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  Abstract
  This wide-ranging discussion of the extent of entrepreneurship in colonial America surveys the recent historiography of the field and offers a reconceptualization. The article advances the view that a society “with pervasive entrepreneurial values” existed from the first years of English settlement in North America, and it examines the activities and goals of the primary occupational groups to demonstrate that thesis.


 


   
    
	
      Type
    
	Surveys and Debates–II


 	
      Information
    
	Business History Review
      
            ,
            Volume 63
      
            ,
            Issue 1: Entrepreneurs in Business History
      , Spring 1989  , pp. 160 - 186 
 DOI: https://doi.org/10.2307/3115429
     [Opens in a new window]
 
  


   	
      Copyright
    
	
        Copyright © The President and Fellows of Harvard College 1989
      



 Access options
 Get access to the full version of this content by using one of the access options below. (Log in options will check for institutional or personal access. Content may require purchase if you do not have access.)   


    
 References
  
 
        1
      
 1  Greene, Jack P. and Pole, J. R., “Reconstructing British-American Colonial History: An Introduction,” the lead essay in their coedited anthology, Colonial British America: Essays in the New History of the Early Modern Era (Baltimore, Md., 1984)Google Scholar, quotation from p. 4.



 
 
        2
      
 2  Bailyn, Bernard, The New England Merchants in the Seventeenth Century (Cambridge, Mass., 1955).Google Scholar



 
 
        3
      
 3  McCusker, John and Menard, Russell, The Economy of British America, 1607–1789 (Chapel Hill, N.C., 1985).Google Scholar Other surveys of recent literature include Walton, Gary M. and Shephard, James F., The Economic Rise of Early America (New York, 1979)Google Scholar, and Perkins, Edwin J., The Economy of Colonial America, 2d ed. (New York, 1988).Google Scholar



 
 
        4
      
 4  Cochran, Thomas, Business in American Life: A History (New York, 1972), 57.Google Scholar Verification of the rising price of land in settled areas can be found in Main, Jackson Turner, Society und Economy in Colonial Connecticut (Princeton, N.J., 1985), 31–33Google Scholar, and Beeman, Richard, The Evolution of the Southern Backcountry: A Case Study of Lunenburg County, Virginia, 1746–1832 (Philadelphia, Pa., 1984), 33, 64.Google Scholar For an even earlier advocacy of themes related to the pervasiveness of capitalist attitudes in early American society, see Hartz, Louis, The Liberal Tradition in America: An Interpretation of American Political Thought since the Revolution (New York, 1955).Google Scholar



 
 
        5
      
 5  Cochran, , 200 Years of American Business (New York, 1977), 4Google Scholar, and Frontiers of Change: Early Industrialism in America (New York, 1981), 11.



 
 
        6
      
 6  Ratner, Sidney, Soltow, James H., and Sylla, Richard, The Evolution of the American Economy (New York, 1979), 48, 69.Google Scholar



 
 
        7
      
 7  Robertson, James Oliver, America's Business (New York, 1985), 11–46.Google Scholar



 
 
        8
      
 8  The Degler, Carl quotation is a chapter subtitle from Out of Our Past: The Forces That Shaped Modern America (New York, 1959), 1.Google ScholarCrowley, J. E., This Sheba, Self: The Conceptualization of Economic Life in Eighteenth-Century America (Baltimore, Md., 1974), 77Google Scholar; Bailyn, Bernard, Voyagers to the West: A Passage in the Peopling of America on the Eve of the Revolution (New York, 1986), 200.Google Scholar



 
 
        9
      
 9  Heyrman, Christine L., Commerce and Culture: The Maritime Communities of Colonial Massachusetts, 1690–1750 (New York, 1984)Google Scholar; McCusker's,  review appeared in the Business History Review  60 (Summer 1986): 296–97.CrossRefGoogle Scholar



 
 
        10
      
 10  Martin, John Frederick, “Entrepreneurship and the Founding of New England Towns: The Seventeenth Century” (Ph.D. diss., Harvard University, 1985).Google Scholar His book is forthcoming from the University of North Carolina Press.



