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a new collection, but in reality an addition to an old collection of hl:
retreat conferences and sermons. It is fourteen years since _Fat‘“
Vincent’s death, but those who were privileged to know him ¢
hear his voice again by reading this new series, for the style is of S}’F‘*‘k1ng
and not of writing; therefore it is much more really Father Vmccﬂa;
For those who never knew him there is much here to ponder. |
was the original intention. The words were spoken to be pOnd§rit
upon during a retreat. Not pleasant sentimental sermons as 5
possibly by suggested by the collection title, but strong theolog
strongly taught. The sayings of our Lord are the stars of comforts 32&
often enough it is a very different comfort that the worldly—mm11
would expect. The conferences are not in ordered series as he preac .ce
them. They are taken from a variety of times and places. The comP de
has introduced an attractive order by grouping similar subjects ¥%
main headings—God’s call, the way, the means, principles of e
spiritual life, etc. One may dip here and there, begin the book atﬁnd
end, or even break into the middle of a conference and s st
purposeful teaching and useful advice. Father Vincent’s thought mc
have been logical and consecutive, but it is often hard to see the argli;lc
line of demonstration, a fact which can be ascertained in other ﬂotace
preachings which have afterwards been set down. The time, the placs
the hearers might provide the explanation of the apparent gaPS'h 0
all that, no one will complain, because all will be grateful enovs
hear Father Vincent’s voice again.
DoNALD ProupmaN, 0%

THE STORY OF A SouL. The Autobiography of St Thérése of L1slfff‘2’;’
Edited by Mother Agnes of Jesus. Translated, with a critical Pre?
by Michael Day, Cong. ORrAT. (Burns and Oates; 2s. 6d.) by
Fr Michael Day’s translation of St Thérése of Lisieux’s autoblograpthc

is already well known. This third edition, remarkably cheap for il

present day, is to be welcomed, except perhaps for the rather 4“_:3 at

picture on the cover. Fr Day has written a new Preface, expl.a 5608

some length the history of the original manuscripts and of their € While

after the saint’s death by her elder sister, Mother Agnes of Jesus- Jited

holding that it would have been impossible to publish the ure™ 'y

originals at that time, he admits that Mother Agnes, in carry®8 “,

her sister’s wishes, did not, in her manner of doing so, Confomzcn
certain generally recognized literary standards. Now that the rf o it
publication of the original manuscripts makes comparison pOsslb orid

is a matter of regret’, says Fr Day, ‘that the exact nature of the ¢ i

work carried out by Mother Agnes was not made clear whe?

edition was first published.’
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T_his translation, in good, readable English, should do much to dispel

¢ Wusion of theLittle Flower’ as a deplorable example of insipid and
il sentimentality. Behind the girlish ‘prettiness’ there is real
¢ simplicity joined to a wisdom and understanding beyond her
Her strength of character and heroic courage brought her in a
st Short time to an astonishing spiritual maturity that bears the
?}E of authentic sanctity. .
S Cheap edition should help to make the saint more fully and
Ore widely understood.

Years,

LS.

Treamsss o THE SeiriTuaL Lire. By St Vincent Ferrer, o.p.; with
3 ““Mmmentary by Ven. Mother Julienne Morrell, 0.». Translated by
the.DOminican’ Nuns, Corpus Christi Monastery, Memlo Park,

Ca}.lfornia. (Blackfriars Publications, London; 12s. 6d.) .
tora volume is not one book but two. These two books are linked
88ther, for Mother Juliana Morell was commenting on the well-
W treatise of St Vincent Ferrer. Nevertheless one realizes very
3::: Kly that there is a great difference btztwccn them. While it is true
clearlthe Treatise is ‘full of virile piety’ (p. 7), the Commentary is
Mothy the product of a female mind. It is not wanting in ‘learning’;
gath ¢t Juliana read the writings of many Fathers of the Church and
ut ¢red from them interesting and useful quotations, but they are
Q *ogether in a mechanical and unimaginative way. Moreover the
Ctary bears witness to the need for theological knowledge in a
w;nmentator on the Treatise. A theologically trained commentator
Spec; ave been a little more spating in the use of the_ word ‘virtue’,
be Clally in reference to what, on St Thomas’ showing, cannot be
f i\’en that name (silence, fear, poverty, etc.). He would also refrain
to thi:tatmg that fear will survive even in heaven (p- 164). The preface
hag volume leads a reader to expect much, for he is told that no}hmg
expe 2 left undone to render this edition as correct as possible’. His
ofptictauon will be short-lived, for he will discover that only one half
ln, dziq_uotations is identified, others are left without any}nd‘lcatlon.
~ton to this he will be disappointed to find several misprints and
Won, dvls“)n of chapters will strike him in places as 1nf‘e11c1tous. He will
hag1, - Several times about the translation to which ‘no less attention
itig o0 given’. Despite all pains, it is unattractive and heavy; in places
hoy Otent to make no sense and at least once it is marred by a
St V.Cr. These defects cause a reviewer real sadness, for the Treat1§e of
Cent deserves to be known and studied and, above all, practised.

C.V.



