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make it a book for the library rather than for the individual.
(Julian A. Dowdeswell, Scott Polar Research Institute,
University of Cambridge, Lensfield Road, Cambridge
CB2 1ER.)

THE COLLEGE HILL CHRONICLES: HOW THE
UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA CAME OF AGE. Neil
Davis. 1993. Fairbanks: University of AlaskaFoundation.
x + 627 pp, illustrated, hard cover. ISBN 1-883309-01-8.
US$30.00.

The College Hill chronicles is a partial history of the
University of Alaska, Fairbanks, from its conception and
founding in 1915 to the installation of Ernest Patty as
president of the University in 1953.

The author, Neil Davis, is a geophysicist who took his
undergraduate degree at the University, enrolling as a
freshman in 1950. He tells of arriving from his parents'
Alaska homestead and sensing an 'undercurrent of discord'
on the campus. After his retirement from a long career as
a geophysicist, he returned to pursue the history of the
institution and its people, and to examine the conflict he
sensed in his department as a young student in the early
1950s.

Davis opens his book with a brief discussion of the
prehistory of the land where the Fairbanks campus was
built. The book suffers from an apparent impulse to
include every fact or opinion that is available from any
source. The author had access to private papers of several
of the principal players in the story and his own personal
accumulation from the lifetime habits of apackrat. Davis
does not claim to be a historian, and the book suffers from
a lack of focus and meadering writing.

The conflict that Davis sensed on arrival at the Univer-
sity was the fight after Terris Moore succeeded Charles
Bunnell as president. It was also the power struggle
between those two men when Bunnell was named presi-
dent emeritus and allowed to stay on into Moore's tenure.
Moore initially suggested that Davis write the book, and
gave him full access to his personal papers. The conflict
these men and their supporters experienced is presented in
minute detail. This book is a case study that supports the
observation of Henry Kissinger to the effect that, 'Aca-
demic politics are so vicious because the stakes are so
small.' There are certainly other stories to be told about the
University of Alaska system, but this book stops at the end
of Moore's term.

Davis employs an overwrought writing style that cries
out for an editor. For example, he describes fata morgana
thus: 'Adjacent mountaintops reach out to kiss, then coyly
jump back and make strange faces at each other or disap-
pear altogether' (page 4).

He dismisses complex matters out of hand, such as,
'Over the coming years the missionaries would receive
much blame for helping to destoy Alaska's Native cul-
tures, but the missionaries did work that bettered the lives
of the Natives, particularly by providing education and
health care. In addition to their aid to the welfare of the
Natives, the missionaries realized that effective medical

care was a means of breaking the shamans' spiritual hold
over the people. The missionaries did what they could, yet
they were few in number, so the Native population contin-
ued to decline, racked by severe epidemics of infectious
disease that neither the shamans nor the missionaries could
combat' (page 11). Davis ignores the effects on Native
children of forcing them to stop speaking their own lan-
guages and to feel shame for their traditional beliefs. He
implies that missionaries were a seamless whole, and that
they could have stopped the decline in Native population,
if only there were more of them.

Unfortunate references to native Alaskans appear in
the text, such that in his discussion of the Klondike gold
rush, in which he opines that, 'the Natives perhaps were
restless, but certainly suitably subdued' (page 14), and
states that Chief Charley of Charley River thought that
Judge Wickersham, the University's first president, was
'truly...a big chief (page 24). He states that the 'non-
Native population in Wickersham's district was 1500'
(page23). Thereaderisnottoldhowmany AlaskaNatives
lived in the district. If that statistic is not available from
any source, then that fact is noteworthy in and of itself.
However, the reader does not learn whether Davis did not
find out or if the numbers were not kept for Alaska Natives.

Davis does not single out Alaska Natives. Many
people are categorized without supporting evidence. For
example, 'critical for a research organization is the ability
to make its own financial decisions. The director and his
or her staff should make those decisions—not a comptroller
across campus who is hired for his accountancy rather than
decision-making skills' (page 466). There is certainly a
story here of an old grievance, but it is not necessarily a
universal truth that comptrollers can't have skills in
decision-making.

Although Davis tells us early on that he is no historian,
he has taken on the historian's task in this lengthy book
about a brief period in the University's history. His
prejudices are obvious. This book is really a memoir as
told by Davis. It may be the last word on this old conflict,
because most of the players are gone, and few people
would care to re-engage the fight. (Barbara Hodgin, 100
East Cook Avenue, Anchorage, Alaska 99501, USA.)

MOMENTS OF TERROR: THE STORY OF ANT-
ARCTIC AVIATION. David Burke. 1994. London:
Robert Hale. 320 pp, illustrated, hard cover. ISBN 0-7090-
5309-6.

David Burke is an Australian journalist with three Antarc-
tic assignments to his credit. In 1964, at the invitation of
US 'Operation Deep Freeze,' he accompanied the first
direct flight from Melbourne to McMurdo. Following a
successful air drop over Amundsen-Scott Station at the
South Pole, the ski-equipped Hercules transport plane
experienced problems while attempting an unscheduled
landing at Byrd Station with falling cabin pressure and a
critical shortage of fuel. To cap it all, the plane's forward
landing gear iced up. A crash landing seemed inevitable,
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but, miraculously, the pilot managed to avoid disaster,
leaving his passengers to congratulate themselves on having
escaped death by a hair's breadth. For David Burke, this
moment of terror — just one among the many such in-
stances in the history of Antarctic aviation — was the
immediate inspiration for this book. It is certainly timely
as there has been no serious update of this subject since
John Grierson' s Challenge to the poles, published in 1964.
The writing of it has clearly involved the author in
considerable research into published sources, more
especially contemporary press accounts. Explorers past
and present have likewise been consulted, including his-
toric figures like Griffith Taylor and Paul Siple, and, in
more recent times, Admiral James Reed and Phil Law of
AN ARE.

