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Later he sledged in Svalbard, and later still worked with
reindeer herders in Lapland. Croft writes lingeringly of
these times: clearly he was laying down guidelines for
later life. He never reached Antarctica, but unknown to
him, his influence there was strong. A later generation of
sledgers, myself included, learned much from his detailed,
sensitive accounts of polar travel and camping.

The rest of the book is no less exciting. Before and
between expeditions Croft had lived in Germany and
France, acquiring languages and odd experiences. He met
Nansen and many other key figures of the times, sat on
platforms with Hitler, and may have been the only English-
man to see the Reichstag burning. He came to know
Scandinavia well. World War II found him a ready leader.
With the army he saw action in Finland and Scandinavia,
later with resistance forces in Corsica and mainland France.
The army and he seem to have used each other sensibly.
Staying in after the war Croft saw service on the North-
West Frontier, designed equipment for Korean and all-too-
probable Arctic warfare, and took part in Canadian Opera-
tion Muskox. Involved in the education of boy-entrants
and army apprentices, he brought in — what better? —
adventure training to develop character and self-confi-
dence. Betweenwhiles he raised a family of his own. On
retirement in 1960 he served a further 11 years as comman-
dant of the Metropolitan Police Cadet Corps, again using
adventure training to stimulate initiative and leadership.
This turned out to be his most exciting job of all: parachut-
ing, he declares, had nothing on it.

Did adventure makeAndrew Croft the full man that he
so clearly is? His book provides many clues. Polar and
wartime experiences were clearly invaluable, but there
were other less obvious influences: he learnt never again to
fear any man, not in the heat of battle, but on the shop-floor
of a Carlisle cotton factory. A country that values its
Andrew Crofts had better ensure that it is still producing
them. Does Britain still create young folk of his calibre,
and are there adventures still for those who seek them? We
shall be sadly impoverished if not. (Bernard Stonehouse,
Scott Polar Research Institute, University of Cambridge,
Lensfield Road, Cambridge CB2 1ER.)
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