
436 Obituaries.

JAMES ALEXANDER MACDONALD, M.A., B.Sc, formerly H.M. Chief
Inspector of Schools for the Highland Division, graduated at the
University of Edinburgh. He was the first Rector of Leith Academy,
having been appointed in 1897.

He was elected a Fellow of this Society in 1897 and was the author
of a mathematical paper in its Transactions (1897). He died on June 7,
1937, in his 71st year.

JOHN SMITH PURDY, D.S.O., M.D., C.M.(Aberd.), D.P.H.(Cantab.),
Medical Officer of Health, Combined Metropolitan Sanitary Districts
and City of Sydney, was educated at the University of Aberdeen and
St Bartholomew's Hospital. Dr Purdy was the author of a text-book
on Australian Hygiene and Public Health and other publications.

He was elected a Fellow of this Society in 1911, and died on July 26,
1936.

WILLIAM RAMSAY SMITH, J.P., M.D.(Edin.), CM., D.Sc.(Adelaide),
Permanent Head of the Department of Public Health, South Australia
(1899—1929), and City Coroner of Adelaide, was born at King Edward,
Aberdeenshire, in 1859. He was educated at Moray House Training
College and at the University of Edinburgh. Before proceeding to
Australia he was Assistant Professor of Natural History and Senior
.Demonstrator in Zoology in the University of Edinburgh; Demonstrator
of Anatomy, Edinburgh School of Medicine; and Examiner for the Royal
College of Physicians, Edinburgh. He rendered valuable service in
several important appointments in South Australia—among others he
was Chairman of the Advisory Committee on Food and Drugs (1909-29)
and Principal Medical Officer to the Commonwealth Military Forces in
South Australia (1903). Dr Ramsay Smith also had distinguished
medical records in the South African War and in the Great War. For
many years he was engaged as medico-legal expert for the Crown in
almost every important criminal trial in South Australia. He was an
Honorary Member of the Association of Military Surgeons of the United
States and a Member of the Royal Commission on Lunacy (1909). He
was the author of A Manual for Coroners (1904), Medical Jurisprudence
from the Judicial Standpoint (1913), Myths and Legends of the Australian
Aboriginals (1930), and other works.

He was elected a Fellow of this Society in 1907, and wrote two papers
to its Proceedings (1907, 1908). He died on September 28, 1937.
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