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OBJECTIVITY AND CULTURAL DIVERGENCE

Is there a common human nature? Is criticism of another culture or society no
more than an assertion of the values and perspectives of one’s own? Should
relativism be admitted and objectivity correspondingly limited in some areas of
inquiry and human interest? This volume explores such questions
philosophically, dealing with the various sorts of challenge to the possibility of
objective inquiry which arise from the facts of cultural change and diversity.
The issues are discussed in relation to a number of disciplines in which they are
crucially relevant, including sociology, psychology, social anthropology and
the history of science—some contributors giving particular attention to their
implications for science, ethics, artistic appreciation and religion, while others
are more generally concerned with a critical analysis of the nature and claims of
objectivity and relativism.
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