
NEWS O F FELLOWS A N D SCHOLARS 

Letter to Editor from Portland State University, February 24, 1982: 

Dear D r . Bacharach : 
No a p p o i n t m e n t s , p r o m o t i o n s , P h . D . s or d i s se r t a t i ons to r e p o r t . 

On the nega t i ve s i de , o f wh i ch we seem to be a p r ime examp le , the 
r e s u l t s o f t he p roposa l s u b m i t t e d to the Sta te Boa rd of H ighe r E d u 
ca t ion on November 2, 1981, b y P res iden t Joseph Blumel (and subse
q u e n t l y a p p r o v e d b y the Sta te Boa rd f o r implementat ion) may be sum
mar ized as f o l l o w s : wh i le D r . B l u m e l ' s o r i g i n a l (September 16th) 
p lan ca l led f o r t he complete e l im ina t ion o f t he Middle East S tud ies Cen
te r a n d al l language p r o g r a m s assoc ia ted w i t h i t , the u l t imate r e v i 
s ion ca l led f o r : 

1) Suspens ion of i n s t r u c t i o n in the Pers ian and T u r k i s h l a n 
guages — w i t h l ayo f f a n d / o r n o n - r e n e w a l no t i ces issued to a l l f a c u l t y 
conce rned ( two f u l l - t i m e , t e n u r e d associate p r o f e s s o r s in Pers ian and 
one h a l f - t i m e i n s t r u c t o r in T u r k i s h ; to ta l loss = 2.50 FTE); 

2) C o n t i n u a t i o n o f i n s t r u c t i o n a l p rog rams in A r a b i c and H e b r e w , 
a t r e d u c e d F T E , w i t h r ema in i ng f a c u l t y t r a n s f e r r e d to the Department 
o f Fo re ign Languages ( loss of 1.25 FTE in A r a b i c , i n c l u d i n g one f u l l -
t i m e , f u l l p ro fesso r a n d one p a r t - t i m e i n s t r u c t o r , p l u s r e d u c t i o n o f 
FTE in Hebrew — a l locat ion o f r ema in i ng FTE among e x i s t i n g par t - t ime 
people remains to be determined) ; 

3) E l iminat ion o f t he Midd le East S tud ies Cen te r as an admin i s 
t r a t i v e u n i t , w i t h t r a n s f e r o f t he Midd le East S tud ies C e r t i f i c a t e P r o 
g ram to the Of f ice of I n t e rna t i ona l Educa t ion ; and e l im ina t ion o f C e n 
t e r d i r e c t o r s h i p ( 0 . 50 a d m i n i s t r a t i v e appo in tmen t ) and secre ta r ia l p o 
s i t ion assoc ia ted w i t h t h e Cen te r ope ra t i on ; 

4) Suspens ion o f a l l "area s t u d i e s " ( i . e . , n o n - l a n g u a g e ) course 
o f f e r i n g s f u n d e d by the C e n t e r . 

In s h o r t , e f f e c t i v e June 1982, 

- the Midd le East S tud ies Cen te r w i l l cease to e x i s t ; 
- a to ta l o f t w o / t h r e e f a c u l t y members ( less t han 2.0 FTE to ta l ) 

w i l l move to the Depar tmen t o f Fo re ign Languages to cont inue 
a minimal u n d e r g r a d u a t e i n s t r u c t i o n p r o g r a m in A r a b i c and 
Hebrew l a n g u a g e s ; 

- t he rema in i ng C e n t e r - f u n d e d language f a c u l t y ( s i x / s e v e n — w i t h 
se rv i ce r e c o r d s a t PSU r a n g i n g f r o m 5 to 20 yea rs ) w i l l be 
la id o f f (or " no t r e n e w e d " in the case o f f i x e d - t e r m a p p o i n t 
ments) ; 

- the C e n t e r ' s c u r r e n t D i r e c t o r w i l l be r e t u r n e d to her home d e 
p a r t m e n t in the Social Sciences (where she heads t h e layo f f 
l i s t f o r t he n e x t r o u n d o f c u t s in t h a t d e p a r t m e n t ) . 

