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It etait unefois un %gi SoCeit... from the Sun %ing to the. 'King Sun 

Au dix-septtime stick, lorsque Ce (Rpi devient Soled, un 
nouvel univers s 'organise autour de cet astre. On y connait 
des pla.ni.tes proches et influentes, qui sont tesfamiliers, Ces 
favorites, tetou telgrand precheuret mime queCques nobles, 
dont dfaut apprivoiser Ca Cumtire, pour C'attenuer et mime 
I'etouffer au contact d'un eclat superieur. 

Ces astres famUiers suivent un cours regit par une loi 
precise, et cette loi s 'appelle I'etiquette. On ne saurait s y 
soustraire, ni la briser, pas plus que les etoiCes nepeuvent liver 
d'independance. (Dupetit (ever au petit coucher, en passant 
par toutes les phases de Cajournee royaCe, les pCanetes intimes 
evoluent selon I'ordre fixe. Si par accident, ou par folk, une 
de ces pCanetes decidaitderompre cet ordre, elleseraitfrappee 
d'extinction, religuie par dicret dans un exilobscur, loin de 
toute lumiere. Cette disparition d'etoile est appelee une 
disgrace. 

Au-deQl des planetes proches, s 'organise un univers com
pliant, ou tout au mains unegalaxje, qu 'on appelle la cour. 
Un siege celeste nouveau a ite construit pour cettegalaxie. 
C'estle Chateau de 'Versailles, ou unegalerie desglaces 
multiplie les distances et chavire les perspectives. 

Cette galaxie, qui tourne autour d'un soled unique • 
parfaitement nommi monarque, c 'est-a-dire Ce seul - connait 
toutes Ces agitations physiques des corps celestes. On y est 
aspire par des tourbillons inexplicables, on yfroCe des cata-
cCysmes, des chutes, des vertiges, de soudaines elevations, on 
y voit des explosions sur la couronne du Soled, etces explo-
sions provoquent deprofondes brulures, des rages, desguerres 
et toutes sortes de soulevements. "En cherchant bien, dans les 
couloirs labyrinthiques, on pent aussi trouver des naines 
blanches, des geantes rouges, des quasi-stars et mime des 
pousstires interstellaires, qu'on remarque a peine, et qui 
portent pourtant le monde de demain. 

La loiglnirale est simple, et elle est de type centripete : 
toute la galaxie tendase rapprocherduSoled. L'apercevoir 
est un privilege, etre apercu par lui est un luxe- Qxtand d 
s 'arrete un instant danssa course pour vous dire un mot, c 'est 
le monde entierquis 'arrete, itonne, etvous etes alors dans un 
bonheurrareetsienviablequ'tfpeutdevenirdangereiPCjSices 
quelques mots deviennent une invitation, si vous etes adtnis 
a entrer en vrai contact avec le Soled, vous subissez une 
metamorphose, vous devenez une planetefamiltire, et votre 
vie change. 

In the seventeenth century, when "King becomes Sun, a 

new universe forms around this Star made up of nearby and 

influential Planets: family members and favourite women, 

famous preachers, and even a few noblemen, whose light 

must be tamed, dimmed or even smotheredby a brighter light. 

These familiar bodies follow a course ruled by an exacting 

law defining a solar system: a Court protocol by the name of 

"itiquette ". 'Hp one would avoid it or breakjt, any more than 

stars might dream of independence, from the "little rising" to 

the "little setting", passing through all phases of the royal 

day, the intimate (Planets must evolve in a set order. If, by 

accident or through madness, one of these 'Planets decides to 

breakjhis order, it is extinguished, sent by decree to some dark 

andremote exile light-years from the Sun. The disappearance 

of such a celestial body is then simply called a "disgrace". 

'Beyond the nearby (Planets exists a complicated universe, 

a Qalaxy, calledthe Court. A new seat has bun built to host 

this Cfolaxy.'Ihisis the ChateauofVersailles, where a Qallery 

of (Mirrors multiplies distances and distorts perspectives. 