 
 
        11
      
 11  Henretta, James, “Families and Farms: Mentalité in Pre-Industrial America,” William & Mary Quarterly  35 (1978): 3–32CrossRefGoogle Scholar; the quotation comes from Henretta's printed reply to a rebuttal letter from James Lemon “(Comment on James A. Henretta's ‘Families and Farms: Mentalité in Pre-Industrial America’ “), ibid. 37 (1980): 699. The broader parameters of this debate are reviewed in much greater depth in the second revised edition of my Economy of Colonial America, 67–71; the accompanying bibliographical essay lists much of the pertinent literature published through the mid-1980s. Because so many participants espouse such divergent views, the question about whether colonial society was capitalist or precapitalist appears unresolvable—at least for years to come. Some historians have tried to take an intermediate position between the two extremes—among them Michael Bellesiles, T. H. Breen, and Bettye Hobbs Pruitt; see Bellesiles, “Community Strategies for Dealing with Poverty: The New England Frontier, 1760–1820,” unpublished paper distributed at the University of California's economic history conference, Laguna Beach, May 1986; Breen, , “Back to Sweat and Toil: Suggestions for the Study of Agricultural Work in Early America,” Pennsylvania History  49 (1982): 241–58Google Scholar; and Pruitt, , “Self-Sufficiency and the Agricultural Economy of Eighteenth-Century Massachusetts,” William & Mary Quarterly  41 (1984): 333–64.CrossRefGoogle Scholar For a broader theoretical discussion of related issues in a wider perspective, see Hirschman, Albert O., Rival Views of Market Society and Other Recent Essays (New York, 1986).Google Scholar



 
 
        12
      
 12  Clark, Christopher, “Household Economy, Market Exchange, and the Rise of Capitalism in the Connecticut Valley, 1800–1860,” Journal of Social History  13 (1979): 169–89CrossRefGoogle Scholar; Merrill, Michael, “Cash Is Good to Eat: Self-Sufficiency and Exchange in the Rural Economy of the United States,” Radical History Review  3 (1977): 42–71Google Scholar; and Mutch, Robert, “Yeoman and Merchant in Pre-Industrial America: Eighteenth-Century Massachusetts as a Case Study,” Societas  7 (1977): 279–302.Google ScholarKulikoff, Allan focuses on the evolution of the agricultural economy in “The Transition to Capitalism in Rural America,” William & Mary Quarterly, 46 (1989): 120–44CrossRefGoogle Scholar; I disagree with Kulikoffs thesis because I believe little transition was required.



 
 
        13
      
 13  Lemon, “Comment,” 688–700; Shammas, Carol, “How Self-Sufficient Was Early America?” Journal of Interdisciplinary History  13 (1982): 247–72CrossRefGoogle Scholar, and “Consumer Behavior in Colonial America,” Social Science History 6 (1982): 67–86; Rothenberg, Winifred, “The Market and Massachusetts Farmers, 1750–1855,” Journal of Economic History  41 (1981): 283–314CrossRefGoogle Scholar; and “Markets, Values, and Capitalism: A Discourse on Method,” ibid. 44 (1984): 174–78.



 
 
        14
      
 14  Her definition of utility maximization is found in Rothenberg's book review of Hahn, Steven and Prude, Jonathan, eds., The Countryside in the Age of Capitalist Transformation: Essays in the Social History of Rural America in Reviews in American History  15 (1987): 633.Google Scholar She endorsed the term “commercial mentalité” in “The Market and Massachusetts Farmers, 1750–1855.”



 
 
        15
      
 15  Harald Livesay was the inspiration for the term “maintainers”; he proposed it while serving as discussant on a panel at the Economic and Business Historical Society's annual convention, Toronto, Canada, 1988. If the focus here were on the post-revolutionary era, it would be tempting to label artisans and others who aimed mainly at achieving independence from employers—or landlords—and who feared excessive concentrations of wealth in society as persons exhibiting “republican virtues.” I do not believe that terminology or that conceptual context is appropriate for the colonial period, however. Forrest McDonald, in discussing the intellectual origins of the Constitution, observed that, although historians have devoted much energy to analyzing the tensions between republican virtues and aristocratic vices, they had unfortunately inadequately addressed the counterpart tensions between communitarian consensus and possessive individualism; see his Novus Ordo Seclorum: The Intellectual Origins of the Constitution (Lawrence, Kans., 1985), viii.



