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APSA Publishes New Book on Civic
Engagement Education

or a democracy to function effec-

tively, its citizens must participate.

Furthermore, these same citizens
must deliberate effectively, engage with
one another, and arrive at workable com-
promises. Although these skills are criti-
cal for a vibrant society, the means to
learn and develop them—civic engage-
ment education—is lacking in American
education today. Teaching Civic Engage-
ment Across the Disciplines evaluates the
goals, challenges, and rewards of inte-
grating civic education into the curricu-
lum, highlighting best practices across
disciplines and campuses.

Editors Elizabeth C. Matto, Alison Rios
Millett McCartney, Elizabeth A. Bennion,
and Dick Simpson have gathered a diverse
group of 38 contributors who approach
civic engagement education from multiple
disciplines and perspectives. The result
is a book that is nuanced, far reaching,
and practical for all educators. The book
explains how campuses can promote high
quality education for civic engagement,
providing a wealth of examples of success-
ful practices, techniques, and assessment
strategies.

The first section lays a foundation for
successful civic engagement education,
discussing the optimum classroom and
campus environment, the government’s
role in civic education, and the history of
civic education, particularly in political
science. The next section explores the pur-
pose and practice of civic education as and
the importance of integrating such educa-
tion across the disciplines, including the
arts, engineering, and general education.
Finally, the last section moves beyond the
classroom to explore additional ways to
expand civic engagement across the dis-
ciplines and throughout campus life. The
chapters argue that politics effects every
person and profession; therefore, educat-
ing students of all disciplines will prepare
them to successful engage in their commu-
nities throughout their lives and careers.

As democracies and societies become
increasingly complex, education for civic
engagement becomes ever more critical. It
should not be confined to government or
civics classes, but should be available to all
students in all areas of study. Civic engage-
ment education can provide students with
the knowledge, skills, values, and confidence
they need to be active, engaged citizens who
make a meaningful difference in their com-
munities.

ENDORSEMENTS FOR THE BOOK

“Any college faculty member or adminis-
trator who cares about the future of our
country should read this splendid book.
In more than two thoughtful dozen
essays, the volume focuses not just on
learning about how governments work,
but, more important, on how students
can gain the knowledge, skills, and attri-
butes necessary to be actively engaged
in public-policy and politics. These
capacities are essential if our democ-
racy is to function as it should. Faculty
and administrators in fields across the
curriculum and co-curriculum will find
practical wisdom about teaching demo-
cratic practices.”

—Thomas Ehrlich, President Emeritus,
Indiana University

“Editors Matto, McCartney, Bennion, and
Simpson—along with the authors of the
chapters in this volume—make substan-
tial contributions to our understanding of
the dynamics of civic engagement across
disciplines. Their research is grounded
in theoretical innovation and empirical
investigation, advancing knowledge about
teaching civic engagement well beyond
the discipline of political science by pro-
viding examples of civic education that
reach across departments and programs. It
is “must reading” for anyone interested in
civic education.”

—Jane Junn, Professor of Political Sci-
ence, University of Southern California
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Across the Disciplines

“Teaching Civic Engagement Across the
Disciplines, offers a unique approach
that is both cross-disciplinary and inter-
disciplinary evidence for training tomor-
row's citizenry. By providing the theory,
practice and tools to faculty who want to
involve students in their communities
and beyond, this edited volume recom-
mends techniques, such as institutional
programming, faculty development,
and interdisciplinary opportunities for
involving students in their social and
political world. As a genuine contribution
to the field of civic engagement, Teaching
Civic Engagement Across the Disciplines
should be in every institution of higher
education's library.”

—Bobbi Gentry, Assistant Professor
of Political Science, Bridgewater College

COMPANION WEBSITE

Along with the book, APSA and the edi-
tors have built a companion website with
supplementary materials from the book
as well as a free ebook version! The web-
site will provide an ongoing resource
for educators dedicated to civic engage-
ment education. The site can be found at
www.apsanet.org/tce2. m
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