    and
JASON BELL   
 
 
 [image: ] 
 



Show author details
     

 
 
	JOEL HUBER*
	Affiliation: Fuqua School of Business, Duke University, Durham, NC, USA
          



	W. KIP VISCUSI
	Affiliation: Vanderbilt University, Nashville, TN, USA
          



	JASON BELL
	Affiliation: Duke University, Durham, NC, USA
          



 	
      *
    
	*Correspondence to: Fuqua School of Business, Duke University, Durham, NC, USA. Email: joel.huber@duke.edu






 


    	Article
          
	Supplementary materials
          
	Metrics
          



 Article contents    	Abstract
	References


 Get access  [image: ] Share  

 [image: ] 

 [image: ] Cite  [image: ]Rights & Permissions
     [Opens in a new window]
 

 
  Abstract
  Social norms are strongly associated with pro-environmental behaviors, but the evolution and dynamic effects of norms are less well understood. This article builds on the distinction of norms being descriptive, characterizing what people actually do, or injunctive, characterizing what people should do. It identifies four categories of norms with the further distinction of whether the norms arise from the personal beliefs and actions or from the behaviors and judgments of others. The analysis uses five years of longitudinal US data that track household recycling and controls for household characteristics as well as differences in state recycling laws. The results extend previous research by showing that personal norms exhibit cascading dynamics in which norms encourage later changes in recycling, while recycling encourages later changes in personal norms. This mutual reinforcement implies that societal actions encouraging change in either personal norms or recycling will support growth in the other. Recognizing this interdependence can assist in the effective utilization of social norms as a behavioral policy instrument.
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