 
 
        16
      
 16  An excellent source on the role and functions of merchants is Bruchey, Stuart, ed., The Colonial Merchant: Sources and Readings (New York, 1966).Google Scholar



 
 
        17
      
 17  To cite one prominent example, see Price, Jacob, Capital and Credit in British Overseas Trade: The View from the Chesapeake, 1700–1776 (Cambridge, Mass., 1980).CrossRefGoogle Scholar



 
 
        18
      
 18  Doerflinger, Thomas, A Vigorous Spirit of Enterprise: Merchants and Economic Development in Revolutionary Philadelphia (Chapel Hill, N.C., 1986).Google Scholar



 
 
        19
      
 19  Sec, for example, Main, Colonial Connecticut, and Clemens, Paul and Simler, Lucy, “Rural Labor and the Farm Household in Chester County, Pennsylvania, 1750–1820,” in Work and Labor in Early America, ed. Innes, Stephen (Chapel Hill, N.C., 1988).Google Scholar



 
 
        20
      
 20  Doerflinger, Vigorous Spirit of Enterprise.



 
 
        21
      
 21  The artisanal origins of many early manufacturers is documented in Ross, Steven J., Workers on the Edge: Work, Leisure, and Politics in Industrializing Cincinnati, 1788–1890 (New York, 1985).Google Scholar



 
 
        22
      
 22  Lemon makes a similar argument in his “Comment,” 688–96.



 
 
        23
      
 23  Shammas, “How Self-Sufficient Was Early America?”



 
 
        24
      
 24  According to Bruce Daniels, the typical farmer in Connecticut by the 1770s owned 10 cattle, 16 sheep, 6 pigs, 2 horses, a team of oxen, and some poultry; see his “Economic Development in Colonial and Revolutionary Connecticut: An Overview,” William & Mary Quarterly 37 (1980): 427–50. Alice Hanson Jones estimated for the same period that middling farmers throughout the colonies (estates of £100 to £400) held about 15 percent of their total wealth in livestock, with smaller farmers (estates under £99) holding just over 25 percent in livestock; the data are from tables 7.21 and 7.22 in Wealth of a Nation To Be: The American Colonies on the Eve of the Revolution (New York, 1980). The colonists' expansion of livestock herds presaged the business strategies of many rural households in the modern U.S. economy. In the late twentieth century, the bulk of all harvested grain ends up as fodder for gigantic herds of hogs and cattle since high income levels permit Americans to exercise their preference for obtaining a disproportionate share of their nourishment from meat and dairy products. Although colonial farms were a far cry from the modern mechanized farm, the increased size of crop surpluses and their allocation to boost the output of meat and dairy products was a trend already under way by the eighteenth century.



 
 
        25
      
 25  Kim, Sung Bok, Landlord and Tenant in Colonial New York: Manorial Society, 1664–1775 (Chapel Hill, N.C., 1978)Google Scholar; Innes, Stephen, “Land Tenancy and Social Order in Springfield, Massachusetts, 1652 to 1702,” William & Mary Quarterly  35 (1978), 33–56CrossRefGoogle Scholar, and Labor in a New Land: Economy and Society in Seventeenth-Century Springfield (Princeton, N.J., 1983); Main, Gloria, Tobacco Colony: Life in Early Maryland (Princeton, N.J., 1982)Google Scholar; Clemens,  and Simler, , “Rural Labor”; and Schweitzer, Mary, Custom and Contract: Household, Government, and the Economy in Colonial Pennsylvania (New York, 1987).Google Scholar



 
 
        26
      
 26  Downwardly mobile tenants are the focus of Stiverson, Gregory, Poverty in a Land of Plenty: Tenancy in Eighteenth-Century Maryland (Baltimore, Md., 1977).Google Scholar



 
 
        27
      
 27  In “Rural Labor,” Clemens and Simler identified a significant number of tenant farmers in eastern Pennsylvania who earned a living from a combination of activities: producing crops on rented land, periodic day labor in the landlord's fields, and occasional craft work for the landlord. Indeed, landlords often charged very low rents for contiguous farms because they wanted to hold nearby a “captive” source of supplementary day labor during certain critical weeks in the cycle of planting and harvesting, and they anticipated that tenants would bring new land under the plow. When wheat began to ripen, farmers with sizable commitments to commercial agriculture were always willing to pay occasional day laborers substantial wages—up to 4 shillings per day (about $23 in 1990 prices)—if extra hands were available in the surrounding countryside.



 
 
        28
      
 28  The inclusion of southern planters in the entrepreneurial category is incompatible with the Marxian analysis of southern slave society advanced by Elizabeth Fox-Genovese and Eugene Genovese. They are unwilling to grant the U.S. slave society the status of full-fledged capitalism. Instead, they view the slave South as a region that “emerged as a bastard child of merchant capital and developed as a non-capitalist society.” Their depiction of the slave south is outlined in Fruits of Merchant Capital: Slavery and Bourgeois Property in the Rise and Expansion of Capitalism (New York, 1983); quotation from p. 5.



