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Objective: The Cordoba Naming Test (CNT) is 
a 30-item lexical retrieval task that was 
developed to be administered in multiple 
languages. Research shows that self-identifying 
Mexicans residing in Mexico outperform self-
identifying Mexicans that reside in the United 
States on the CNT. Studies indicate that the 
process of acculturation can influence cognitive 
performance. Previous studies demonstrated 
that Generation Z individuals (i.e., people born 
between 1997 and 2012) have underperformed 
on the CNT compared to Generation Y 
individuals (i.e., people born between 1981 and 
1996). To our knowledge, no study has 
examined the influence of acculturation on 
Generation Z Mexicans’ CNT performance. We 
expected Mexicans residing in Mexico (MRM) to 
outperform Mexicans residing in the United 
States on the CNT and to report higher 
acculturation traits. We also predicted that 
acculturation would correlate with CNT 
performance. 
Participants and Methods: The present study 
sample consisted of 285 Generation Z 
psychologically and neurologically healthy 
Mexicans with a mean age of 20.32 (SD = 1.60). 
Participants were divided into three groups: 
MRM, Mexicans residing in the United States, 
and Mexican-Americans residing in the United 
States (MARUS). All participants completed the 
CNT and acculturation measure in Spanish. 
Acculturation traits were measured by the 

Abbreviated Multidimensional Acculturation 
Scale (AMAS). ANCOVAs were used to 
evaluate differences in the CNT and AMAS (i.e., 
Spanish language, Latino competency, Latino 
identity). Pearson’s correlation coefficient was 
used to evaluate the relationship between 
acculturation on CNT performance. 
Results: MRM outperformed the Mexicans 
residing in the United States and MARUS on the 
CNT, p = .000, ηp² = .49. The MRM group 
reported better Spanish language abilities 
compared to Mexicans residing in the United 
States and the MARUS groups, p = .000, ηp² = 
.10. Additionally, MRM reported better Latino 
competency than the MARUS group, p = .000, 
ηp² = .08. Pearson’s correlation coefficient 
revealed that the MARUS’s Spanish language 
abilities impacted CNT performance, p = .000, r 
= .48. In addition, we found that Latino 
competency correlated with CNT performance, 
p’s < .05, r’s = .20-.47, in both the MRM and 
Mexicans residing in the United States groups. 
Latino identity did not significantly correlate with 
CNT performance in any group. 
Conclusions: Results confirmed that MRM 
individuals perform better on the CNT than 
Mexicans residing in the United States and 
MARUS. Additionally, we found that several 
acculturation traits correlated with Mexican 
groups' CNT performance. Our research 
indicates that while all Generation Z individuals 
of Mexican heritage feel strongly connected to 
their Latino identity regardless of where they 
live, MARUS feel less competent in Spanish and 
Latinx culture than MRM and Mexicans residing 
in the United States. Future work should further 
explore these differences for better insight into 
how acculturative factors influence lexical 
retrieval performance. Future work with bigger 
sample sizes can additionally examine CNT 
performance and acculturation in Generation Z 
first-generation and non-first-generation 
Mexicans (e.g., second-generation, third-
generation) residing in the United States. 

Categories: Inclusion and 
Diversity/Multiculturalism 
Keyword 1: acculturation 
Keyword 2: neuropsychological assessment 
Correspondence: Yvette De Jesus, California 
State University, Fresno. 
ydejesus.0328@mail.fresnostate.edu 

 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S1355617723005921 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S1355617723005921

