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SIGNS OF OUR TIMES

Theological Essays on Art

in the Twentieth Century

GEORGE S. HEYER, JNR.

There runs through Christianity, at least in its Protestant
variety, a deep strain of suspicion towards visual art. In
some measure this springs from our Hebrew heritage. The
Old Testament is relentless in its fidelity to the Second
Commandment, and the making of a graven image equals
the construction of an idol. Professor Heyer examines
idolatry and reassesses the true value of art as the expression
of a God-given gift whose exercise can immeasurably enrich
human life.

Apart from the numerous illustrations in the book, the
text allows artists to speak for themselves, through their
words as well as through their works. Thus the theological
response addresses the vision that these people—the
artists—have of their task and avoids distortion of that
vision.

George S. Heyer, Jnr., is Associate Professor of Theology at Austin
Presbyterian Theological Seminary, Texas. This book comprises
the Gunning Lectures, which the author delivered at the University
of Edinburgh in 1975.

ISBN o 905312 04 X [Illustrated] Hardback £7.50
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Belief in Science
and in Christian Life

The Relevance of Michael Polanyi's
Thought for Christian Faith and Life

Edited by Thomas F. Torrance

This book is the exciting product of a conference of
scientists and theologians. It reconsiders some basic
Christian convictions in the context of the scientific revolu-
tion of our times and draws help from Michael Polanyi,
one of the greatest scientist-philosophers of the age.
Special attention is given to his work in restoring the
fundamental role of belief in science, and also to his
development of an integrative way of thinking which heals
the cultural split between science, the arts and theology
and brings to light a gradient of meaning rising through
them all to the higher intangible levels of spiritual reality.
No systematic account of Polanyi's philosophy of science is
given, but illuminating discussion is offered throughout and
helpful notes and comments on his basic concepts are added.

This is not a technical book in theology or science, but is
designed for a wider public untrained in theology or science
who seek a deeper understanding of the Christian Faith
and want to grasp something of its inner reasonableness.
The book will appeal to many people who look for rational
support for their beliefs but instinctively know that this
must come from the very foundations on which those
beliefs rest. Here the reader will learn that even the most
rigorous science shares some of the foundations of these
beliefs.

ISBN o 905312 11 2 Hardback £5.25
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NOTES FOR C O N T R I B U T O R S

Contributions and editorial correspondence should be sent to one of
the editors: Rev. Dr A. I. C. Heron, New College, Mound Place,
Edinburgh EHI 2LX; Rev. Dr J. Houston, University of Glasgow, 3
Southpark Terrace, Glasgow 012 8Qgor to Scottish Academic Press
Ltd., 33 Montgomery Street, Edinburgh EH7 5JX.

Submission of an article is taken to imply that it has not previously
been published in English, or is not being considered by another
journal for publication in English. In the interests of authors, copy-
right is normally assigned to the Scottish Academic Press. The
average length of articles is 5000 words. Although longer articles
are accepted, those in excess of 10,000 words cannot be considered.

Contributions (articles and reviews) should be clearly typed in
double spacing, and on one side of the paper only. The rule about
double spacing applies also to footnotes, which should be used
sparingly. Cross-references within the article offered should not be
included.

Notes for the editors and instructions for the printer should be
attached on separate sheets. Contributors should keep one copy of
the typescript for use in correcting proofs.

Contributors from the United States may use U.S. spellings. Greek
and Hebrew words need not be transliterated. Capitalisation should
be kept to a minimum; and in particular should not be used in
pronouns referring to the Deity.

First proofs of articles and reviews may be read and corrected
by contributors, and should normally be returned to the organising
editor within ten days of receipt. Correction should be confined to
errors of the printer. More extensive correction can be made only
with the concurrence of an editor. No proofs of reviews will be sent.

Contributors of articles and article reviews (but not of reviews)
receive 10 free offprints. Extra copies may be bought according to
an agreed scale of charges, provided that these are ordered at the
time of returning corrected proofs.

PERMISSIONS

For permission to reproduce material from Scottish Journal of Theology
please apply to the Scottish Academic Press Ltd., 33 Montgomery
Street, Edinburgh EH7 5JX.
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