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sponsored by the Modern Language 
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DANTE'S
POETS

TEXTUALITY AND TRUTH 
IN THE COMEDY

Teodolinda Barolini

Teodolinda Barolini
DANTE’S POETS:
TEXTUALITY AND TRUTH
IN THE COMEDY
Published by Princeton University Press

Glauco Cambon
MICHELANGELO’S POETRY:
FURY OF FORM
Published by Princeton University Press

At your bookstore or
Princeton University Press
41 William Street, Princeton, NJ 08540

NOVELA/NIVOLA
MIGUEL DE UNAMUNO 
Translated, with an introduction, 
by Anthony Kerrigan
Annotated by Martin Nozick and
Anthony Kerrigan
With a foreword by Jean Cassou 

The three remarkable pieces of fiction in
cluded in this volume are not so much 
novelas, novels, as nivolas, a form invented 
by Unamuno. The first nivola, Mist, an
ticipates by seven years Pirandello’s Six 
Characters in Search of an Author. In it the 
central character rebels, turning on 
Unamuno his maker and proclaiming that if 
he must die, then so must his author. In the 
second nivola, Abel Sanchez, the story is 
told of Joaquin, who feverishly envies the 
unfairly favored Abel his easy fame and 
chance for immortality through his 
painting. The protagonist of the third 
nivola. How to Make a Novel, is fatally 
attracted to a book in which he reads: 
“When the reader comes to the end of 
this painful story he will die with me.” 
Bollingen Series LXXXV.6
Now available in paperback: $10.50

FICCIONES
FOUR STORIES AND A PLAY 
MIGUEL DE UNAMUNO 
Translated by
Anthony Kerrigan
With an introduction and
notes by Martin Nozick 

The renowned Spanish philosopher
Miguel de Unamuno (1864-1936) 
questioned the traditional theology of the 
Roman Catholic Church and was once ex
iled from Spain for his provocative political 
attitudes. He also rejected the laws that dis
tinguish one literary genre from another. 
Thus, some of his finest essays are short 
stories, and vice versa. Included in this 
volume, available for the first time in paper
back, are four stories—Tia Tula: The Novel 
of Don Sandalio, Chess Player; The Madness 
of Doctor Montarco: Saint Manuel Bueno, 
Martyr—and the play The Other.
Bollingen Series LXXXV:7
Now available in paperback: $8.95
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century Arthurian epic seems to support the view that women in strongly patriarchal so
cieties are expected to speak with men rarely and to employ appropriate negative-politeness 
strategies to minimize the imposition. When Lady Enite breaks the rules, her husband im
poses, on pain of death, a command of silence. She repeatedly disobeys but saves her life 
by using the requisite strategies to beg for forgiveness. Her impudence is nevertheless 
punished with demotion to servant status. On closer analysis, however, one must agree with 
Erec that he has merely been testing his wife and note that Hartmann is advocating a far 
more active and vocal role for women in the marriage relationship than first meets the eye. 
(PMMcC)
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Abstract. El Periquillo Sarniento, the first Spanish American novel, by Jose Joaquin Fer- 
nandez de Lizardi, was published in Nueva Espafla in 1816. The book’s reception at that 
moment, when Mexico was fighting for independence, cries out for a reader-response in
terpretation sensitive to the social realities of production and consumption. In the title of 
this essay the “colonial reader” emphasizes the political nature of the reading process for 
this particular work, but the quotation marks suggest general applicability. Lizardi’s sense 
of his readers’ varying orientations to a book—from a rigidly European literary taste to 
an American desire for plain expression—dictated the design of this indigenous work.
Lizardi, like the writers of the “new Spanish American novel” later, understood the need 
for a radically different literary language, one that would urge readers to question inherited 
forms and to revalue existing speech. (NV)
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Abstract. The name Oscar Wilde has become one of the best-known indexes of late 
nineteenth-century male homoerotic desire. To situate Wilde’s emergence as “a homosex
ual” in late nineteenth-century literary contexts and thereby explore the ways that sex-gender
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ideologies shape specific literary works, I focus first on Teleny, a novel widely attributed 
to Wilde and one of the earliest examples of male homoerotic pornography. Then, by 
analyzing the more celebrated and yet manifestly “straight” text The Picture of Dorian 
Gray, I illustrate that, even in the absence of explicit homosexual terminology or activity, 
a text can subvert the normative standards for male same-sex behavior. In considering how 
these works challenge the hegemonic representations of male homoerotic experience in late 
Victorian Britain, I suggest that textual depictions of male same-sex experience both re
produce and resist the dominant (hetero)sexual ideologies and practices. (EC)
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Debra A. Castillo ........ 814

Abstract. It would be deceptively easy for a critic defining the central conflict of The Back 
Room, Carmen Martin Gaite’s first post-Franco novel, to sort out a series of polar forces— 
chaos and order, memory and memoir, fantasy and reality, “loose” woman and Falangist 
supporter. While the narrator recognizes the impossibility of emancipation from these neces
sary structures of thought, she nevertheless insists on her freedom to question such dual
isms and to collapse apparent polarities in a radically ambiguous manner, rendering 
undecidable many issues of limits and transgression. The resulting story is both untenable 
and never-ending, and its most significant allegorical representation in the text is a sew
ing basket full of miscellaneous items tangled in colored thread. (DAC)
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A STATEMENT OF EDITORIAL POLICY
PMLA welcomes essays of interest to those concerned with the study of language and literature. As the publication of a large 

and heterogeneous association, the journal is receptive to a variety of topics, whether general or specific, and to all scholarly 
methods and theoretical perspectives. The ideal PMLA essay exemplifies the best of its kind, whatever the kind; addresses a sig
nificant problem; draws out clearly the implications of its findings; and engages the attention of its audience through a concise, 
readable presentation. Articles of fewer than 2,500 words or more than 9,000 words are not considered for publication. The word 
count includes notes but excludes translations, which should accompany foreign language quotations. The MLA urges its con
tributors to be sensitive to the social implications of language and to seek wording free of discriminatory overtones.

Only members of the association may submit articles to PMLA. Each article submitted is sent to at least one consultant reader 
and one member of the Advisory Committee. Articles recommended by these readers are then sent to the members of the Editorial 
Board, who meet periodically with the editor to make final decisions. Until a final decision is reached, the author’s name is not 
made known to consultant readers, to members of the Advisory Committee and the Editorial Board, or to the editor.

Submissions, prepared according to The MLA Style Manual, should be addressed to the Editor of PMLA, 10 Astor Place, 
New York, NY 10003. An author’s name should not appear on the manuscript; instead, a cover sheet, with the author’s name, 
address, and the title of the article, should accompany the article. Authors should not refer to themselves in the first person in 
the submitted text or notes if such references would identify them; any necessary references to the author’s previous work, for 
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