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EDITORIAL NOTE

W I T H this issue, the editorship of the Journal of African History is for the
first time shared between historians in Britain and historians in the U.S.A.
Since its foundation in i960, the Journal has been edited and published in
Britain, but scholars in North America have always given it indispensable
support, both as contributors and as subscribers. In recent years it became
increasingly clear to the editors, and to the Advisory Editorial Board, that the
Journal could not expect to rely indefinitely on an exclusively British team of
editors; furthermore, it seemed highly desirable that the editorial team
should reflect the still very considerable scale of North American in-
volvement in the study of African history.

It is not the intention of the present editors to make radical innovations in
terms of scope or emphasis. The Journal of African History continues to seek
to publish new research on all aspects of Africa's past, from the beginnings
of food production up to thirty years or so before the present: this limit is
determined both by the extent of the 'closed period' in many public archives
and by the numerous alternative outlets for publication on Africa's more
recent past. However, the editors are keenly aware that in certain fields —
such as disease, decolonization and the experience of women — the Journal
has not adequately represented the best recent research. The editors are
anxious to make good such deficiencies and invite the submission both of
reports on personal research and of wide-ranging surveys, such as those on
the British occupation of Egypt (1986, no. 2), the 'mfecane' (1988, no. 3),
law in South Africa (1989, no. 2), the Atlantic slave trade (1989, no. 3), the
South African War, and Ethiopia (in the present issue). Finally, the editors
wish to register their concern that work by African scholars so seldom
appears in the Journal, which is especially well placed to bring their research
to an international readership. The encouragement of appropriate sub-
missions is one of the main responsibilities of the Advisory Editorial Board,
and appointments to it have always been made with a view to increasing
Africa's own involvement in the Journal.

The present editors wish to record their gratitude to Dr Michael Brett, of
S.O.A.S., London, for his invaluable contribution as an editor of the Journal
from 1983 to 1989; he now joins the Advisory Editorial Board.
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Now in paperback

Magomero
Portrait of an African Village
LANDEG WHITE
A historical portrait of a village in Malawi from 1859 to the present.
This is one of those very rare books that can be recommended with equal enthusiasm to
the professional Africanist and the general reader. Beautifully written, with a novelist's
feel for storytelling and a poet's sensitivity to people and place.'

Journal of African History
£8.95 net 0 52138909 7 283 pp.

Wa and the Wala
Islam and Polity in Northwestern Ghana
IVOR WILKS
This study of Wala, from its emergence as a small state in the seventeenth century to its
present position as part of Ghana, pays particular attention to the complex relations
between the Muslim and non-Muslim elements of the population.
£27.50 net 0 52136210 5 272 pp.
African Studies Series 63

Now in paperback

Asante in the Nineteenth Century
The Structure and Evolution of a Political Order
IVOR WILKS
'This book is manifestly one of the most important pieces of scholarship in twenty years
or so of African historiography.' The Listener
£15.00 net Pb 0 52137994 6 852 pp.
African Studies Series 13

Prelude to the Mahdiyya
Peasants and Traders in the Shendi Region, 1821-1885
ANDERS BJORKELO
This book analyses socio-economic change among the peasants and traders of the
Shendi region of Northern Sudan during the first colonial period, a formative period of
Sudanese history.
£25.00 net 0 521 35336 X 207 pp.
African Studies Series 62
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