October 2012
Volume 127 Number 4

"MLA

Publications of the Modern Language Association of America

Published five times a year by the association

https://doi.org/10.1632/pmla.2012.127.4.721 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1632/pmla.2012.127.4.721

THE MODERN LANGUAGE
ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA

[ Organized 1883, Incorporated 1900

Officers for the Term Ending
6 January 2013

President: MICHAEL BERUBE
Pennsylvania State University, University Park
First Vice President: MARIANNE HIRSCH

Columbia University

Second Vice President: MARGARET W.
FERGUSON
University of California, Davis
Executive Director: ROSEMARY G. FEAL

Executive Council

FOR THE TERM ENDING 6 JANUARY 2013
JENNIFER CREWE
Columbia University Press
Karin C. RYDING
Georgetown University
KATHLEEN WOODWARD
University of Washington, Seattle

FOR THE TERM ENDING 12 JANUARY 2014
JONATHAN ARAC
University of Pittsburgh
LAWRENCE 1. BUELL
Harvard University
DoroTHEA HEITSCH
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill
RICHARD M. OHMANN
Wesleyan University

FOR THE TERM ENDING 11 JANUARY 2015
BarBARA K. ALTMANN
University of Oregon
DEBRA ANN CASTILLO
Cornell University

MARIA HERRERA-SOBEK
University of California, Santa Barbara

FOR THE TERM ENDING 10 JANUARY 2016
SAMER M. ALI
University of Texas, Austin
LANISA KITCHINER
Howard University
LuTz KOEPNICK
Washington University in St. Louis

MECCA JAMILAH SULLIVAN
University of Pennsylvania

Trustees of Invested Funds

HERBERT LINDENBERGER
San Francisco, California

MavLcoLM B. SMiTH (Managing Trustee)
New York, New York

CATHARINE R. STIMPSON
New York, New York

722

PMLA

PMLA (ISSN 0030-8129) is published five times a year, in January, March, May, October, and November,
by the Modern Language Association of America. Membership in the association is open to persons
who are professionally interested in the modern languages and literatures. Annual (calendar-year) dues,
which include subscription to PMLA, are $21 for graduate student members (up to a maximum of seven
years) and are based on income for regular members: income under $15,000, $26; income $15,000-
$20,000, $42; income $20,000-$30,000, $52; income $30,000-$40,000, $73; income $40,000-$50,000,
$88; income $50,000-$60,000, $104; income $60,000-$70,000, $120; income $70,000-$80,000, $135;
income $80,000-$100,000, $151; income $100,000-$120,000, $172; income $120,000-$140,000, $193; in-
come $140,000-$160,000, $214; income $160,000-$180,000, $240; income $180,000-$200,000, $266; in-
come over $200,000, $292. Joint membership, which provides one copy of the January, March, May, and
October issues of PMLA but two copies of all other publications, is available to two individuals sharing
the same household. The dues for a joint membership are $42 above the dues that would be paid by the
higher-income member alone. Foreign members pay the same as regular members (use the American-
dollar equivalent to ascertain the dues category). Membership applications are available on request and
at the MLA Web site (www.mla.org).

For libraries and other institutions, a subscription in 2013 to the electronic format of PMLA alone
is $190 and to the print and electronic formats is $210 (domestic and Canadian) or $240 (foreign). Sub-
scriptions also include online access to the 2002-12 volumes. For an additional $180, institutional sub-
scribers receive a clothbound edition of the 2013 volume of PMLA. Agents deduct four percent as their
fee. Claims for undelivered issues will be honored if they are received within six months of the publica-
tion date; thereafter the single-issue price will be charged. To order an institutional subscription, call or
write the Member and Customer Services Office of the association (646 576-5166; subscrip@mla.org).

Single copies of the January, March, May, and October issues can be purchased for $12 each; the
November (Program) issue is $35. Issues for the current year and the previous one are available at the
MLA Bookstore (www.mla.org/store/CID70) and from the Member and Customer Services Office of
the association (646 576-5161; bookorders@mla.org).

An online archive of PMLA issues from 1884 to 2006 is available through JSTOR (www.jstor.org).

Volumes up to 2000 can be obtained on microfilm from NA Publishing, Inc., 4750 Venture Drive,
Suite 400, PO Box 998, Ann Arbor, MI 48106-0998 (800 420-6272; www.napubco.com/umi.html).

The office of publication and editorial offices are located at 26 Broadway, 3rd floor, New York, NY
10004-1789 (646 576-5000; pmlasubmissions@mla.org).

All communications concerning membership, including change-of-address notifications, should be
sent to the Member and Customer Services Office, MLA, 26 Broadway, 3rd floor, New York, NY 10004-
1789 (646 576-5151; membership@mla.org). If a change of address also involves a change of institu-
tional affiliation or a new e-mail address, that office should be informed of this fact at the same time.

