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Noteworthy Books

Oh, China!

Elementary Reader of Modern Chinese for Advanced Beginners

Chih-p’ing Chou, Perry Link, and Xuedong Wang

Oh, China! is a textbook for the growing number of advanced beginners who are studying Mandarin Chinese.
These are students who, usually because of their Chinese family backgrounds, can speak and understand elementary
Mandarin but cannot read or write well enough for an intermediate course. This book offers help with what they
most need: reading and writing, grammar, and achievement of standard pronunciation.

The content of the lessons has been chosen to appeal specifically to advanced beginners. Each lesson is given in
both traditional and simplified characters, and, for the first fifteen lessons, in hanyu pinyin as well. The lessons are
accompanied by vocabulary lists, grammar notes, usage exercises, and character stroke-order charts. The book begins
with a detailed chapter on foundation work in Mandarin pronunciation, complete with exercises. It concludes with a

complete Chinese-to-English vocabulary index.

Oh, China! is designed for a one year course at the college level and will prepare students to enter third-year
courses. The latest in a series of Chinese-language texts published by Princeton University Press, it will meet an
important and growing need in the teaching and study of Mandarin.

“Oh, China! is the first Chinese language textbook intended specifically for the teaching of modern
Mandarin to Chinese-American university students. It is written in easy and smooth language appropriate for
beginning readers. The notes in English are clear and easy to follow, and the exercises accurately target the
errors often committed by Chinese-American students due to interference from English grammar.”

—judy Z. Mu, Washington University in St. Louis
Paper $39.50 (two volumes) ISBN 0-691-05878-4

Rereading the
Stone

Desire and the Making of Fiction in
Dream of the Red Chamber

Anthony C. Yu

The eighteenth-century Hongloumeng, known in
English as Dream of the Red Chamber or The Story of the
Stone, is generally considered to be the greatest of
Chinese novels. In this path-breaking study, Anthony Yu
goes beyond the customary view of Hongloumeng as a
vivid reflection of late imperial Chinese culture by exam-
ining the novel as a story about fictive representation.

At the heart of Hongloumeng, Yu argues, is the nar-
ration of desire. According to Yu, this focalizing treat-
ment of desire may well be Hongloumeng’s most
distinctive accomplishment.

Spanning a wide range of comparative literary
sources, Yu creates a new conceptual framework in
which to reevaluate this masterpiece.

“A study of the very highest quality and value.
Anthony Yu breaks new ground on a number of topics
that are central to the interpretation of the novel and, in
numerous instances, to Chinese literature as a whole.
Rereading the Stone will establish itself as the single most
important work on the novel’s interpretation.”

—~Patrick Hanan, Harvard University
Cloth $55.00 ISBN 0-691-01561-9

S e~
Battling Western
Imperialism

Mao, Stalin, and the United States

Michael M. Sheng

One of the central issues in the study of the Chinese
Communist Party and its foreign policy is its relations
with Moscow. Was the CCP a Chinese nationalist party
antagonistic to an intrusive Soviet Union or was it rather
an internationalist party with ideological-political and
strategic-military ties to Moscow?

On the basis of extensive new information obtained
from recently available Chinese sources, Sheng demon-
strates that the foreign policy of the CCP under Mao
Zedong did, in fact, follow the directions recommended
by Joseph Stalin. Sheng has drawn on an unprecedented
collection of Chinese-language materials to make a pow-
erful new argument.

Cloth $39.95 ISBN 0-691-01635-6 Due January

Princeton University Press

AVAILABLE AT FINE BOOKSTORES OR DIRECTLY FROM THE PUBLISHER: 800-777-4726
VISIT OUR WEBSITE: PUP.PRINCETON.EDU
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