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The essays in this volume look at the rich 
history of groups and societies which have 
sought to fulfil a religious purpose outside or 
alongside the official Churches. Often such 
groups, whether they were the medieval frater­
nities, charitable bodies such as the St. Vincent 
de Paul society, or supra-denominational organ­
isations like the Oxford Group, have expressed 
to the individual a more immediate and lively 
sense of religious commitment than member­
ship of a Church itself. Whether such groups 
saw themselves as merely supplementing the life 
of the Church or whether, like the puritan 
conventicles, they represented a particular 
tradition within the Church and hoped to bring 
the parent body round to their view, tension 
was likely to exist between the Church auth­
orities and members of these groups. In the case 
of the Methodists this led to the establish­
ment of an alternative Church, whilst among 
medieval heretical groups persecution was often 
the fate of their adherents. Among the Lollards, 
Familists and early Dissenters, however, mem­
bership of a select religious body did not always 
exclude participation in the civil and social 
life of the community. By contrast, in the 
missionary context at a later date, membership 
of a voluntary society must sometimes have 
appeared to the worker in the field as subjection 
to a distant master. To some degree voluntary 
religion involved a dual allegiance to both 
group and Church and the essays in the volume 
explore both the tension resulting from that 
duality and also the meaning and function of 
the sociability which is so characteristic of 
voluntary religious societies and which meant 
so much to their members. 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0424208400010457 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0424208400010457


VOLUNTARY RELIGION 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0424208400010457 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0424208400010457


VOLUNTARY RELIGION 

PAPERS READ AT 
THE 1985 SUMMER MEETING AND 

THE 1986 WINTER MEETING OF 
THE ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY SOCIETY 

EDITED BY 

W. J. SHEILS 
AND 

DIANA WOOD 

PUBLISHED FOR 
THE ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY SOCIETY 

BY 

BASIL BLACKWELL 

1986 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0424208400010457 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0424208400010457


© Ecclesiastical History Society 1986 

All Rights Reserved. No part of this publication may be repro­
duced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form 
or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording 
or otherwise, without the prior permission of the Ecclesiastical 
History Society, which may be obtained from the editors. 

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data 

Voluntary religion.—(Studies in church history; v. 23) 
1. Church charities—Great Britain—History 
I. Sheils, W.J. II. Wood, Diana III. Series 
267'.0941 BV4404.G7 

ISBN 0-631-15054-4 

Printed in Great Britain by Billing & Sons Limited, Worcester 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0424208400010457 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0424208400010457


CONTENTS 

Preface page viii 

List of Contributors ix 

Introduction xi 

The Sects under Constantine 
STUART G. HALL I 

Pachomios of Tabennesi and the Foundation of an 
Independent Monastic Community 

GRAHAM GOULD I 5 

The Confraternities of Byzantium 
PEREGRINE HORDEN 25 

New Sects and Secret Meetings: Associations and 
Authority in the Eleventh and Twelfth Centuries 

R.I.MOORE 47 

Confraternities and the Church in Late Medieval Florence 
JOHN HENDERSON 69 

Devotional Confraternities in Renaissance Venice 
RICHARD MACKENNEY 85 

Corpus Christi Fraternities and Late Medieval Piety 
MIRI RUBIN 97 

The Social and Economic Spread of Rural Lollardy: A 
Reappraisal 

DEREK PLUMB 11 I 

v 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0424208400010457 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0424208400010457


CONTENTS 

The 'Godly Community' in the Theory and Practice of the 
European Reformation 

E U A N C A M E R O N 131 

The 'Privy Kirks' and their Antecedents: The Hidden Face 
of Scottish Protestantism 

JAMES KIRK 155 

Leagues and Associations in Sixteenth-Century French 
Catholicism 

JOHN BOSSY 171 

'A Gracelesse and Audacious Companie': The Family of 
Love in the parish of Balsham, 15 50-1630 

CHRISTOPHER MARSH 19I 

The Genesis of a Godly Community: Two York Parishes, 
1590-1640 

CLAIRE CROSS 209 

The English Conventicle (Presidential Address) 
PATRICK COLLINSON 223 

Oliver Heywood and his Congregation 
w.j. SHEILS 261 

Religious Societies: Methodist and Evangelical 1738-1800 
JOHN WALSH 279 

Idealism and Association in Early Nineteenth-Century 
Dissent 

DERYCK LOVEGROVE 303 

From Ranters to Chapel Builders: Primitive Methodism in 
the South Lincolnshire Fenland c.i820-1875 

R.W. AMBLER 319 

The Evangelical Alliance in the 1840s: An Attempt to 
Institutionalise Christian Unity 

JOHN WOLFFE 333 

Voluntaryism within the Established Church in 
Nineteenth-Century Belfast 

S. PETER KERR 347 

vi 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0424208400010457 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0424208400010457


CONTENTS 

Voluntary Absolutism: British Missionary Societies in the 
Nineteenth Century 

PETER HINCHLIFF 363 

The Voluntary Principle in the Colonial Situation: Theory 
and Practice 

MARGARET DONALDSON 38 I 

From Church to Mission: An Examination of the Official 
Missionary Strategy of the Church Missionary Society on 
the Niger, 1887-93 

C. PETER WILLIAMS 391 

Building the 'Catholic Ghetto': Catholic Organisations 
1870-1914 

HUGH MCLEOD 41 I 

The Welfare State within the State: The Saint Vincent de 
Paul Society in Glasgow, 1848-1920 

BERNARD ASPINWALL 445 

The Catholic Federation 1906-1929 
PETER DOYLE 461 

Finding a Space for Evangelicalism: Evangelical Youth 
Movements in New Zealand 

PETER J. LINEHAM 477 

The Oxford Group Movement between the Wars 
D.W. BEBBINGTON 495 

Abbreviations 509 

vn 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0424208400010457 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0424208400010457



