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A number of years ago, the nobel-prize winning Chilean poet Pablo Neruda
paid a visit to the Byurakan and wrote these comments in his Memotrs (1978:Pen-
guin Books, New York, pg. 243.): “I shall never forget my visit to the astronomical
observatory of Byurakan, where I saw the writing of stars for the first time. The
trembling light of the stars was picked up; very fine mechanisms were taking down
the palpitation of the stars in space, like an electrocardiogram of the sky. In those
graphics I observed that each star has its own distinct way of writing, tremulous
and fascinating, but unintelligible to the eyes of an earthbound poet” Unintelligible
to the eyes of a poet, but as we have seen from this symposium, to the eyes of the
astronomer, the phenomenon of flare stars is becoming more and more comprehen-
sible. Before I came here to Byurakan I must confess that I (like Neruda) knew
very little about the flare star phenomenon. As a result of this symposium I have
learned much about these objects and now have a keen appreciation for their im-
portance for studies of early stellar evolution. In this regard, I find it a particular
priviledge and extremely appropriate to have a meeting on the subject of flare stars
here at the Byurakan Observatory, where so much seminal work on this topic has
been done. I have been impressed by the dedicated efforts of the astronomers at the
Byurakan Observatory in flare star research. Their efforts represent an important
contribution to galactic astronomy.

Finally, on behalf of the all the participants and lecturers, I would like to
congratulate the Scientific Organizing Committe for putting together a very excit-
ing and interesting meeting on Flare Stars in Star Clusters, Associations and the
Solar Vicinity. I would like to express particular gratitude to the local organizing
committee who deserve special commendation for their heroic efforts to hold this
meeting in light of the recent devastating earthquake and the current rail block-
ade by Azerbaijan. This committee has done an outstanding job, in the face of
such trying times, to insure the smooth and effective exchange of ideas at this very
stimulating international scientific gathering.
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