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COVER ILLUSTRATION:

The montage shows the Cycle of Bioastronomy, from the emergence of life
through to the search for other life forms. The bottom left diagram shows the
likely distribution of planetary masses (courtesy of Marcy et al., p.11 of this
volume). Above it is a potentially life-bearing body (Europa, photo courtesy of
NASA) and a simple chiral organic molecule (courtesy of Wolstencroft et al.,
p.154 of this volume). Above that is a stromatolite, one of the earliest forms of
life on Earth, emitting bubbles of oxygen (photo by Norris), and to its right is
the tree of life showing the evolution of more complex life forms (courtesy of
Schwartzman & Lineweaver, p. 355 of this volume). Below that is the Mopra
telescope, used by the Project Phoenix SETI search (photo by Norris), and a
waterfall plot showing what a SETI detection might look like (courtesy of
SETI Institute). Central to this conference, and to Bioastronomy, is the theme
of education (photo by Shostak). Montage by Norris.
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