 
 
        29
      
 29  T. H. Breen recently estimated the share of households qualifying for great planter status to be in the range of 3 to 10 percent; see his Tobacco Culture: The Mentality of the Great Tidewater Planters on the Eve of Revolution (Princeton, N.J., 1985), 32–38.



 
 
        30
      
 30  Kulikoff, Allan, Tobacco and Slaves: The Development of Southern Cultures in the Chesapeake, 1680–1800 (Chapel Hill, N.C., 1986), 118–61.Google Scholar



 
 
        31
      
 31  The contributions of these scholars include Galenson, , White Servitude in Colonial America: An Economic Analysis (New York, 1981)Google Scholar; Grubb, , “Immigration and Servitude in the Colony and Commonwealth of Pennsylvania: A Quantitative Economic Analysis” (Ph.D. diss., University of Chicago, 1984)Google Scholar, plus numerous derivative articles, including “Immigrant Servant Labor: Their Occupation and Geographic Distribution in the Late Eighteenth-Century Mid-Atlantic Economy,” Social Science History 9 (1985): 249–75; “The Market for Indentured Immigrants: Evidence on the Efficiency of Forward-Labor Contracting in Philadelphia, 1745–1773,” Journal of Economic History 45 (1985): 855–68; “Colonial Labor Markets and the Length of Indenture: Further Evidence,” Explorations in Economic History 24 (1987): 101–6; and Bailyn, Voyagers to the West. Two very useful essays are James Horn, “Servant Emigration in the Chesapeake in the Seventeenth Century,” 51–95, and Lois Green Carrand Russell Menard, “Immigration and Opportunity: The Freedman in Early Colonial Maryland,” 206–42, in The Chesapeake in the Seventeenth Century: Essays on Anglo-American Society, ed. Tate, Thad and Ammerman, David (Chapel Hill, N.C., 1979).Google Scholar An excellent survey of the literature on both forms of bonded labor is Richard Dunn, “Servants and Slaves: The Recruitment and Employment of Labor,” in Greene and Pole, Colonial British America, 157–94. A lengthy bibliography is found in Perkins, Economy of Colonial America, 110–14.



 
 
        32
      
 32  In Tobacco Colony, Gloria Main estimated freedom dues in Maryland at around £3.5 in the seventeenth century—or about $350 in 1990 prices.



 
 
        33
      
 33  For details relating to the indenture contracts of the native-born, see Schweitzer, Custom and Contract.



 
 
        34
      
 34  The best data on work patterns during a male's life cycle are found in Jackson Turner Main, Colonial Connecticut. Information on females is sketchier, but Schweitzer, Custom and Contract, and Shammas, , “The Female Social Structure of Philadelphia in 1775,” Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography  107 (1983): 69–83Google Scholar, are useful sources.



 
 
        35
      
 35  Morgan, Philip, “Black Life in Eighteenth-Century Charleston,” Perspectives in American History, n.s. 1 (1984): 187–232.Google Scholar



 
 
        36
      
 36  Rediker, Marcus, Between the Devil and the Deep Blue Sea: Merchant Seamen, Pirates, and the Anglo-American Maritime World, 1700–1750 (New York, 1987).Google Scholar On the economic status of seamen, mariners, and captains, see Main, Colonial Connecticut, 280–95. Eighty percent of all ship captains in the colony listed land in their estates.



 
 
        37
      
 37  Jensen, Joan, Loosening the bonds: Mid-Atlantic Farm Women, 1750–1850 (New Haven, Conn., 1986).Google Scholar



 
 
        38
      
 38  Salmon, Marylynn, Women and the Law of Property in Early America (Chapel Hill, N.C., 1986).Google Scholar A strictly lifetime interest meant that, on the widow's death, the property was turned over to whoever was named in the husband's will or, alternatively, it was divided according to the customs and laws of the colony. In neither case did the widow have the right to alter or dictate the disposition of the property on which she had relied for economic support during her widowhood.



 
 
        39
      
 39  Shammas, “Female Social Structure,” 69–83.



 
 
        40
      
 40  A good source on the special status of women as managers of farms and commercial enterprises is Matthaei, Julie A., An Economic History of Women in America: Women's Work, the Sexual Division of Labor, and the Development of Capitalism (New York, 1982).Google Scholar With the explicit consent of their husbands, women in some colonies were granted the privilege of opening business enterprises, usually small mercantile firms; they received all managerial powers, including the right to negotiate contracts, under the legal device called feme sole.