What w i l l remain is the C e r t i f i c a t e P rog ram — s t i l l backed by 
area s tud ies i n s t r u c t i o n in the Depar tmen ts o f H i s t o r y , G e o g r a p h y , 
Soc io logy , A n t h r o p o l o g y , and Pol i t ica l Sc ience. C e r t i f i c a t e c a n d i 
dates w i s h i n g to p u r s u e languages o t h e r t han A r a b i c and Hebrew wi l l 
be e n c o u r a g e d to take advan tage of i n tens i ve language p rog rams at 
o the r i n s t i t u t i o n s d u r i n g summer sess ions . 

A n d , t h e n , t h e r e is the good n e w s : t he MESC's "Swan Song " 
w i l l be a Wagner ian opera — the "Midd le East Mosaic" p lanned f o r 
Summer Session 1 982, w i t h the usual range o f language and area 
s tud ies c o u r s e s — w i t h f a c u l t y f rom P S U , the U n i v e r s i t y of U t a h , and 
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others participating. 
Sincerely — M. Ann Be.nne.tt, Director 
M.E. Studies Center, Portland State University 

L isa S. Anderson : 
[Columbia U] 

Naomi J. Williams 
[Columbia U] 

Phil ip Mat tar : 
[Columbia U] 

Lawrence Conrad: 
[Princeton U] 

Mart in Kramer : 
[Princeton U] 

Eric Ormsby: 
[Princeton U] 

Sulayman Khalaf: 
[UCLA] 

John Jandora : 
[U of Ch icago] 

Ziya Ozcan : 
[U of Chicago] 

Paul Sprachman : 
[U of Chicago] 

Suzanne Stetkevych : 
[U of Chicago] 

Said Amir Arjomand: 
[U of Chicago] 

I rene B ierman : 
[U of Chicago] 

Donna Lee Bowen : 
[U of Chicago] 

Evelyn Early: 
[U of Chicago] 

Henry Munson, Jr.: 
[U of Chicago] 

Kelly Ogden : 
[U of Utah] 

Abdallah Ibrahim: 
[U of Utah] 

Dirgham Hanna Sbait : 
[U of Washington] 

Rosalynd W. Gwynne : 
[U of Washington] 

Ph.D. Dissertations Completed 

States, Peasants and Tribes: Colonialism and 
Rural Politics in Tunisia and Libya. 

I n t e r v e n t i o n by Syr ia in the Lebanese C i v i l War 
o f 1975-1976. 

The Mu f t i o f Je rusa lem: Muhammad Amin al-Husayni, 
a Founder o f P a l e s t i n i a n N a t i o n a l i s m . 

The Plague in the Ea r l y Medieval Near East . 

The Congress in Modern Islam: On the Origins 
of an Innovat ion. 

An Islamic Version of Theodicy: The Dispute Over 
Al1 Possible Worlds. 

Village, Family and the Political Party: Artic
ulation of Social Change in Contemporary 
Rural Syria. 

Butrus al-Bustani: Ideas, Endeavors, and Influ
ences. 

Social Stratification and Social Mobility in 

Turkey. 
The Comic Works of Ubayd-i Zakani : A Study of 

Medieval Persian Bawdy Verbal Aggression and 
Sat i re. 

Innovation in a Literary Tradition: Abu Tammam, 
Poet and Anthologist. 

Shi ism, Political Organization and Societal 
Change in Pre-modern I r a n : 1338-1850. 

A r t and P o l i t i c s : The Impact o f Fa t im id Uses 
of Tiraz Fabrics. 

Contemporary Muslim Religious Attitudes Toward 
Family Planning. 

Baladi Women of Cairo, Egypt: Sociability and 
Therapeutic Action. 

Islam and Inequality in Northwest Morocco. 

A Geography of Amos. 

E v o l u t i o n o f Government and Soc ie ty in T r i p o l -
i t a n i a and Cyrenaica ( L i b y a ) , 1835~ 1911. 

The Improvised Sung Folk Poetry of the Pales-
t inians. 

The Tafslr of Abu °A1T al-Jubba'T: First Steps 
Toward a Reconstruction, with Texts, Trans
lation, Biographical Introduction and Anal
ytical Essay. 

Ph.D. Dissertations in Progress 

I r i t Abramski ( B l a y ) : P o l i t i c a l , A d m i n i s t r a t i v e and Soc ia l Problems 
[ P r i n c e t o n U] o f S y r i a , 700-940 A.D. 

Ca ro l i ne Beeson : „ , . . , , . . ,.. - . . „ „ 
r „ . ^ ,,-, R e l i g i o u s Leaders in 16 th -cen tu ry I r a n . 
[P r i nce ton U] 3 
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