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strong dose of anti-Catholicism. Ockenga himself was a staunch antagonist of
the American Catholic role in the public sphere at the very same time that he
pumped up the Evangelical role. He was also a member of the core Protestant
public worriers about John F. Kennedy’s election in 1960. The omission of this
theme is perhaps understandable. Strachan’s book is closely focused after all.
In the same line, Stratham also fails to mention the Evangelicals and Catholics
Together Movement, launched in 1994, led by Charles Colson and Richard
John Neuhaus, and populated by an impressive list of Evangelical intellectuals
and academics who could be characterized as the grandchildren of the
Cambridge Intellectuals. There is no mention of the relationship of the
Evangelicals to the Catholic Church: nothing in the text and nothing in the
index. Perhaps we need another book on this aspect of the New
Evangelicalism.

For those who are interested in American Evangelicalism, the book belongs
on the shelf next to the admirable historical work of George Marsden, Joel
Carpenter, Bradley Longfield, D. G. Hart, Earnest Sandeen, and Mark Noll, a dis-
tinguished line of historians of American Evangelicalism. It can be read with
profit by advanced undergraduates and should be required of graduate students
in theology and American history seminars.

WILLIAM M. SHEA
College of the Holy Cross

Christian Thought and Practice: A Primer. By Natalie Kertes Weaver. Rev. ed.
Winona, MN: Anselm Academic, 2015. 278 pages. $25.98 (paper).
doi: 10.1017/hor.2016.96

This affordable textbook can help students build a groundwork for future
theological studies and has especially compelling interstitial material to help
students see the practical implications of scholarly study, but it does exhibit
some shortcomings common to textbooks, such as brief overviews of some
topics and limited primary source material.

The book’s first three chapters address Christian thought, introducing fun-
damental and methodological issues in Christian theology. The first chapter
lays out ways theology traditionally has been understood as a scholarly disci-
pline, and identifies a number of significant theological subdisciplines. By
also introducing the terms religion, belief, faith, and spirituality, the chapter
helps readers to see how theology fits within a constellation of human activ-
ities related to engaging the divine. This section then moves on to discuss the
sources for Christian theology: chapter 2 focuses on Scripture, giving a brief
account of the Old and New Testaments and tracing the development of
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biblical scholarship. Chapter 3 reveals the book’s Roman Catholic orientation
by discussing three additional sources for doing theology: tradition, reason,
and experience.

The next set of chapters, 4-7, addresses practice, by exploring Christian
history, doctrine, organizational structure, and worship through historical
and anthropological approaches. Especially noteworthy are the chapters on
history and doctrine. After briefly summarizing Christian history from the bib-
lical period (including the Old Testament period), through the patristic era,
Middle Ages, and Reformation, to the modern era, the book notes that stu-
dents need to understand history and context if they are to understand the
“rationale behind Christian theology and formal expressions of faith” (96).
The book articulates a number of useful guiding questions to help students
situate Christian beliefs and behaviors according to their time and place.

The final set of chapters explores applications and practices of Christian
theology in the contemporary world: Christianity and non-Christian religions,
Christianity and ethics, contemporary spirituality and Christian thought, and
global Christianity. Introducing how Christianity is lived out amid pluralism
and in diverse settings is especially relevant for the “postaffiliated” undergrad-
uate student population of North American higher education.

The book effectively provides readers with a clear, accessible overview of
Christianity. The chapters include a good mix and appropriate level of maps,
time lines, informational charts, and images. Each chapter concludes with
questions for review and discussion, and resources for further exploration.
The review prompts, however, tend to assess comprehension more than
open discussion, which points to the book’s primary task: to describe
Christian thought and practice so that students have a foundation for creative,
deep theological exploration—the kind of exploration they will do through
engaging theological texts or in classroom discussion with their peers and
teacher. The resource sections list books, websites, and—impressively—
films to complement the chapter’s content. Additionally, chapters frequently
include sidebar text boxes, in which Weaver reveals her experience and
acumen as a teacher by writing in a conversational, accessible voice and con-
necting the material to practical, contemporary matters. These sidebars
strengthen the book’s value significantly, as they helpfully invite readers
into the study of Christian thought and practice.

Concerns about the book are two. First, the chapter “Christianity and Non-
Christian Religions” addresses Judaism, Islam, Hinduism, and Buddhism—all
within about fifteen pages. Weaver indicates that at best her summaries are
cursory treatments of the religions. While this qualification is appreciated,
the benefit of including such brief summaries of the religious traditions is
not clear, particularly since no Christian theological questions are ultimately
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addressed in relation to them. Second, faculty who assign the book for a course
that also involves writing instruction should take care to help students under-
stand its scope and genre as a fextbook. Inexperienced writers may mistake
the encyclopedic rhetorical style as an appropriate model for their own
writing, which will not encourage them to practice supporting their claims
with reasons and evidence. This is a limitation of the textbook genre generally
speaking, and not particular to Weaver’s book. However, the book’s lightweight
size, black-and-white print, and inexpensive price tag may prevent students from
clearly recognizing that it is a textbook and should be used as such.

MARA BRECHT
St. Norbert College

Rethinking Christian Forgiveness: Theological, Philosophical, and Psychological
Explorations. By James K. Voiss, S]. Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Press, 2015. xx
+ 428 pages. $34.95 (paper).

doi: 10.1017/hor.2016.97

This book sets out to explore the distinctiveness of Christian forgiveness. It
does so in the most thorough way, leading the reader through extensive liter-
ature in philosophy, psychology, and theology. While the ultimate goal is to
address Christian forgiveness, the topic of forgiveness, in light of rampant
abuses of human dignity in the last century, has garnered attention from a
range of scholars in recent decades.

The book is divided into three parts. Part 1 reviews philosophical and psy-
chological works on forgiveness, in three chapters. The first deals with philo-
sophical approaches from a French-Continental perspective, focusing
primarily on Jacques Derrida, with the response of Paul Ricoeur. Here, the
main issue is whether there is such a thing as “pure” forgiveness, and
whether it is even possible. Chapter 2 turns to Anglo-American approaches,
which assume forgiveness is possible and focus on the conditions under
which it can be enacted. The primary concerns revolve around resentment
or affectivity in general, at the same time assuming a cognitive element to for-
giveness, while treating forgiveness as a distinctively moral problem. The
third chapter treats psychological approaches, in which pain and healing
come to the fore; forgiveness may be a therapeutic issue that goes beyond
merely moral concerns.

In part 2, James Voiss begins to explore his own approach, outlining a
more phenomenological tack. He excavates what in fact occurs when forgive-
ness is enacted. His emphasis is on human becoming and the dynamism of
“matrices of meaning,” within which occur events that call for forgiveness.
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