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THE QUAESTIO AND THE TRACTATUS
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The volume presents the first critical edition of two works in which
Petrus Ioannis Olivi, a major apocalyptic thinker, reformer and spokes-
man of the spiritual Franciscans in the late thirteenth century, developed
his argument that usus pauper or restricted use of goods was an essential
element in the Franciscan vow and therefore had to be observed by all
brothers. These two works offer Olivi’s fullest defence of the thesis.

The Quaestio, probably written in late 1279, allows us to see the so-
called usus Pauper controversy at its earliest stage. Passages from the
Quaestio played a key role in Olivi’s censure and removal from his
teaching position in 1283.

The Tractatus, composed sometime between 1279 and 1285, offers
an equally important examination of the issue which complements rather
than repeats the one found in the Quaestio.

Despite the hostile reception Olivi’s works received in the 1280s,
his views continued to circulate and later formed the basis for the spiritual
Franciscan attack on leaders of the order at the Council of Vienne in 1312.
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