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AGRICULTURAL GEOGRAPHY IN ORACLE INSCRIPTIONS OF THE YIN DYNASTY 

ABSTRACT: 

This paper provides an outl ine of the agr icul tura l geography of 
the Yin (Shang) Dynasty by means of the study of a g r i c u l t u r a l geo­
graphica l names in the o rac l e i n s c r i p t i o n s . The a g r i c u l t u r a l 
d i s t r i c t s of Yin (Shang) were e i t h e r wi th in the suburbs of the 
capi tal , or within the t e r r i t o r i e s that could be direct ly controlled 
by Yin, or within the friendly s t a t e s . Such a study may increase our 
understanding of the po l i t i c s and l ives of the Yin people. 

With th i s aim in view, I distinguish the agr icul tura l from other 
oracle inscript ions, dividing them into four classes: (1) used for 
d ivining a g r i c u l t u r e ; (2) used for d ivining the condi t ion of the 
harvest; (3) used for divining agr icul tura l damage; and (4) used for 
d ivining r i t u a l s about a g r i c u l t u r e . I have discovered t h a t the 
agr icul tural names in (1) and (2) are more frequent than those in (3) 
and (4). 

For convenience I divide a l l these geographical names into two 
p a r t s : (1) r e l a t e d to a g r i c u l t u r e , and (2) r e l a t e d to the r i t u a l s 
for divining harvest and damage. I then investigate each one and put 
them i n t o f ive l o c a t i o n s , namely, Shang ( the c e n t e r ) , Eas t , West, 
South, and North. However, there are many names whose locations are 
uncertain; there are even names which may or may not have been geo­
graphical. 

I t may be concluded that the agr icul tura l d i s t r i c t s of the Yin 
Dynasty, as revealed by the oracle inscr ip t ions , are mostly clustered 
in four l o c a t i o n s : (1) the suburbs of the Yin (Shang) c a p i t a l (now 
Shang-ch ' iu-hsien in Honan); (2) the western pa r t of Yin (now the 
southern and south-western parts of Shansi province; a small d i s t r i c t 
in the eas te rn p a r t of Shensi near the border between Shansi and 
Honan; and the middle and nor thwestern p a r t s of Honan); (3) the 
southern part of Yin (now the southern part of Honan near Shan-tsai-
hsien; and Po-hsien in Anhwei); (4) the eastern part of Yin (now the 
northwestern part of Lin-tzu-hsien in Shantung, the southeastern part 
of Hua-hsien in Honan). Regre t tab ly t he r e are many l o c a t i o n s of 
geographical names that s t i l l cannot be identif ied with certainty. 

DISCUSSION: 

Jung Bor-Sheng, besides his summary, explained his methodology 
in researching ancient place names. As a first step, he suggested an 
epigraphical approach to the inscriptions, securing, first of all, a 
correct transcription of the place names in question, and then noting 
correspondences among the inscriptions. As a second step, one could 
cautiously try to identify the place names from the oracle bones with 
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t h o s e i n l a t e r w r i t t e n s o u r c e s . Jung s a i d he had no t used any 
s o u r c e s l a t e r than S h u i j i n g zhu . L a s t l y , a r c h a e o l o g i c a l e v i d e n c e 
should be taken i n t o account , i d e a l l y producing a comprehensive map 
of Shang and Zhou place names c o r r e l a t e d w i th a r c h a e o l o g i c a l s i t e s . 
Jung r e g r e t t e d not t o have had access t o a r c h a e o l o g i c a l m a t e r i a l s , so 
t h a t he had f o r c i b l y f a l l e n s h o r t of h i s goal . 

Jao Tsung-yi began h i s comments by rev iewing previous l i t e r a t u r e 
on Shang place names, such as the a r t i c l e by Wang Guowei and a very 
i n s p i r i n g one by Gu J i e g a n g ( | - £% ^ £ & %z &q jf j ^ ) . I t had 
been Gu's t h e s i s t h a t w i t h t h e e x p a n d i n g g e o g r a p h i c a l a r e a of t h e 
Shang empi re , names of c e n t r a l p l aces were repea ted in the ou t ly ing 
reg ions , so t h a t whereas in the e a r l i e r pe r iod , a l l p lace names had 
to be l o c a t e d i n t h e v i c i n i t y of Yinxu, t h i s was no l o n g e r t r u e i n 
t h e l a t e r p e r i o d s . The p r i n c i p l e p r e v i o u s l y employed t o a l w a y s 
choose the p o s s i b i l i t y c l o s e s t t o Yinxu when t h e r e was a d isagreement 
about the l o c a t i o n of a p lace should be r econs ide r ed , Jao suggested. 
In f a c t , t h e a r c h a e l o l g i c a l f i n d s of t h e l a s t t h r e e d e c a d e s had 
abundantly shown how far the c e n t r a l power of the Shang roya l house 
e x t e n d e d , a t l e a s t i n t h e l a t e r p e r i o d . There was a need f o r a 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e s u r v e y and r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n of o rac le -bone geography. 
Jung Bor-sheng sa id he very much agreed w i t h t h i s . He was h imsel f not 
s a t i s f i e d w i t h h i s r e s u l t of hav ing v i r t u a l l y a l l the a g r i c u l t u r a l 
p lace names of Shang l oca t ed wi th in the c e n t r a l p a r t s of t h e h e a r t ­
l a n d s ; even l e s s so w i t h Matsumaru ' s l o c a t i n g o v e r 100 h u n t i n g 
grounds w i t h i n a 12-20 km. r a d i u s around Anyang. 

V i rg in i a Kane pointed out t h a t Jung had f a i l e d to p e r i o d i z e h i s 
m a t e r i a l . Jung r e p l i e d he had pe r iod ized a l l evidence about fangguo 
35 §D , a s s e r t i n g t h a t due t o t h e n a t u r e of t h e m a t e r i a l , i t was 
hard ly f e a s i b l e t o p e r i o d i z e the r e s t . As t o a r e a s of a g r i c u l t u r a l 
a c t i v i t y , t h e y would n o t p r o b a b l y have moved a l o t . Kane s a i d she 
was c o n v i n c e d t h a t p e r i o d i z a t i o n c o u l d r e v e a l many i n t e r e s t i n g 
d e v e l o p m e n t s of Shang h i s t o r y , e .g . , changes i n g e o g r a p h i c a l 
emphasis, and e s p e c i a l l y t h e c i r cums tances surrounding the conquest 
of Yin by t h e Zhou. 

3 1 . DAVID N. KEIGHTLEY (Un ive r s i t y of C a l i f o r n i a , Berkeley) 
KINGSHIP AND KINSHIP: THE ROYAL LINEAGES OF LATE SHANG 

ABSTRACT: 

On t h e b a s i s of i n s c r i p t i o n a l e v i d e n c e , i t i s p roposed t h a t t h e 
fol lowing p r i n c i p l e s governed t h e s y s t e m of s u c c e s s i o n and i n h e r i ­
tance among the l i n e a g e s forming t h e Shang dynasty: 
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