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" 'CAN THE VIOLENT BEAR IT AWAY?' " 

Amherst. Mass, 

Dear Sir: It is rare that a writer .succeeds in befuddling 

an issue as thoroughly as Arthur J. Moore managed to do 

in his guest editorial, "Can the Violent Bear ft Away?" 

(worlddrtc, May, 1970) . In introductory political science 

courses we teach our students the difference between 

"force" or "coercion" (used by the state) and "violence" 

(committed by individuals) . Surely Mr. Moore, if only 

he made the effort, could grasp that distinction. ! don't 

mean to be nasty, bu t when someone tells us in all serious

ness that "the Chicago Police and the Weathermen, the 

F.B.I, and the Black Panthers are morally in the same 

boat" for they are all violent, one truly despairs of the 

fate of rationality and the meaningful use of language. 

Must one remind Mr. Moore that the Chicago Police 

not only bea t up demonstrators; they also maintain, how

ever imperfectly, the city's peace against crooks, thieves, 

and murderers. The F.B.I. not only snoops around political 

Berkeley Calif. 

Dear Sir: The Graduate Theological Union bibr .ov is 

trving to build up a collection that will document the 

church's response to CIMKTII issues in terms, not onlv ol" 

official pronouncements , but also of what pastors and 

laymen are actually saying. We would appreciate l u r i n g 

your readers furnish us with copies of sermons they may 

have preached or heard dealing with current issues such 

as the war in Southeast Asia, race relations, crime, etc . 

Please send sermons or .my other appropriate material 

such as reports or resolutions to: 

Reference Librarian 

Graduate Theological Union Library 

2451 Ridge Road 

Berkeley. California 947119 

Thank you very much for your cooperation. • 

The Rev. David K. Green 

GTU Reference Librarian 

July-Aui-ust 1070 19 
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