
https://doi.org/10.1632/pmla.2018.133.2.249 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1632/pmla.2018.133.2.249


March 2018

Volume 133  Number 2

PMLA
Publications of the Modern Language Association of America

Published ive times a year by the association

https://doi.org/10.1632/pmla.2018.133.2.249 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1632/pmla.2018.133.2.249


[ P M L A

250

THE MODERN LANGUAGE  

ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA

[ Organized 1883, Incorporated 1900 ]
Officers

FOR THE TERM ENDING 6  JANUARY 2019

President

Anne Ruggles Gere 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor

First Vice President

Simon E. Gikandi 
Princeton University

Second Vice President

Judith Butler 
University of California, Berkeley

Executive Director

Paula M. Krebs

Executive Council

FOR THE TERM ENDING 6 JANUARY 2019

Emily Apter 
New York University

Vicky Unruh 
University of Kansas

FOR THE TERM ENDING 12 JANUARY 2020

Angelika Bammer 
Emory University

Amanda Licastro 
Stevenson University

David Tse-chien Pan 
University of California, Irvine

Rafael A. Ramirez Mendoza 
University of California, Los Angeles

FOR THE TERM ENDING 10 JANUARY 2021

Eric Hayot 
Penn State University, University Park

Evie Shockley 
Rutgers University, New Brunswick

Dana A. Williams 
Howard University

FOR THE TERM ENDING 9 JANUARY 2022

Jean Elizabeth Howard 
Columbia University

Elizabeth Mathews Losh 
College of William and Mary

Leah Richards 
LaGuardia Community College,  

City University of New York

Ramon Saldivar 
Stanford University

Trustees of Invested Funds
William H. Janeway  

(Managing Trustee) 
New York, New York

Domna C. Stanton 
New York, New York

Catharine R. Stimpson 
New York, New York

PMLA (ISSN 0030-8129) is published ive times a year, in January, March, May, September, 
and October, by the Modern Language Association of America. Membership in the associa-
tion is open to persons who are professionally interested in the modern languages and lit-
eratures. Information about annual dues, which include subscription to PMLA, is available 
at www .mla .org/ Membership/ About-Membership. Membership applications are available on 
request and at www .mla .org/ Membership/ Join-the-MLA.

For libraries and other institutions, a subscription in 2018 to the electronic format of PMLA 
alone is $215 and to the print and electronic formats is $235 (domestic and Canadian) or $270 
(foreign). Subscriptions also include online access to the 2002–17 volumes. Agents deduct four 
percent as their fee. Claims for undelivered issues will be honored if they are received within six 
months of the publication date; thereater the single-issue price will be charged. To order an in-
stitutional subscription, call or write MLA Member and Administrative Services (646 576-5166;  
subscrip@mla.org).

Single copies of issues for the current year and the previous one are available at www 
.mla .org/ store/ CID70 and from MLA Member and Administrative Services (646 576-5161; 
 bookorders@mla .org).

he MLA publication and editorial oices are located at 85 Broad Street, suite 500, New 
York, NY 10004-2434 (646 576-5000; pmlasubmissions@mla.org).

All communications concerning membership, including change-of-address notifications, 
should be sent to Member and Administrative Services, MLA, 85 Broad Street, suite 500, New 
York, NY 10004-2434 (646 576-5151; membership@mla.org).

Periodicals postage paid at New York, NY, and at additional mailing oices.
© 2018 by he Modern Language Association of America. All rights reserved. Printed in 

the United States of America. MLA and the MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION are 
trademarks owned by the Modern Language Association of America.

Library of Congress Catalog Card Number 12-32040. United States Postal Service Number 
449-660.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to PMLA, Member and Administrative Services, 
MLA, 85 Broad Street, suite 500, New York, NY 10004-2434.

PUBLICATIONS OF  

THE MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA

[ Published ive times a year ]
Available online at JSTOR and MLAJournals.org;  

indexed in the MLA International Bibliography.

••
Editor 

Wai Chee Dimock 
Yale University

Managing Editor of MLA Publications 

Angela Gibson

Head of Periodical Publications 

Sara Pastel

Senior Editor 

Barney Latimer

Associate Editor 

Jennifer A. Rappaport

Assistant Editors 

John D. Golbach 
Joseph Wallace

Advertising Manager and 

Submissions Associate 

Annabel Schneider

Editorial Assistant 

Rafael Fonseca

PMLA

https://doi.org/10.1632/pmla.2018.133.2.249 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1632/pmla.2018.133.2.249


1 3 3 . 2  ]