 
 
        41
      
 41  For information on differing provincial laws, see Carole Shammas, Marylynn Salmon, and Dahlin, Michel, Inheritance in America: From Colonial Times to the Present (New Brunswick, N.J., 1987).Google Scholar



 
 
        42
      
 42  Eliza Lucas, who later married a Pinckney, is perhaps the best example of a colonial business woman. She managed successfully several rice and indigo plantations for extended periods of time on two separate occasions—the first at the bidding of her father and once again following the death of her husband. Predictably, after her sons had matured, they eventually assumed ownership and managerial control over the plantation properties.





 

           



 
  	6
	Cited by


 

   




 Cited by

 
 Loading...


 [image: ]   


 
















  
    Cited by

  




  
    
      	
          
            
              [image: Crossref logo]
              6
            

          
        
	
          
            
              [image: Google Scholar logo]
            

          
        


    

    
    
      
        
          
            
              
                
                  Crossref Citations

                  
                    
                      
                        [image: Crossref logo]
                      
                    

                    
                      
                        This article has been cited by the following publications. This list is generated based on data provided by 
    Crossref.

                    

                  

                  

                        
                          
                                
                                
                                    
                                    John, Richard R.
                                  1997.
                                  Elaborations, Revisions, Dissents: Alfred D. Chandler, Jr.'s,The Visible Handafter Twenty Years.
                                  
                                  
                                  Business History Review, 
                                  Vol. 71, 
                                  Issue. 2, 
                                
                                    p. 
                                    151.
                                
                                

                        
                        	CrossRef
	Google Scholar


                        
                        
      
                          
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Bowen, H. V.
                                  2002.
                                  Gentlemanly Capitalism, Imperialism and Global History.
                                  
                                  
                                  
                                  
                                  
                                
                                    p. 
                                    19.
                                
                                

                        
                        	CrossRef
	Google Scholar


                        
                        
      
                          
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Carraher, Shawn
                                    
                                    Novicevic, Milorad M.
                                    
                                    Buckley, M. Ronald
                                    
                                    Clayton, Russell W.
                                    
                                    Moeller, Miriam
                                     and 
                                    Williams, Wallace A.
                                  2009.
                                  Commemorating Chandler through the lens of his revisionists.
                                  
                                  
                                  Journal of Management History, 
                                  Vol. 15, 
                                  Issue. 3, 
                                
                                    p. 
                                    313.
                                
                                

                        
                        	CrossRef
	Google Scholar


                        
                        
      
                          
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Grinder, Brian
                                    
                                    Pascal, Vincent J.
                                     and 
                                    Schwartz, Robert G.
                                  2010.
                                  Entrepreneurship and the early American clock industry.
                                  
                                  
                                  Journal of Research in Marketing and Entrepreneurship, 
                                  Vol. 12, 
                                  Issue. 1, 
                                
                                    p. 
                                    54.
                                
                                

                        
                        	CrossRef
	Google Scholar


                        
                        
      
                          
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Jones, Nicole
                                    
                                    Novicevic, Milorad M.
                                    
                                    Hayek, Mario
                                     and 
                                    Humphreys, John H.
                                  2012.
                                  The first documents of emancipated African American management.
                                  
                                  
                                  Journal of Management History, 
                                  Vol. 18, 
                                  Issue. 1, 
                                
                                    p. 
                                    46.
                                
                                

                        
                        	CrossRef
	Google Scholar


                        
                        
      
                          
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Vu, Dang Le Nguyen
                                    
                                    Napier, Nancy K.
                                     and 
                                    Vuong, Hoang Quan
                                  2012.
                                  It Takes Two to Tango: Entrepreneurship and Creativity in Troubled Times – Vietnam 2012.
                                  
                                  
                                  SSRN Electronic Journal, 
                                  
                                  
                                
                                
                                

                        
                        	CrossRef
	Google Scholar


                        
                        

                  
                  
                

              

            

          

        
    
        
          
            
              
                
                  Google Scholar Citations

                  View all Google Scholar citations
                    for this article.
                  