The main text is divided into 12 chapters covering
approximately the first 50 years of Antarctic exploration in
which fixed-wing aircraft were employed. The chapters
are interspersed with a number of short essays covering
topics that would have encumbered the main text, includ-
ing biographies, reviews of some small-scale expeditions,
whaling, and others. Much additional information has
been packed into the appendices and the end notes, which
are referenced in each chapter. Illustrations there are in
plenty, some published for the first time.

Approximately half the book is devoted to those pio-
neer, heroic years between the two world wars, when
aviation history was being made by such flamboyant and
seemingly fearless characters as Hubert Wilkins (the first
to carry out sustained flight in Antarctica), Richard Byrd
(the first to fly over the South Pole—or so he claimed), and
Lincoln Ellsworth (the first to fly across the continent).
Less dazzling, but no less heroic, were those who, like Sir
Douglas Mawson, had long foreseen the potential of small,
light-weight aircraft using wheels or floats, which could
reconnoitre the Antarctic coast for scientific or political
reasons, or indeed be harnessed to the whaling industry as
the Norwegian Lars Christensen demonstrated so success-
fully. Another explorer, John Rymill, like Wilkins and
Mawson an Australian, led the small-scale but eminently
successful British Graham Land Expedition (1934-1937)
using a Moth aircraft to produce a remarkable survey of
the southern Antarctic Peninsula. With the outbreak of
hostilities in 1939, Antarctic exploration was virtually
suspended, although not before Nazi Germany's notorious
Neu Sch wabenland expedition had demonstrated the power
of aircraft in surveying and laying claim to Antarctic
territory.

In contrast to the 1920s and 1930s, which were domi-
nated by uncoordinated, spasmodic, private enterprise
expeditions, the 1940s and 1950s, as Burke so vividly
makes clear, witnessed the advent of government-spon-
sored undertakings operating year-round and able to take
advantage of powerful military-type aircraft developed to
meet the exigencies of World War II. Burke describes
vividly US operations 'Highjump' and 'Windmill' and
their on-going successor 'Deep Freeze,' code names for
the largest exploratory enterprises ever undertaken in the

southern continent; initially quasi-military expeditions,
these operations employed thousands of men, ships, and
machines, supported by Globemaster and, subsequently,
Hercules aircraft, whose auxiliary fuel tanks gave them a
range hitherto undreamed of. With such technology the
surface topography and even the thickness of the ice sheet
itself, coupled with good ground support, could be meas-
ured at an ever-increasing rate. Further impetus to the
employment of aircraft was provided by the advent of the
International Geophysical Year, 1957-1958, during which
the establishment of a permanent scientific station at the
South Pole in October 1956 by an 80-tonne Globemaster
transport supported by a Dakota was just one among many
such incredible achievements.

The IGY heralded the permanent manning of scientific
stations in Antarctica by many nations under the aegis of
the Antarctic Treaty, each employing aircraft according to
a greater or lesser extent. Rivalling the United States was
the Soviet Union with its powerful Ilyushin transport
planes, providing not only a direct link with Moscow but
able to support epic tractor trains to the least accessible
parts of the continent. The chapter entitled 'Red wings'
provides a much-needed summary of these activities,
laying emphasis on the numerous mercy flights and other
such acts of friendly cooperation existing between the
Russians and their neighbours the Americans and Austral-
ians (in whose territory they operated).

Big nations and big aircraft necessarily attract the
headlines. But Burke is not forgetful of the small, light-
weight aircraft that enabled expeditions like the Norwe-
gian-British-Swedish to complete scientific work out of
all proportion to their numbers and resources. Large areas
of Australian Antarctic Territory were surveyed by the
pilots of ANARE, risking their lives in Austers and Bea-
vers. In the peninsula region, valuable work has been
accomplished by the British, Chileans, and Argentines
usingBeavers. Squadron Leader JohnLewis' record flight
across Antarctica as part of the Commonwealth Trans-
Antarctic Expedition, piloting a tiny Otter, earned his
leader's often-quoted plaudit, 'Jolly good, bloody good,
first class.' There is, of course, no place for 'adventure'
and 'heroics' in present-day Antarctica. Even so, the very
nature of the place will continue to ensure that there will be
continuing 'moments of terror' for pilots, crew, and pas-
sengers. Blizzards, whiteouts, and radio blackouts cannot,
as yet, be controlled by man.

In his epilogue, the author gives thought to the future
role of an Antarctic continent increasingly subject to the
pressures of tourism. The Air New Zealand disaster of 28
November 1977 still continues to cast its shadow over the
travel scene. Direct flights to the ice are still few and far
between, but inevitably the pressure of cheap, mass tour-
ism will be irresistible, and the Treaty nations will need to
face up to the ecological consequences of the infrastruc-
ture this will require. (H.G.R. King, Scott Polar Research
Institute, University of Cambridge, Lensfield Road, Cam-
bridge CB2 1ER.)
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