251

Editorial Board
Colleen Glenney Boggs, 2018 

Dartmouth College

Vilashini Cooppan, 2018 
University of California, Santa Cruz

Jorge Coronado, 2019 
Northwestern University

Anjali Prabhu, 2018 
Wellesley College

Paul K. Saint-Amour, 2019 
University of Pennsylvania

Chenxi Tang, 2019 
University of California, Berkeley

Advisory Committee
Idelber V. Avelar, 2019  

Tulane University 

Ralph Bauer, 2019 
University of Maryland, College Park

Karen E. Beckman, 2019 
University of Pennsylvania

Anke Birkenmaier, 2020 
Indiana University, Bloomington

Heather Blurton, 2018 
University of California, Santa Barbara

Edyta M. Bojanowska, 2019 
Rutgers University, New Brunswick

Carine Bourget, 2018 
University of Arizona, Tucson

A. Suresh Canagarajah, 2020 
Penn State University, University Park

William A. Cohen, 2018 
University of Maryland, College Park

Bradin Cormack, 2020 
Princeton University

Carolyn Dinshaw, 2019 
New York University

Daylanne K. English, 2018 
Macalester College

Regenia Gagnier, 2019 
University of Exeter

Fred L. Gardaphe, 2019 
Queens College, City University of New York

Christina Gerhardt, 2019 
University of Hawai‘i, Mānoa

Amalia Gladhart, 2020 
University of Oregon

Robert J. Griffin, 2019 
Texas A&M University, College Station

Corrinne Harol, 2018 
University of Alberta

Héctor Hoyos, 2020 
Stanford University

Caren Irr, 2020 
Brandeis University

Sean Latham, 2018 
University of Tulsa

Naomi Iliana Mandel, 2018 
University of Rhode Island

(continued)

253 Submitting Manuscripts to PMLA

253 Forthcoming in PMLA

254 Features in PMLA

257 Editor’s Column—Historicism, Presentism, Futurism

••
264 The Classroom in the Canon: T. S. Eliot’s Modern English 

Literature Extension Course for Working People and The 

Sacred Wood 

Rachel Sagner Buurma and Laura Heffernan

282 Forms and Celestial Motion in Chaucer’s Complaint of Mars 

Kara Gaston

296 Song in Reverse: The Medieval Prosimetrum and Lyric Theory 

Ricardo Matthews 

314 Blake’s Visions of the Daughters of Albion and the 

Biopolitical Unconscious 

Karen Hadley

329 The Impassive Novel: “Brain-Building” in Walter Pater’s 

Marius the Epicurean 

Michael Tondre

347 Rethinking Ionesco’s Absurd: The Bald Soprano in the 

Interlingual Context of Vichy and Postwar France 

Julia Elsky

••
theories and methodologies

On Viet Thanh Nguyen’s The Sympathizer, The Refugees, and 
Nothing Ever Dies

364 Slips and Slides 

Sarah Chihaya

371 Vietnam, the Movie: Part Deux 

Sylvia Shin Huey Chong

378 Un-American: Refugees and the Vietnam War 

Yogita Goyal

384 The Lasting Lure of the Asian Mystery 

Yunte Huang

Contents MARCH 2018

https://doi.org/10.1632/pmla.2018.133.2.249 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1632/pmla.2018.133.2.249


[ P M L A

252

388 The Sympathizer: A Dialectical Reading 

Anjali Prabhu

396 Between “I” and “We”: Viet Thanh Nguyen’s Interethnic Multitudes 

Caroline Rody

406 Viet Thanh Nguyen and the Scholar–Public Intellectual 

Min Hyoung Song

413 The Literary Dubbing of Confession 

Ben Tran

420 The Ethnic Author Represents the Body Count 

Sunny Xiang

428 Dislocation Is My Location 

Viet Thanh Nguyen

criticism in translation

437 Two Themes in Bleak House 

Ibrahim Younisi 

Introduction and translation by Sina Rahmani

443 Forum 

Matthew Berretta

445 In Memoriam

448 Index of Advertisers

463 Abstracts

Advisory Committee (continued)

Mary McAlpin, 2020 
University of Tennessee, Knoxville

Tom Mole, 2018 
University of Edinburgh

Kate Paesani, 2020 
University of Minnesota, Twin Cities

James A. Parente, 2019 
University of Minnesota, Twin Cities

Jorge P. Pérez, 2020 
University of Texas, Austin

Samantha Pinto, 2020 
Georgetown University

Ato Quayson, 2018 
University of Toronto

Jean-Michel Rabaté, 2019 
University of Pennsylvania

Elizabeth Rhodes, 2020 
Boston College

Jill Robbins, 2018 
University of California, Merced

Sarah Ruffing Robbins, 2020 
Texas Christian University

Debarati Sanyal, 2020 
University of California, Berkeley

Elizabeth Sauer, 2018 
Brock University

Ken Seigneurie, 2018 
Simon Fraser University

Garrett A. Sullivan, 2018 
Penn State University, University Park

Anthony Julian Tamburri, 2019 
Queens College, City University of New York

Jane C. Tylus, 2019 
New York University

Stefan Wheelock, 2020 
George Mason University

Sharon A. Willis, 2018 
University of Rochester

Sarah Winter, 2020 
University of Connecticut, Storrs

Jiwei Xiao, 2018 
Fairield University

Michael G. Ziser, 2019 
University of California, Davis

Cover: The “Clock of Doors” from The Book 

of Knowledge of Ingenious Mechanical De-

vices, by al-Jazari, 1181–1206. © HIP / Wer-

ner Forman Archive / Art Resources, NY.

 MARCH 2018

https://doi.org/10.1632/pmla.2018.133.2.249 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1632/pmla.2018.133.2.249