Periodicals postage paid at New York, NY, and at additional mailing offices.

© 2012 by The Modern Language Association of America. All rights reserved. Printed in the United
States of America.

MLA and the MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION are trademarks owned by the Modern Lan-
guage Association of America.

Library of Congress Catalog Card Number 12-32040. United States Postal Service Number 449-660.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to PMLA, Member and Customer Services Office, MLA,
26 Broadway, 3rd floor, New York, NY 10004-1789.

https://doi.org/10.1632/pmla.2012.127.4.721 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1632/pmla.2012.127.4.721

127.4

Contents

OCTOBER 2012

726
726
727

A Statement of Editorial Policy
Forthcoming in PMLA
Features in PMLA

Special Topic: Work
Coordinated by Vicky Unruh

731

751

766

782

800

809

820

835

845

863

879

Introduction—"“Compariiero, Respect Your Vocation!”: Improvisations
for a Workaday Crisis
Vicky UNRUH

The Labors of Michael Jackson: Virtuosity,
Deindustrialization, and Dancing Work
JupiTH HAMERA

Finding Work: James Agee in the Office
DoNAL HARRIS

The Conditions for after Work: Financialization and
Informalization in Posttransition South Africa
ANNE-MARIA MAKHULU

Hannah Arendt, the Jews, and the Labor of Superfluity
DoriaN BELL

On a Horse
CAROLYN STEEDMAN

It’s a Living: Hit Men in the Mexican Narco War
REeBECcA E. BIrON

On the Line: Work and Choice
DEBRA A. CASTILLO

Import/Export: Housework in an International Frame
ANCA PARVULESCU

“Work and Wait Unwearying”: Dunbar’s Georgics
MARGARET RONDA

Industry in Idealized Form: The Work of Movies in

Film’s First One Hundred Years
JouN E. DAVIDSON

https://doi.org/10.1632/pmla.2012.127.4.721 Published online by Cambridge University Press

PUBLICATIONS OF THE
MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION
OF AMERICA

[ Published five times a year

VOLUMES ONLINE
VoLs. 1-121 (1884-2006), JSTOR
Vous. 117-27 (2002-12), MLAJournals.org

ONLINE INDEX
Vous. 1-127 (1884-2012)
MLA International Bibliography

PRINT INDEXES
VoLs. 1-50, 1935; 51-60, 1945; 5179, 1964

~—

Editor
S1MON GIKANDI
Princeton University
Managing Editor
Jupy GouLDpING
Associate Managing Editor
ERrRiCc WIRTH
Assistant Editors
CHRISTIANE ANGELL JOHN D. GOLBACH,
BARNEY LATIMER
Adbvertising Manager and Submissions Associate
ANNABEL SCHNEIDER
Administrative Assistant
Juria GoLp

Editorial Board

EVELYNE ENDER, 2014
Hunter College, City University of New York
RicHARD T. GRrAY, 2013
University of Washington, Seattle
Jonn KucicH, 2013
Rutgers University, New Brunswick
CHRISTOPHER LOOBY, 2014
University of California, Los Angeles
DEIDRE SHAUNA LYNCH, 2014
University of Toronto
Lor1s PARKINSON ZAMORA, 2013
University of Houston

Advisory Committee
SUSAN Z. ANDRADE, 2014
University of Pittsburgh
ARTURO ARIAS, 2014
University of Texas, Austin
EMILIE L. BERGMANN, 2014
University of California, Berkeley
PaTRrICIA LYNN B1ZZELL, 2014
College of the Holy Cross
MARCELLUS BLOUNT, 2015
Columbia University
CESAR BRAGA-PINTO, 2013
Northwestern University
MARTIN JoSEPH CAMARGO, 2015
University of Illinois, Urbana
JuLiE ANN CARLSON, 2015
University of California, Santa Barbara
CATHERINE CIEPIELA, 2013
Ambherst College
JENNY DAVIDSON, 2015
Columbia University

(continued)

723


https://doi.org/10.1632/pmla.2012.127.4.721

Advisory Committee (continued)

