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Facing threats to its long-term survival, humanity is challenged to learn how to build a sustainable
future. A successful effort will require a concerted and cooperative effort among all fields of
knowledge. This article identifies some of the trends that threaten humanity's future and suggests
four lines of action.

Scientists plan to collect samples from all isolated or culturally unique human populations that
desire to participate. Opponents .have argued that the HGDP smacks of racism, commercialism,
exploitation, and cultural imperialism, and have also found fault with the informed consent process
proposed by its organizers. The essay argues that the project should be implemented and should be
funded, provided that researchers and organizers take steps to address the issues it raises.

Biotechnology companies are developing genetically engineered fish, shellfish, and
microorganisms to supplement conventional marine aquaculture and aid in the bioremediation of
polluted coastal waters. Regulatory authority is poorly defined and ill prepared, and the science
base presently available is not adequate to support credible ecological risk assessment.

Torture is crude and widespread, but information and confessions are commonly extracted from
political prisoners with few signs of physical trauma. There are good reasons to believe that
vigorous shaking can induce whiplash-related injuries. Although global intellect may appear
unaffected, subtler emotional and cognitive dysfunction can create lasting impairment. It is a
dangerous and potentially lethal mode of interrogation.

Nonparticipatory, "top-down" government programs disempowered Malawi's peoples and
allowed the environment to degrade. The result has been local opposition to government programs,
passive resistance, and deteriorating environmental conditions. The article critiques Malawi's
forestry policies since colonial times, analyzes the political ecology of the Blantyre Fuelwood
Project, and concludes with the hope that newly implemented "bottom-up" programs that
incorporate local communities will make Malawi's environment more sustainable.
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