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Context Series
Keith Hawkins and john M.
Thomas, Editors

The study of legal institutions and
legal processes is increasingly
attracting the attention of social
scientists. Law schools have
introduced courses concerned with
actors and institutions (judges,
prosecutors, litigants) alongside the
courses dealing with formal rules and
case law.
The Law in Social Context Series
was established to address these
topics, and to provide a forum for
discussion of interdisciplinary
research in the socio..legal field.
Books in the series will lead to
greater appreciation of the
relationships among issues in law,
government, and public policy.
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Examination copies available.

Reforming the Workplace
A Study of Self-Regulation in
Occupational Safety
joseph Rees
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The Republic
of Choice

Law, Authority, and Culture

LAWRENCE M. FRIEDMAN

In this imaginative exploration of modern legal culture, Lawrence

Friedman addresses how the contemporary idea of individual

rights has altered the legal systems and authority structures of

Western society. Every aspect of law, he argues-from civil

rights to personal-injury litigation to divorce law-has been

profoundly reshaped, reflecting the power of this concept.

"This is the first book that draws on the social research about law

that has burgeoned in the last twenty years to produce a general

interpretive characterization of contemporary American society. It

is full of keen and original observations about the 'legal culture'

and the public consciousness that informs and expresses it."

-Marc Galanter,

University of Wisconsin-Madison Law School

"This book synthesizes much that has been going on in American

culture, both in general attitudes and more specifically with

respect to law and legal culture. There are few legal scholars

that have Friedman's breadth of background across a vast range

of legal issues, and this shows in the wide variety of materials

and examples that are brought to bear in behalf of his central

thesis."

-Stanton \tVheeler, Yale Law School

$27.50 cloth

Harvard University Press
79 Garden Street, Cambridge, M~ 02138

(617) 495-2480
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