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13th Annual APSA Teaching and Learning 
Conference “Rethinking the Way We Teach: 
High-Impact Methods in the Classroom”

J
oin us for a unique meeting to promote 

greater understanding of high-impact 

practices and innovative methodolo-

gies for the political science classroom. The 

conference provides a forum for scholars to 

participate in the scholarship of teaching 

and learning, share pedagogical techniques, 

and discuss trends in political science 

education.  

Papers are presented in a collaborative 

working group environment, in which the 

participants in a theme learn about and dis-

cuss each other’s research for the duration of 

the conference. This working group model 

has proven to be highly eff ective at enhancing 

the instructional eff ectiveness and scholarly 

productivity of conference attendees. 

Workshops provide participants with 

hands-on experience in the use of practical 

instructional methods that they can take 

with them to their home institutions. Exam-

ples of workshops at previous Teaching and 

Learning Conferences include using map-

ping software to teach students how to visu-

alize political information, using games to 

teach theories of political violence, and how 

to assess curricula on the basis of students’ 

knowledge of and skills in environmental 

sustainability. At this year’s conference, we 

are particularly interested in having a work-

shop on teaching about the 2016 elections 

and cutting-edge election techniques.

CIVIC ENGAGEMENT ACROSS THE 

DISCIPLINES AND ACROSS THE 

CAMPUS

This theme will assess and evaluate the 

active learning techniques that are aimed 

at enmeshing students into their local and 

global communities. It is particularly focused 

on fi nding ways to teach civic engagement 

across disciplines and across the campus 

through service learning, a civic engagement 

calendar of activities in which all students 

can participate, and in assessing the most 

eff ective techniques to do so. What eff orts 

are being made to utilize events like Consti-

tution Day or registering students to vote to 

involve students and what do we know from 

careful assessment about what works and 

what doesn’t? What is necessary to get the 

entire university involved in civic learning 

and civic engagement? What is the impact 

of these techniques upon civic participation, 

class participation, or political knowledge 

and student learning?

CORE CURRICULUM/GENERAL 

EDUCATION 

Political science course off erings are often 

a part of an institution’s core curriculum 

requirements. How does political science 

contribute to and enhance undergraduate 

general education curriculum? Papers in this 

theme will evaluate such topics as: assess-

ing the impact of political science courses in 

developing reasoning and communication 

skills, and exploring techniques for teaching 

non-majors eff ectively. What are high-impact 

practices which political science can off er?

THE INCLUSIVE CLASSROOM

This theme focuses on eff orts to increase 

diversity, equity, access, and awareness in 

the political science classroom. Topics may 

include, but are not limited to high-impact 

practices that foster students’ understanding 

of and engagement with people possessing 

cultural and other identities that are diff er-

ent from their own, the adoption of curricula 

that are attractive and useful to historically 

underrepresented groups, and the ways in 

which content encourages analytical thinking 

about issues of inclusiveness in governance 

and politics. 

INTEGRATING TECHNOLOGY INTO 

THE TRADITIONAL, HYBRID, OR 

FLIPPED CLASSROOM

While much attention has been paid to 

the rapid growth of online teaching in recent 

years, technology has also permeated into 

our traditional, fl ipped, and hybrid classes. 

This track will address the challenges and 

opportunities of incorporating technology in 

courses that include some face-to-face inter-

action. These technologies include, but are 

not limited to, clickers, podcasts, blogs, wikis, 

synchronous and asynchronous videos, docu-

ment sharing, and online collaborative tools. 

ONLINE LEARNING

Online courses in today’s world off er a 

unique opportunity for students to expand 

their knowledge and continue their educa-

tion without being confi ned to the traditional 

college campus. However, it is often diffi  -

cult to develop an online course that off ers 

quality instruction and student engagement 

while still maintaining the schedule fl exibil-

ity many students require. Track proposals 

focus on a variety of online learning top-

ics, including but not limited to innovative 

course designs and teaching methods that 

encourage active learning; improving student 

engagement with course content; overcom-

ing challenges in online teaching; the imple-

mentation and evaluations of specifi c online 

learning tools. 

SIMULATIONS AND GAMES

Simulations and games can immerse stu-

dents in an environment that enables them to 

experience the decision-making processes of 

real-world political actors. Examples include 

in-person and online role-play scenarios like 

the Model European Union and ICONS, 

off -the-shelf board games, Reacting to the 

Past, and exercises that model subjects like 

poverty, institutions of government, and eth-

nic confl ict. Papers in this track will examine 

topics such as the eff ects of gamifi cation of 

course content on student motivation and 

engagement, cognitive and aff ective out-

comes from simulations and games in com-

parison to other teaching techniques, and 

the contexts in which the use of simulations 

and games makes sense for the instructor.

