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Six chimpanzees (Pan troglodytes) walk along a
wheel track in a road cut by their second-closest
living evolutionary relatives, Homo sapiens, best
of the primates at tools and war. Over five
decades, eighteen chimpanzee communities and
four bonobo (Pan paniscus) communities have
been observed for lethal aggression. Chimpanzee
groups, but not bonobo groups, were found of-
ten to have attacked each other and, when odds
were favorable, to have killed conspecifics. Chim-
panzees were thought to have killed one hundred
fifty-three of their own kind, bonobos one. Had
chimpanzees been perverted by contacts with hu-
mans? An old question with a new and secure
answer: no. Propensity for lethal aggression was
unrelated to degree of human contact. A road
may have come to mark a group’s border, but the
urge to patrol such a border — or to advance
it at another community’s expense — must have
proved more adaptive for one Pan species than for
the other. (This photograph was taken by Profes-
sor John C. Mitani, Department of Anthropology,
University of Michigan. We appreciate the cour-
tesy of its use. Professor Mitani also co-authored
the first- and second-cited studies in Johnson &
Thayer, “The evolution of offensive realism: sur-
vival under anarchy from the Pleistocene to the
the lead article in this issue of Politics
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Welcome to PLS

ciplinary peer-reviewed journal with a global

audience. PLS is owned by the AssociATiON
FOR PoLiTics AND THE LIFE SCIENCES, the APLS
(www.aplsnet.org), which is both an American Political
Science Association (APSA) Related Group and an
American Institute of Biological Sciences (AIBS)
Member Society. PLS has been published by Cambridge
University Press since Spring 2015.

PLS publishes original scholarly research at the
intersection of politics and the life sciences. The topic
range includes evolutionary and laboratory insights
into political behavior, from decision-making to
leadership, cooperation, and competition; evolutionary
analysis of political intolerance and violence, from
group conflict to warfare, terrorism, and torture;
political and political-economic analysis of life-sciences
research, health policy, agricultural and environmental
policy, and biosecurity policy; philosophical analysis
of bioethical controversies; and historical analysis
of currently misunderstood issues within the range
described above. Contributors include political scien-
tists, political psychologists, life scientists, clinicians,
health-policy scholars, bioethicists, biosecurity and
international-security experts, environmental scientists
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and ecological economists, moral and evolutionary
philosophers, political and environmental historians,
communications and public-opinion researchers, and
legal scholars.

PLS is printed, mailed, and posted online (jour-
nals.cambridge.org/pls) twice annually, in the spring
and fall, by Cambridge University Press. Papers
succeeding in peer review, once emerging from
revision and prepress routines, may be published
online-before-print for access by subscribers, requesting
journalists, and, in featured instances, the public.

PLS is indexed comprehensively in full text, from
its first to its latest issue, at Cambridge Journals
Online (www.journals.cambridge.org/pls). PLS is
indexed comprehensively from March 2004, issue
23(1), at BioOne.2 (www.bioone.org). All titles and
abstracts are indexed in MEDLINE at PubMed
(www.pubmed.gov). Back issues are archived in full
text at JSTOR (www.jstor.org). PLS is also included
in Academic Search Alumni Edition, Academic Search
Premier, Academic Search Product Family, International
Political Science Abstracts, Psychology & Behavioral
Sciences Collection, and Social Sciences Abstracts
— all aggregated for institutions by EBSCOhost®, a
commercial service.
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