
The Early Versions of the
Mew Testament
Their Origin, Transmission, and Limitations
Bruce M. Metzger
Professor Metzger describes the origin and transmission of the translations
of the New Testament made before about A.D. 1000. The account of each
of the major versions is followed by an essay in which a specialist in the
language concerned discusses the characteristics of that language and
their bearing in attempts to reconstruct the underlying Greek text. £10

Churches and Churchgoers
Patterns of Church Growth in the
British Isles since 1700
Robert Currie, Alan D. Gilbert,
and L. S. Horsley
This is a study of quantifiable changes in organized religion during
successive periods of industrialization, secularization, political change,
and war. The authors analyse the cycle of church growth, and argue that
church policy has on the whole less effect on membership changes than
external influences. £16

Westminster Abbey and its
Estates in the Middle Ages
Barbara Harvey
In 1535, on the eve of the Dissolution, the monks of Westminster were
the lords of vast estates and the second wealthiest religious house in the
kingdom. This book traces the accumulation of these properties from
modest beginnings over a period of six centuries. It examines how the
monks' role as landlords changed and the consequences of these changes
for their tenants, and shows how slowly the monks responded to economic
trends. £15

The Coherence of Theism
R. G. Swinburne
The author investigates what it means, and whether it is coherent, to say
that there i, a God. He concludes that many, though not all, of the claims
about God which religious believers make are coherent, and that some
important claims are coherent only if the words by which they are
expressed are being used in stretched or analogical senses. £9

Oxford University Press
Jnl. of Religious Studies, 13, 3 (i)
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ASA Monographs

16. Regional Cults
edited by Richard P. Werbner
Department of Social Anthropology, University of Manchester, Manchester, England.
May 1977, xxxviii+258pp.. £7.20/$14.00, 0.12.744950.7

From the introduction:
"Regional cults are found in many parts of the world. They are cults of the middle
range - more far-reaching than any parochial cult of the little community, yet less
inclusive in belief and membership than a world religion in its most universal form.
Their central places are shrines in towns and villages, by cross-roads or even in
the wild, apart from human habitation, where great populations from various
communities or their representatives come to supplicate, sacrifice or simply make
pilgrimages."

This book (which is derived from the 1976 ASA Conference) is the first attempt
by social anthropologists to create a theoretical framework for the comparative
analysis of these cults. It gives the study of religious organizations a new
perspective on major historical transformation from the pre-colonial past to the
neo-colonial present, in North and South-central Africa, South America and the
Middle East. It advances a basic debate about opposed theories of religion and
society inspired by Robertson Smith, Durkheim and Marx. The focus is on the
problems of change in transcultural symbolism and relationships which cross political,
economic or ethnic boundaries.

Contents
R. P. Werbner: Introduction. Part One: Islamic cult regions: historical
interaction or symbolic congruence. D. F. Eickelman: Ideological change
and regional cults: Maraboutism and ties of 'closeness' in Western Morocco.
E. Marx: Communal and individual pilgrimage: the region of saints' tombs in South
Sinai. Part Two: Regional and non-regional alternatives: the waxing and
waning of cults. K. Garbett: Disparate regional cults and a unitary field in
Zimbabwe. B. Thoden Van Velzen: Bush negro regional cults: a materialist
explanation. E. Colson : A continuing dialogue: prophets and local shrines among
the Tonga of Zambia. W. M. J. Van Binsbergen: Regional and non-regional
cults of affliction in Western Zambia. Part Three: Regional instability: cult
policy and competition for resources. R. P. Werbner: Continuity and policy in
Southern Africa's high god cult. J. M. Schoffeleers: Cult idioms and the dialectics
of a region. Notes on contributors. Author index. Subject index. Maps. Diagrams.
Genealogies. Tables. Charts.
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London New York San Francisco
A Subsidiary of Harcourt Brace Jovanovich. Publishers
24-28 Oval Road, London NW1, England
111 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10003, USA
Australian Office: PO Box 300, North Ryde, NSW 2113, Australia
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Christianity
and

Reincarnation
The author makes a profound study of the relationship
between Christianity and reincarnation. The latter is
not simply added onto the Christian picture of the world
but is an integral part, closing the 'eschatological gap'
which some thinkers have seen between death and the
resurrection on the Last Day. The author presents the
essence of Christianity and how it harmonizes with the
idea of reincarnation as well as examining how biblical
statements relate to this idea.

Rudolf Frieling

Publication 19 September 1977
Available from bookshops
117 pages, sewn paperback, £3.50

Flans Books
(iii)
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NOTES FOR C O N T R I B U T O R S

1. Contributions and books for review should be sent to the Editor, Professor
H. D. Lewis, King's College, Strand, London, wc2R 2LS. Books published in
America should be sent to Professor J. E. Smith, Department of Philosophy,
Yale University, New Haven.

2. Articles submitted to the journal should in general be between 5,000 and
10,000 words long, though articles outside these limits will be acceptable if
there is some good reason for their exceptional length or brevity. Articles in
two or more parts may occasionally be accepted provided each part is inde-
pendently intelligible. They should normally be in English.

3. Submission of an article is taken to imply that it has not previously been
published, or is not being considered for publication elsewhere.

4. Contributions should be clearly typed in double spacing, preferably on A4
paper, with a wide left-hand margin. The typescript should be prepared to
accord as closely as possible with the typographical conventions of the journal.

5. Footnotes should be used sparingly: in general, to give sources of direct
quotations, references to main authorities on disputable questions, and evi-
dence relied on for a new or unusual conclusion. They should be numbered in
one sequence throughout the article, and should preferably be typed in
double spacing at the end of the article.

6. Contributors should keep one copy of the typescript for correcting proofs.

7. First proofs may be read and corrected by contributors provided that they can
give the Editor an address through which they can be reached without delay
and can guarantee to return the corrected proofs to the Editor, by airmail
where necessary, within ten days of receiving them.

8. Correction should be kept to an absolute minimum. It should be confined to
errors of the typist or printer unless the Editor authorises otherwise.

9. All contributors of articles receive 50 free offprints. Reviewers will receive five
or more offprints of their reviews.

10. If rejected manuscripts are to be returned, stamps or international coupons
should be sent to cover postage.

11. Contributors of accepted articles will be asked to assign their copyrights, on
certain conditions, to Cambridge University Press, to help protect their
material, particularly in the USA.
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