
retrospective approach is to the monograph’s undoubted advantage since consideration of
the problematic issues of the SCO, divorced from its historical and legal development, will
not show the prerequisites for their occurrence and prospects for their solution.

The monograph opens with a review of the history of the formation of the SCO and a
study of the legal foundations of its construction and functioning. Further, the mono-
graphic study moves into the mainstream of individual current and promising areas of
SCO activity. The final part is devoted to the issues of further development and the estab-
lishment of new areas of action for the SCO.

In conclusion, this monograph significantly contributes to the development of legal
science in the study of legal cooperation in Eurasia and the processes of regionalism
and universalism in international law. On the one hand, it invites discussion of the stated
topic. On the other hand, it guides future legal research related to Eurasian integration,
international law, and other legal sciences. In addition, it is only possible to note the prac-
tical significance of this scientific work. The identified problems of interstate cooperation
within the framework of the SCO and the solutions proposed for them can positively
impact the future development and functioning of this international organization.
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Assessing the impact that security concerns should have on the operation of international
law is tough. Sitting right at the edge of law and politics, it requires the identification of
the limits of law in high-stakes moments of serious political and legal contestation. The
nature of security compounds this difficulty: it is a protean concept (p. 1) that, in recent
years, has expanded its scope in international relations from being focused on the phys-
ical protection of a state’s territory and population to covering risks to the economy, food
and energy resources, health, and the environment (p. 2). In the face of this expansion,
how should international courts decide when a state’s security interest justifies deroga-
tion from an international law obligation? How much deference should judges have for
politicians claiming their decisions are necessary for security reasons?

The above book provides a rigorous doctrinal analysis of how the concept of security is
used in international law, including customary law, treaties, and courts. Nasu is an out-
standing guide: his comprehensive description, explanation, and analysis is notable for
its clarity and accessibility and is an invaluable practical resource for understanding
how security can and should be used in legal argumentation.

The book has an elegant structure. Chapter 1 begins by using security studies scholar-
ship to inform its analytical framework, demonstrating the elasticity of security and illus-
trating the challenge faced in identifying its boundaries. In Chapter 2, Nasu locates

Asian Journal of International Law 409

https://doi.org/10.1017/S2044251323000152 Published online by Cambridge University Press

http://westpointpress.com/security-in-international-law
http://westpointpress.com/security-in-international-law
http://westpointpress.com/security-in-international-law
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0709-3943
https://doi.org/10.1017/S2044251323000152


security in customary international law and treaties, demonstrating the centrality of
national security to international law. Against this backdrop, Chapters 3 to 5 show how
international courts have dealt with security, including as a jurisdictional bar, in treaty
interpretation, and in assessing when measures derogating from international obligations
are justified. In Chapter 6, he considers how international institutions have used security
to expand their remit, particularly in their response to crises, asking if this can be con-
sistent with the international rule of law.

Nasu provides ample evidence that there needs to be more consistency in how inter-
national judges deal with security issues. He rightly explains that this reflects the difficult
position those adjudicating security claims face: they must weigh the importance of inter-
national actors having discretion in emergencies against the public interest in ensuring
legal accountability. To this end, his focus on case law is productive, showing the complex-
ity of identifying when the invocation of ‘security’ in specific situations is appropriate and
how, without care, courts can use what purport to be the same legal tests to justify rad-
ically different outcomes.

Nasu ends his book by arguing that judicial consistency is crucial for international law to
justify solutions to normative problems through the objective application of legal rules. He
identifies three principles that have the potential to promote consistency by serving as gen-
eral standards for assessing security claims: requiring security claims to be made in good
faith, ensuring that responses to security concerns comply with the principle of legality,
and requiring that the means of protecting security are proportionate to the threat.
International lawyers would do well to adopt these principles and, in doing so, find a better
balance between ensuring that international actors have the necessary discretion to respond
to security threats and maintaining legal oversight and the international rule of law.
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In 2020, the world faced a global pandemic with lasting consequences. COVID-19 affected
all – rich or poor, developed or non-developed. It was not an issue for a particular coun-
try; instead, it was a global problem to which all countries were reacting to protect their
citizens from the disease. Although there now seems to be a return to normalcy, it would
be prudent to reassess the handling of the pandemic. This book is multifaceted, covering
various topics on COVID-19 in different Asian countries, and assumes the role of a
historical resource and a legal and policy handbook. The thirty chapters on the different
situations of COVID-19 in each country in Asia are written by sixty-one experts in the field
of either policy or law from seventeen different jurisdictions and, by describing everyday
life in each of the countries, return readers to the COVID-19 period when everything was

410 Book Reviews

https://doi.org/10.1017/S2044251323000152 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9852-3808
https://doi.org/10.1017/S2044251323000152