This Qalaxg, revoCving around the one and only Sun 

(pointedly catled(Monarch, that is "the Only One"), is subjec t 

to the physical movements of all the celestial bodies. One is 

suckedin by mysterious whirlpools, another grazed by cata

clysms, vertiginous falls, sudden depths orrisings; explosions 

can be seen on the Sun's crown-corona, which cause severe 

bums, rages, wars, and all kinds of uprisings. If one were to 

peer closely into the Ch&teau 's labyrinth, one would also 

discover white dwarfs, red giants, quasi-stars, or even inter

stellar dust grains which nobody notices, i/ct which are the 

seeds of tomorrow's world. 

The expression of the general law is simple, and is centri

petal : the whole Qalaxy inclines ever closer to the Sun. To 

glance Him is a privilege, to be noticed by "Him is a favour. 

'When (He stops (His course to speak, to you, the whole world 

stops insurprise, andyoufindyourself overwhelmedby a rare 

happiness so enviable that it can become dangerous. If those 

few words become an invitation, if you are allowed into 

contactwith the Sun, you are suddenly turned into a familiar 

Planet and your life changes forever. 
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Ru-deCa memc de Ca cour, on peut dire que s 'etendent 
dautres espaces, d'autresgalaxies ptus obscures et de toute 
maniere mains inthessantes, quigravitent necessairement 
autourde t'astre central, mats en recoivent des rayons affai-
blis. Ce sont Us villes etCes campagnes de Jrance, CespeupCes, 
Ces corporations, Ces paysans, mais aussi (es pays grangers, 
C'Espagne, Ce Saint-Empire, C'HaCie, C'&ngCeterre, sans ou-
bder Ces terns immenses de C'Afrique oudu "Hpuveau Monde, 
oudespeupCes cCairement infirieurs se prostement devant un 
soCeiC frauduCewc, en tout cos devant un soCed purement 
physique, un soCeiCescCave et non pCus roi.' 

QutCquepartdC'Orient, dansC'Empire deCaChine, onsait 
qu'iCetfste un autre SoCeiC, dont Ce rayonnement ne peut etre 
nie, car tons Ces voyageurs C'attestent. iCse nomme C'Empereur 
de Chine, etCes terres qu 'dgouveme s appeCCent asset curieu-
sement (''Empire duMiihu. Le%giSoCedadaignireconnoitre 
C'existence de cet astre oriental. IC Cui a mime envoyi des 
atnbassadeursetdarecuCessiens. Onditcetastrepacifique, 
bien que son empire soit tourmente, comme tons Ces empires. 
On salt aussi qu 'en recevant un portrait equestre du "Roi 
d'Occident (car Ce SoCeiC fait du chevaC !), C'Empereur de 
Chine, peu habitue awc_ techniques picturaCes de C'Ouest et 
ignorant toutdeCa reCativite des representations, a demande: 
"'Mais pourquoi Ce Rpi-Soled, Corsqu 'd se presente a son 
peupCe, se fait-iCpeindre Ca moitie du visage en marron ?" 

'Beyond the Court-Galaxy lie other Spaces, other more 

obscure QOCOTCUS, cCeadyCess interesting but stiCCgravitating 

around the central Sun and irradiated by 96s weakening 

rays... These are not only the cities andregions offrance, its 

people, its corporations, its peasants, but also foreign coun

tries Spain, theJloly'Rgtnan Empire, Italy, "EngCand, not to 

mention the immensities of Africa or of the 'Hew "World, 

where cCearCy inferior people adore a fraudulent, pureCy 

physical Sun, a sCave of nature not a 'King... 

Somewhere towards the East, in China, resides another 

Sun, whose brightness cannot be denied, as returning travel

lers testify. "He is the Emperor of China, andhis landis called, 

oddly enough, the Middle Empire. The Sun 'King has con

descended to acknowledge the existence of this orientalSun. 

!He has even had ambassadors sent to him, and has received 

his. This other Sun is reputedly peaceful, although his empire 

is in upheaval as all empires are. Receiving as a present a 

painting of the Sun 'King on horseback,(since, like (Pegasus, 

the Sun rides), the Emperor of China, unaware of western 

painting technique and ignorant of reCativity, asks: e'Why, 

when showing himseCf to his peopCe, must theSun "King have 

half of his face painted brown ?» 

Jean-Claude Carriere 
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