
T - M - C - A S S E R P R E S S

THE HAGUE - THE NETHERLANDS

PROFESSIONAL SPORT IN THE EUROPEAN UNION:

Regulation and Re-regulation

Edited by Andrew Caiger and Simon Gardiner

This book comes at a critical time for the fu-

ture development of sports law. Sport is be-

coming increasingly commercialised and

commodified and, presently, sports business

accounts for around three per cent of world

economic activity. Its regulation, however,

is fragmentary and it is difficult to delineate

issues of pure sport and issues of business.

In several contributions, eminent sports law

scholars examine the interface between

sport, business and policy. They analyze how

law regulates sport and sports business and

demonstrate the need to redefine the frontier

between 'Sporting' rules and regulations and

legal regulation. It is suggested that sporting

bodies and associations have a significant

role to play in shaping the contours of this

frontier. It is also suggested that there is suffi-

cient clarity in EU polity, which allows

sports associations to become proactive in

their own re-regulation.

In their Postscript the editors summarize the

contents of the book and draw final conclu-

sions. The accessibility of the contributions is

facilitated by a Table of Cases and an Index.

Professional Sport in the European Union: Regu-

lation and Re-regulation engages the debate

concerning how best sport can be re-regu-

lated in the 21 st century and represents a sig-

nificant contribution to the recognition of a

Lex Sportiva.

Andrew Caiger and Simon Gardiner, are both con-

nected to the International Sports Law Centre of

Anglia Polytechnic University, Chelmsford,

United Kingdom.
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THE EUROPEAN UNION AND

THE INTERNATIONAL LEGAL ORDER:

Discord or Harmony?
Editor: Vincent Kronenberger (with a Foreword by PaulJ.G. Kapteyn)

Although changing, the relationship be-
tween the European Union and international
law has not given rise to many publications.
Important practical and theoretical issues re-
main to be explored and discussed in respect
of the so-called three pillars of the European
Union (European Communities, Common
Foreign and Security Policy, Police and Judi-
cial Co-operation in criminal matters) in re-
lation to international law. One way to do so
is to establish a dialogue between EU lawyers
and international lawyers, in order to further
focus on the relationship between EU and
international law. Tlte European Union and the

International Legal Order: Discord or Harmony?

aims to contribute to this dialogue.
In practical examples, developed in 2$ origi-
nal essays written by both practitioners and
scholars from European institutions and uni-
versities, this book seeks to stimulate the dis-
cussion on relations and conflicts between
the EU and international legal orders. Cur-
rent issues are addressed, such as:
— the suspension of rights of Member States

in international organisations;

— the definition of the precautionary
principle under WTO and EC law;

— the UN Convention against transnational
organised crime, and the participation of
theEU;

— theEU and its involvement in
international humanitarian law;

— the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights
related to international instruments.

Vincent Kronenberger, a French Doctor of Law, is

an Officer at the EFT A Surveillance Authority in

Brussels.
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The Role of Public Interest in Competition Analysis

Ingrid Nitsche

Ever-deepening and widening European eco-

nomic integration as well as the changing na-

ture and role ofEuropean broadcast media have

forced attention on the role and regulation of

broadcasters in the European market. Tensions

have arisen between the media's traditional role

in preserving national culture and identity and
its new role in promoting a European identity,

underpinning economic integration and com-

plementing the achievements of the free mar-

ket. The increasing commercialisation of what

was traditionally viewed as a public service has

generated a debate on the application of compe-

tition law to European broadcasting. Content

regulation and a corporatist broadcasting struc-

ture have traditionally prevailed against a more

market-oriented approach. Many states thus

view with suspicion the qualification of televi-

sion broadcasting as a service within the mean-

ing of the EU Treaty and the application to it of

competition law and state aid rules.

Broadcasting in the European Union: The Role of

Public Interest in Competition Analysis explores

whether and to what extent EC Competition

law promotes media pluralism and how broad-

casting's public service and commercial inter-

ests can be reconciled in Europe, where public

and economic competition have traditionally

been denned as distinct concepts. It employs a

multi-disciplinary approach to identify how the

term 'public interest' is used by different actors.

Publicists, it is believed, compete on words, not

on products or prices. Against the background

of increased commercialisation, this book takes

a different point of view. It identifies how EC

law and the case law of the European Courts

balance public interest considerations with eco-

nomic competition on media markets. The

work contrasts various policy options and ex-

amines issues from EC merger control to the

marketing of sports rights.

Addressed to lawyers, economists and busi-

nesses dealing with EC broadcasting regula-

tions, this book offers the first comprehensive

application of competition analysis to European

broadcasting and is essential reading for anyone

seeking to understand the challenges facing Eu-

ropean broadcasters as they seek to redefine

their role in an open market while at the same

time retaining their public interest function.

Ingrid Nitsche is presently working as a Researcher on

multimedia issues at the German Monopolies Com-

mission in Bonn. Tltis book is based on research con-

ducted at the University of Vienna, with theEC

Commission in Brussels and at the T.M. C. Asser

Institute in Tlie Hague.
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