TEACHING HOW TO TEACH

This theme explores the unique challeng-

es facing faculty guiding the development of 

graduate students, and building and sustain-

ing excellence in graduate programs. Topics 

include an analysis of program structures 

and pedagogical approaches, the eff ective-

ness of comprehensive examinations, teach-

ing preparation, and the function of subfi eld 

reading lists in the curriculum. Additionally, 

papers in this theme will also address pro-

fessional development topics such as how 
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to best mentor and advise students on post-

graduate education, dissertation preparation, 

and portfolio construction. 

TEACHING DEMOCRATIC THEORY 

TODAY

In today’s chaotic, multi-media, and 

Internet-oriented world, it is diffi  cult to 

teach democratic theory. Reading of clas-

sic texts may not be suffi  cient. This track 

includes submissions from political philos-

ophy and other theoretical approaches on 

what should be taught and how it should 

be taught. It also includes papers on how 

best to teach political theory more generally 

and on how to incorporate political theory 

into traditionally non-theory courses like 

American government, urban politics, and 

international relations. 

TEACHING RESEARCH LITERACY

Encouraging quantitative and qualitative 

literacy among our students is an increas-

ingly common goal of the political science 

curriculum, not only in graduate programs, 

but also undergraduate degrees. This track 

addresses how political science faculty 

increase knowledge of research design and 

methods broadly, including pedagogy relat-

ing to all aspects of political science instruc-

tion of research-related topics. Examples 

of proposals include problem-based tech-

niques, project based research, team teach-

ing research design and methods, research 

ethics, innovative teaching tools (software 

or web-based) for data analysis and inter-

pretation, and undergraduate and graduate 

research projects in all classes. Track mem-

bers will leave with knowledge of the tools 

and techniques that are most impactful for 

today’s classroom focused on quantitative 

and qualitative analysis. ■

2015–2016 Minority Fellows’ 
Institutions Announced
The 2015–2016 Minority Fellowship Recipients were announced in 

the last issue of PS, and are here repeated with their undergraduate 

institutions fi rst, followed by their graduate schools.

Renata Barreto-Montenegro, Reed College, University of 

California, Berkeley

Ajenai Clemmons, University of Denver (MPP), Duke University

Kiela Crabtree, Sewanee: The University of the South, University 

of Michigan

Chaya Crowder, Columbia University, Princeton University

Dale Crowell, Catholic University of America, Catholic University 

of America

Elizabeth Jordan-Davies, Emory University, University of 

Chicago

Aerik Francis, University of Chicago, University of California, Los 

Angeles

Liwu Gan, University of Chicago (MA), The Ohio State University

Luzmarina Garcia, University of Texas El Paso, University of 

Illinois

Derek J. Langford, American University (MA), University of 

London

Jamel Love, John Jay College, Rutgers University

Ashlee Smith, Louisiana State University, Cornell University

Andrew Ifedapo Thompson, Marquette University, The Ohio 

State University

Juan Valdez, St. Mary’s University, University of Notre Dame

Andrea Peña-Vasquez, University of Florida, University of Notre 

Dame

Brianna White, Wellesley College, Northwestern University

Bryan Wilcox-Archuleta, University of New Mexico, University of 

California, Los Angeles

Full biographies of the 2015–2016 APSA Minority Fellows are 

featured online at http://www.apsanet.org/mfp. ■

RBSI/MFP Alumni Academic 
and Professional Updates

Kevin Anderson (RBSI 1988), associate professor of political sci-

ence at Eastern Illinois University, has recently coauthored a 

new book State Voting Laws in America: Historical Statutes and 

Their Modern Implications (Palgrave Pivot 2015), with Michael 

A. Smith of Emporia State University and Chapman Rackaway 

of Fort Hays State University.

Michael Javen Fortner (MFP 2000–2001) has authored a new book 

Black Silent Majority: The Rockefeller Drug Laws and the Politics of 

Punishment (Harvard University Press, 2015). Professor Fortner 

is the academic director of urban studies at the Murphy Institute 

for Worker Education and Labor Studies at the City University 

of New York.

Muhammed Idris (RBSI 2010, MFP 2011–2012) defended his 

dissertation “Comparative Political Economics and Institu-

tions in the Middle East and North Africa” in August 2015 

and is currently a PERFORM Centre Postdoctoral Fellow in 

Preventive Health and Data Science at Concordia University 

in Montreal.

Melvin Rogers (RBSI 1998, MFP 1999–2000) has been appointed 

as the Scott Waugh Chair in the Division of the Social Sciences 

Briefs
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