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' • ^ B A P T I S M OF ART. By Wladimir Weidle. (Dacre Tress; 3s.6d.)
The author of this illustrated brochure sets out to explain the

ŝr between Greco-Eoman and medieval art, but his sub-title
•Notes on the Eeligion of the Catacomb Paintings' takes us nearer
o his real achievement, which is more of an essay in church history
nan in art history. The purely significative character of the cata-

c°Qib paintings reveals a common bond with contemporary mystery
.efigions, particularly in the insistence of both on the reality of
initiation into the mystery. All the fruits of the early Church are

arked by a living faith in the one baptismal mystery—and the
f or. thinks that this mystery included all the sacraments, several

trhji ? W 6 r e n 0 t t h e n t n o u S n t o f separately. When the Church
lit ^ a Psycn°l°gical change took place and mystery became
of , J=V- The cosmos of Christianity took shape in the imagination
QI . ̂ . faithful to find its expression and embodiment in the original
a j l s t l a n art which now appears for the first time. Art had through
th ^ fortification 'plunged, as though in the baptismal font, into
the ^ ^ e * e m e n t °f faith' and was thus cleansed and emerged as

DeW * I h d f
g

the hDeW- c r e a * u r e - It was thus the concentration on the idea of
P tPPi sma l mystery which eventually brought about the rebirth,

" ^ baptism of art.
lik 6 °^e thesis is very condensed and difficult to follow, but
fe

 So m u c h of the Eussian way of thinking—the author is Pro-
Acad ^ H i s t o r v . o f Christian Art at the Eussian Theological

^ l n Paris—it bears much fruit when linked with .nore
C

nv+u J^ l n Paris—it bear
orthodox Catholic theology

C.J.D.P.

I Y S E M 0 N S BY C A N O N EESTIEAUX. (Mercier Press; 10s.6d.)
f sermons or chapters give us a course of simple,

°Penin W a r d instructions on the essentials of the faith. In the
to knowS e r m O n S ^ a n o n Eestieaux establishes that man is created
With ChaD<i l 0 V e G o d > w h i c h P u r P 0 S e i s fulfilled through Christ,
t nS* S *^ h h d d l

th Ch PP g
teachin nS* SS *^e c o r n e r -s tone, the author proceeds to develop
Christ I °^ '-'^r^tia11 life and practice. He expounds the role ofChrist a A- • ^"ri s tian life and practice. He expounds the role of
with the8 e redeemer and founder of the Church; deals also
ar>d the rnf--6 an<* constitution of the Church, the sacraments,
lives of , r i s ^ a n w a y of living (particularly as expressed in the
foemes « A

am s a i n t s> e-g-> P e t e r a n d M a i T Magdalen). All these
-—» is t h e t W r a t e d s 'mP1.v> capably, clearly."Another feature of the
feasts eel h a n o n ^e s t ieaux comments on and explains the chief
•fodeed it i F fu^ ^ *^e Church during the course of the year.
a s *he foam C y c l e o f t h e Church's year that he takes and uses
truth of GodW°r k o n w h i c h h e c a n s e t a n d develop the revealed

T.N.
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