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partners to serve world conservation in a stronger and bet-
ter way,' said Dr Holdgate.

Dr Tolba said that WCMC will enable its founders and
other users to give governments, international organi-
zations, and aid agencies, environmentally sound advice
for use in their development planning, saying 'I am confi-
dent that WCMC will be a major instrument in planning
for sustainable development world-wide.'

Mr de Haes said that, while WCMC can provide up-
to-date information to help plan WWF's world-wide con-
servation programme which concentrates on forests, wet-
lands, and species diversity, it will also ensure that such
information is available to the public, so that actions by
other conservation organizations, businessmen, govern-
ments, and other decision-makers, can be guided by solid
factual information on the state of species around the
world. 'WCMC does not deal with dull statistics but with
key information about plants, fish, animals, forests, etc.,
whose well-being is crucial to humanity's future.'

Existing Staff Being Maintained

The former Conservation Monitoring Centre's staff of
40, who will continue to be employees of IUCN, under new
contracts signed with IUCN, will be.seconded to WCMC.
No decision, however, has yet been made on whether the
Centre will remain permanently in England. This will
depend on the judgement of its Board, said Dr Holdgate:
'Cambridge, with its scientific tradition, is a good location.
The Centre is now housed in temporary buildings whose
lease runs out in 1989. If England wants to keep this unique
world facility, new premises need to be found quickly. The
prestige associated with such a world leader ought, one
would expect, to attract a sponsor who would provide the
modest buildings and facilities [which] we need.'

DRAKE MCHUGH, Media Coordinator
World Conservation Centre
Avenue du Mont-Blanc
CH-1196 Gland, Switzerland.

The First IGBP Scientific Steering Committee on Global Changes of the Past

The condition of the global environment of the past can
be observed in ice-cores and tree-rings, and in ocean and
lake sediments, as well as in terrestrial deposits, and pollen
records. Now a new urge to study global changes of the past
has been stimulated by compelling new evidence of link-
ages among the life processes and the physical and chem-
ical conditions of the Earth's system. These and other
insights into the past can be used to interpret observed
trends in contemporary data in the broader context of past
changes, to evaluate Earth-system models, and to hypothe-
size and investigate other interconnections. Breakthroughs
in this area, exemplified by the evidence contained in
ancient polar ice for systematic glacial-interglacial changes
in the atmospheric abundance of trace gases such as carbon
dioide and methane, have led to new conceptual views of
the linkages among biogeochemical processes and the phy-
sical aspects of climate. These and related findings have
served to focus attention not only on the effect of climate
change on life processes, but, of even greater importance,
the potential of those processes reciprocally to affect world
climate.

In studying global change, the International Geosphere-
Biosphere Programme (IGBP) will depend on these inva-
luable records in order to understand better the causes and
effects of contemporary changes. This will require careful
assessment of the state-of-the-art and present limitations
of various techniques, the development of new technolog-
ies, and improvements in the analysis of these data in order
to facilitate more refined interpretation of past records.
Integration and intercomparisons of the different records
of the past will be an important aspect of this activity of the
IGBP.

Opportunities in this area have been highlighted in the
deliberations and reports of the Special Committee for the
IGBP since its inception, affirming that the study of past
geosphere-biosphere linkages* is clearly an important

* Whereas biologists can now use with impunity the title of
'International Geosphere-Biosphere Programme' on the under-
standing that only a 'trait d'union' (hyphen) is employed in it
between Geosphere and Biosphere — which is now our regular
practice in this Journal when referring to this important Pro-
gramme—such mention as a 'geosphere-biosphere linkage' sug-
gests some continuation of the alternative use of Biosphere as the
totality or 'network' of living matter, which to us does not make
scientific (or at least not biological) sense.—Ed.

component of a study of Global Change. However, the
collective effort to study aspects of past change relevant to
the themes of the IGBP have, to date, unfortunately been
without the broad transdisciplinary focus, as well as the
international support, that are both essential for full exploi-
tation of these opportunities.

Thus the Special Committee for the IGBP decided, at its
meeting in Stockholm (October 1988),f following the first
meeting of the IGBP Scientific Advisory Council, to give
particular emphasis to research into records of past global
change by charging the first of the Programme's Scientific
Steering Committees with project development in this
area. This project will encompass the past 150,000 years in
order to include a full glacial-interglacial cycle. Particular
studies will focus in greater detail on changes which have
occurred during the Holocene (10,000 years B.P.), and espe-
cially during the past 1,000 years, when the human pertur-
bation to the Earth's system began to take on global pro-
portions. Terms of reference for this new committee will
include:

(1) Assessing the possible contributions of planned or
existing national and international efforts, including
those of, for instance, the International Union for Qua-
ternary Research (INQUA), as they pertain to the under-
lying themes and objectives of the IGBP;

(2) Developing, within one year of appointment, plans
for an initial multi-techniques core IGBP project for
coordinated field activities focused on the IGBP themes
and objectives; and

(3) Initiating, within two years of appointment, pilot
segments of this project.

Chairing this first IGBP Scientific Steering Committee is
Professor Hans Oeschger, of the Department of Physics,
University of Berne, Sidlerstrasse 5, Berne 3012, Switzer-
land. Further information can also be obtained from the
IGBP Secretariat, c/o The Royal Swedish Academy of
Sciences, Box 50005, S-104 05 Stockholm, Sweden: Tel.
(+46-8) 16 64 48; telefax (46-8) 16 64 05; telex 17509 IGBP
S.

t See also the account on pp. 355-6 of this issue, by Dr F.W.G.
Baker, Executive Secretary of the parent body. ICSU. — Ed.
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