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Preface

The theme of Studies in Church History 56 is ‘The Church and the
Law’. The volume comprises a selection of peer reviewed articles
drawn from the range of communications presented at the
Ecclesiastical History Society’s Summer Conference at Sidney
Sussex College, Cambridge in July 2018 and its Winter Meeting at
the Institute for Historical Research, London in January 2019. The
theme was proposed by Professor Rosamond McKitterick, who
served as president of the society for 2018–19.

Professor McKitterick’s theme has resulted in a rich and wide-
ranging collection of papers which offer insights into the complex
interactions between churches and secular law and intertwining of
their interests. We should like to thank Professor McKitterick for pro-
posing this theme and for her able presidency. Thanks are due also to
all those who offered contributions and submitted their papers for
consideration for the volume. We are grateful to those who reviewed
the contributions, thereby helping the society to ensure that the vol-
ume is of the highest quality. A particular contribution has been
made, also to this volume, by Dr Tim Grass; we thank him for the
engagement he brings to his editorial work and to his involvement in
the society more widely. We are grateful to the Ecclesiastical History
Society for the funding which supports this post.

We are very grateful also to the society’s conference secretary, Dr
David Hart, whose work, planning and engagement ensured that the
Summer Conference and Winter Meeting went without a hitch. He
was assisted by the conference teams at Sidney Sussex College, by staff
at the Institute for Historical Research, and by the society’s secretary
and treasurer, Dr Gareth Atkins and Simon Jenkins.

The Ecclesiastical History Society offers two annual prizes for arti-
cles accepted for publication in Studies in Church History. This year,
the Kennedy Prize, for the best contribution by a postgraduate stu-
dent, was awarded to Dan D. Cruickshank for his article ‘Debating
the Legal Status of the Ornaments Rubric: Ritualism and Royal
Commissions in Late Nineteenth- and Early Twentieth-Century

ix
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England’. The President’s Prize, for the best contribution by an early
career scholar, goes to Dr Robert A. H. Evans for his article ‘God’s
Judgement in Carolingian Law and History Writing’. These articles
demonstrate excellent scholarship: we extend our congratulations to
both authors.

Charlotte Methuen
University of Glasgow

Andrew Spicer
Oxford Brookes University

Preface

x
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