EL1ZABETH MADDOCK DILLON, 2013
Northeastern University
JosepPH ENTIN, 2013
Brooklyn College
MATT ERLIN, 2013
Washington University
GRANT FARRED, 2015
Cornell University
JOoSEPH FRANCESE, 2013
Michigan State University
CARLA A. FRECCERO, 2014
University of California, Santa Cruz
DEeBJANT GANGULY, 2015
Australian National University
REBECCA GARDEN, 2015
Upstate Medical University,
State University of New York
LAUREN M. E. GOODLAD, 2014
University of Illinois, Urbana
MARYEMMA GRAHAM, 2014
University of Kansas
JupITH HALBERSTAM, 2015
University of Southern California
SHIRLEY BRICE HEATH, 2014
Stanford University
DoNaALD HEDRICK, 2015
Kansas State University
PAauL HOPPER, 2013
Carnegie Mellon University
CHRISTOPH IRMSCHER, 2013
Indiana University, Bloomington
RosaNNE M. KENNEDY, 2014
Australian National University
DEVONEY LOOSER, 2013
University of Missouri, Columbia
CHRISTOPHER M. LUPKE, 2015
Washington State University, Pullman
DEBORAH LEA MADSEN, 2013
University of Geneva
LEEROM MEDOVOI, 2014
Portland State University
BRINDA J. MEHTA, 2015
Mills College
JEFFREY T. NEALON, 2013
Pennsylvania State University, University Park
ANURADHA DINGWANEY NEEDHAM, 2014
Oberlin College
DAviID PAN, 2013
University of California, Irvine
MaRrTA C. PEIXOTO, 2014
New York University
GEMA PILAR PEREZ-SANCHEZ, 2014
University of Miami
PauLA RABINOWITZ, 2013
University of Minnesota, Twin Cities
KARLIS RACEVSKIS, 2015
Ohio State University, Columbus
Jost M. RODRIGUEZ GARCIA, 2015
Duke University
GABRIELE M. SCHWAB, 2015
University of California, Irvine
MIHOKO SUZUKI, 2014
University of Miami
RicHARD H. WATTS, 2014
University of Washington, Seattle
CAROLYN S. WILLIAMS, 2013
Rutgers University, New Brunswick
DAvVID JosEPH WRISLEY, 2015
American University of Beirut

724

PMLA

OCTOBER 2012

890

905

912

918

925

932

939

947

954

963

968

973

980

983

987

994

Professional Subjectivity and the Attenuation of
Character in J. M. Coetzee’s Life & Times of Michael K
Davip BABcock

On the Rentier
BRrRUCE ROBBINS

theories and methodologies

The Slave’s Work: Reading Slavery through Hegel’s Master-Slave
Dialectic

GERARD ACHING

The Prehistory of Possessive Individualism

JENNIFER RAE GREESON

The Work of Genre: Labor, Identity, and Modern Capital in
Wordsworth and Verga

JosepH Luzzi

Working-Class Writing and the Use Value of the Literary

SONALI PERERA

Of Work and Leisure: Digital World’s Fairs and the Active Fairgoer
CrisTINA DELLA COLETTA

Obscenity and Work in Early-Eighteenth-Century British Fictions
LAURA J. ROSENTHAL

the changing profession

The Letter of Recommendation as Strange Work
MARGARET FERGUSON

The Work of Criticism in Journal Refereeing

RAMON SALDIVAR

Against Representation: Countless Hours for a Professor
FriEDA EKOTTO

Peer Mentoring in the Academy

ROBERTA JOHNSON

Directing and Teaching in a Summer Intensive Program in Portuguese
SEVERINO J. ALBUQUERQUE

External Reviews

JANE K. BRowN

Public Stakes, Public Stories: Service Learning in Literary Studies
MARCY SCHWARTZ

Work-Work Balance, Metrics, and Resetting the Balance
KATHLEEN WOODWARD

https://doi.org/10.1632/pmla.2012.127.4.721 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1632/pmla.2012.127.4.721

127.4

OCTOBER 2012

correspondents at large
1001 Assembly Movements and the Deregulation of the Political
STATHIS GOURGOURIS

1006 Dude, Where’s My Job?
WALTER BENN MICHAELS

1010 “Education Is Our Occupation”
CELESTE LANGAN

The essays by Dorian Bell, Debra A. Castillo, John E. Davidson, and Bruce Robbins
originated as presentations in the session devoted to this special topic at the
2011 MLA convention. Carolyn Steedman’s essay was commissioned for Theories
and Methodologies.

1016 Forum
MIiICHELLE BALAEV, HAROLD FROMM, CHERYLL GLOTFELTY,
MARIT J]. MACARTHUR, AND EDWARD MENDELSON

1022 Minutes of the MLA Executive Council
1036 In Memoriam

1038 Index of Advertisers

1066 Abstracts

1069 Contents of Volume 127 (2012)

Cover: Mario Carrefio, Cortadores de cafia (“Su-
garcane Cutters”), 1943. Duco on wood, 164 X
122 cm. © 2012 Artists Rights Society (ARS),
New York / CREAIMAGEN, Santiago de Chile.

725

https://doi.org/10.1632/pmla.2012.127.4.721 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1632/pmla.2012.127.4.721

