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NOTICE TO CONTRIBUTORS

The British Journal of Psychiatry is published monthly under the auspices of the Royal College of Psychiatrists.
The jJournal publishes original work in all fields of psychiatry. Communications on general editorial matters,
including manuscripts for publication, printed matter and books for review, should be sent to The Editor,
The Royal College of Psychiatrists, 17 Belgrave Square, London SW1X 8PG.

Contributions are accepted for publication on condition that their substance has not been published or
submitted for publication elsewhere. The journal does not hold itself responsible for statements made by
contributors. Unless so stated, material in the Journal does not necessarily reflect the views of the Editor or of
the Royal College of Psychiatrists.

Articles published become the property of the Fournal and can be published elsewhere in full or part only
with the Editor’s written permission.

Manuscripts Three high quality copies (one of which should be the original typescript) should be submitted.
Articles must be typed on one side of the paper only with double spacing and wide margins, and the pages
must be numbered.

The title should be brief and to the point. A sub-title may be used to amplify the main title. The names of
the authors should appear on the title page; their names, degrees, and affiliations should be given at the end of
the paper.

A summary should be given at the beginning of the article. It should be brief and factual and not normally
more than 120 words.

References should be listed alphabetically at the end of the paper, the titles of journals being given in full.
For the reference list, authors should follow the style of the Journal and study the illustrations set out below.
Titles of books and of journals will be printed in italics and should therefore be underlined in the typescript.

KenpeLL, R. E. (1974) The stability of psychiatric diagnoses. British Journal of Psychiatry, 124, 352-8.

RUTTER, M., T1zARD, J. & WHrTMORE, K. (1970) Education, Health and Behaviour, p 14. London: Longman.

Scorr, P. D. (1964) Definition, classification, prognosis and treatment. In Pathology and Treatment of Sexual

Deviation (ed. I. Rosen). Oxford University Press.

Durkuem, E. (1897) Le Suicide. Paris. Translated 1952 as Suicide: A Study in Sociology, by J. A. Spaulding

and C. Simpson, pp 191-206. London: Routledge and Kegan Paul.

In the text, references should be made by giving in brackets the name of the author and the year of
publication, e.g. (Smith, 1971); or ‘Smith (1971) showed that . ..

Symbols and Abbreviations Follow ‘Units, Symbols and Abbreviations, a Guide for Biological and
Medical Editors and Authors’ (1971, The Royal Society of Medicine, 1 Wimpole Street, London W1M 8AE).
Terms or abbreviations which might not be understood by the average reader should be explained.

Tables and Figures Each table and figure must be on a separate sheet and its desired position in the
text should be indicated (Table II here). Figures should be original drawings or glossy photos (not photocopies) ;
the author’s name and the title of the paper should be written in pencil on the back. Tables and figures should
be self-explanatory, with adequate headings and footnotes. Units of measure must always be clearly indicated.

Editing Manuscripts accepted for publication are subject to copy-editing and to editorial changes
required for conformity with Journal style.

Proofs A proof will be sent to the senior author of an article. Corrections other than printer’s errors
may be disallowed or charged to the authors. Reprints prepared at the same time as the Fournal should be
ordered for all authors from the printers when the proof is returned to the Editor.

General advice to authors In the assessment of papers submitted to the Journal, great importance is attached
to conciseness and clarity. Authors should study ‘General Notes on the Preparation of Scientific Papers’, published
by the Royal Society (6 Carlton House Terrace, London SW1Y 5AG), 1974 edition. They should check the
accuracy of all references in their manuscript and ensure that dates and spellings correspond in the text and
reference list.
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