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Factory Girls
Women in the Thread Mills of Meiji Japan

E. Patricia Tsurumi

Put all your strength
into your work.
It's for yourself,
If s for your family,
If s for the country
of Japan.

-Silk Factory Song

Investigating the enormous contribution
made by female textile workers to early
industrialization in Meiji Japan, Patricia
Tsurumi vividly shows that through their
experiences as Japan's first modern factory
workers, these "factory girls" developed
goals and loyalties that shaped their distinct
group identity—an identity that played a
crucial role in the history of the Japanese
working class.

"There is no comparable comprehensive,
in-depth study of this topic in English—
other books on the economic growth of

Meiji Japan do not focus on the human side of the story as Patricia Tsurumi does.
She tells a riveting story....."
—Mikiso Hane, Knox College
Cloth: $29.95 ISBN 0-691-03138-X

Of Heretics and Martyrs
in Meyi Japan
Buddhism and Its Persecution
James Edward Ketelaar

How did Buddhism, so prominent in Japanese life for over a thousand years, become
the target of severe persecution in the social and political turmoil of the early Meiji era?
James Ketelaar elucidates not only the development of Buddhism in the late nineteenth
century but also the range of strategies by which the emerging Meiji state attempted to
produce orthodoxy and cultural hegemony.

This book demonstrates vividly the historically contingent and quite recent
appearance of categories such as 'Buddhism' and 'Shinto/... The work provides a
wealth of detail on the policies of both government and organized religion from the
late Tokugawa through the mid-Mexji period, illuminating not only the persecution of
Buddhism but the institutionalization of State Shinto with a thoroughness and insight
that nothing else in English approaches."
—/. Victor Koschmann, Cornell University
doth: $35.00 ISBN 0-691-05599-8
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