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IIASA Goes Global

The International Institute for Applied Systems Ana-
lysis (IIASA, of Laxenburg, Austria) is an inter-

disciplinary, nongovernmental research institution that is
sponsored by a consortium of National Member Organ-
izations in 17 nations. The Institute conducts international
and interdisciplinary scientific studies to provide timely
and relevant information and options, addressing critical
issues of global environmental, economic, and social,
changes, for the benefit of the public, the scientific
community, and national and international institutions. Its
research programme focuses on three central themes:
Global Environmental Change; Global Economic and
Technological Transitions; and Systems Methods for the
Analysis of Global Issues.

The establishment of a new North-South Fund has
been announced by Dr Peter E. de Janosi, Director of
IIASA. The Fund is intended to increase the involvement
of scientists from the developing world in the research
work carried out at IIASA. Although founded as an East-
West Institute, IIASA has, since its inception in 1972, also
worked on international and global problems; indeed,
with the end of the Cold War, the Institute's agenda has
focused on problems of global change. This fact was
recognized in the awarding of a two-years' grant by the
Rockefeller Foundation of New York, beginning in May
1994. This grant provides the seed money for IIASA's
North-South Fund, which is expected to be supplemented
from other sources.

The Institute's current agenda calls for the study of
human, environmental, and economic, dimensions of glo-
bal change. This includes the less-industrialized countries
of the Southern hemisphere, many of which are striving to
meet development goals in the face of mounting urban
pressures, population growth, rapid social change, and
widespread environmental constraints.

'There is a clear need for the perspective and inputs of
researchers from the South in the study of solutions to the
global problems that IIASA now addresses', says Dr de
Janosi. 'Most of the projects at the Institute already have
excellent connections world-wide, so we expect no diffi-
culty in locating and recruiting the talent that is available',
he adds. The establishment of the North-South Fund,
which effectively begins with this grant from the
Rockefeller Foundation, will ensure financial support for
selected scholars from developing countries to work at
IIASA. The inclusion of a North-South view will expand
IIASA's horizons without detracting from its traditional
East-West connections and perspectives.
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The Almeria Statement on Desertification and Migration

We must protect the land that feeds us. Following
upon the United Nations Conference on Environ-

ment and Development, held in Rio de Janeiro in June
1992, and based on recommendations contained in
Agenda 21, particularly its Chapter 12 on 'Managing fra-
gile ecosystems: combating desertification and drought',
the General Assembly of the United Nations decided to
establish an Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee
for the Elaboration of an International Convention to

* Emanating from the International Symposium on Desert-
ification and Migration, held in Almeria, Spain, during 9-11
February 1994, as reported on pages 85-6 of our preceding issue by
Dr Arthur H. Westing who communicated this statement. — Ed.

Combat Desertification in those countries experiencing
serious drought and/or desertification, particularly in
Africa [Res. 47/188, 22 Dec. '92].

Desertification is a global phenomenon, affecting all
continents, engendering cross-boundary and transcon-
tinental migrations, and forcing people in vulnerable areas
[that have been] marginalized by poverty and ecological
degradation, to look for better living opportunities in
cities, other regions, or other countries, where further
strains on the natural and social environments are apt to
occur.

We must face the issues confronting the people who
inhabit affected arid lands. The General Assembly of the
United Nations called for an International Conference on
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