                

              

            

          

        
      

    
  


  ×





    
        
            
                	Librarians
	Authors
	Publishing partners
	Agents
	Corporates


            

        

        
            
                	
                        
                          Additional Information
                          
  
  


  
  

                        
                        
                            
                              	Accessibility
	Our blog
	News
	Contact and help
	Cambridge Core legal notices
	Feedback
	Sitemap


                              
                                Select your country preference
                              

                              
                                [image: GB]
                                Afghanistan
Aland Islands
Albania
Algeria
American Samoa
Andorra
Angola
Anguilla
Antarctica
Antigua and Barbuda
Argentina
Armenia
Aruba
Australia
Austria
Azerbaijan
Bahamas
Bahrain
Bangladesh
Barbados
Belarus
Belgium
Belize
Benin
Bermuda
Bhutan
Bolivia
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Botswana
Bouvet Island
Brazil
British Indian Ocean Territory
Brunei Darussalam
Bulgaria
Burkina Faso
Burundi
Cambodia
Cameroon
Canada
Cape Verde
Cayman Islands
Central African Republic
Chad
Channel Islands, Isle of Man
Chile
China
Christmas Island
Cocos (Keeling) Islands
Colombia
Comoros
Congo
Congo, The Democratic Republic of the
Cook Islands
Costa Rica
Cote D'Ivoire
Croatia
Cuba
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Denmark
Djibouti
Dominica
Dominican Republic
East Timor
Ecuador
Egypt
El Salvador
Equatorial Guinea
Eritrea
Estonia
Ethiopia
Falkland Islands (Malvinas)
Faroe Islands
Fiji
Finland
France
French Guiana
French Polynesia
French Southern Territories
Gabon
Gambia
Georgia
Germany
Ghana
Gibraltar
Greece
Greenland
Grenada
Guadeloupe
Guam
Guatemala
Guernsey
Guinea
Guinea-bissau
Guyana
Haiti
Heard and Mc Donald Islands
Honduras
Hong Kong
Hungary
Iceland
India
Indonesia
Iran, Islamic Republic of
Iraq
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Jamaica
Japan
Jersey
Jordan
Kazakhstan
Kenya
Kiribati
Korea, Democratic People's Republic of
Korea, Republic of
Kuwait
Kyrgyzstan
Lao People's Democratic Republic
Latvia
Lebanon
Lesotho
Liberia
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
Liechtenstein
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Macau
Macedonia
Madagascar
Malawi
Malaysia
Maldives
Mali
Malta
Marshall Islands
Martinique
Mauritania
Mauritius
Mayotte
Mexico
Micronesia, Federated States of
Moldova, Republic of
Monaco
Mongolia
Montenegro
Montserrat
Morocco
Mozambique
Myanmar
Namibia
Nauru
Nepal
Netherlands
Netherlands Antilles
New Caledonia
New Zealand
Nicaragua
Niger
Nigeria
Niue
Norfolk Island
Northern Mariana Islands
Norway
Oman
Pakistan
Palau
Palestinian Territory, Occupied
Panama
Papua New Guinea
Paraguay
Peru
Philippines
Pitcairn
Poland
Portugal
Puerto Rico
Qatar
Reunion
Romania
Russian Federation
Rwanda
Saint Kitts and Nevis
Saint Lucia
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Samoa
San Marino
Sao Tome and Principe
Saudi Arabia
Senegal
Serbia
Seychelles
Sierra Leone
Singapore
Slovakia
Slovenia
Solomon Islands
Somalia
South Africa
South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands
Spain
Sri Lanka
St. Helena
St. Pierre and Miquelon
Sudan
Suriname
Svalbard and Jan Mayen Islands
Swaziland
Sweden
Switzerland
Syrian Arab Republic
Taiwan
Tajikistan
Tanzania, United Republic of
Thailand
Togo
Tokelau
Tonga
Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia
Türkiye
Turkmenistan
Turks and Caicos Islands
Tuvalu
Uganda
Ukraine
United Arab Emirates
United Kingdom
United States
United States Minor Outlying Islands
United States Virgin Islands
Uruguay
Uzbekistan
Vanuatu
Vatican City
Venezuela
Vietnam
Virgin Islands (British)
Wallis and Futuna Islands
Western Sahara
Yemen
Zambia
Zimbabwe


                                
                              

                            

                            
                                    
                                        Join us online

                                        	
                                              
                                                
                                                  
                                                    
                                                    
                                                  
                                                
                                              
                                            
	
                                              
                                                
                                                  
                                                    
                                                    
                                                  
                                                
                                              
                                            
	
                                              
                                                
                                                  
                                                    
                                                    
                                                  
                                                
                                              
                                            
	
                                              
                                                
                                                  
                                                    
                                                    
                                                  
                                              
                                              
                                            
	
                                              
                                                
                                                  
                                                    
                                                    
                                                  
                                                
                                              
                                            


                                    

                            

                        

                    


            

        

        
            
                	
                        
                          Legal Information
                          
  
  


  
  

                        
                        
                            	
                                    
                                        
                                            [image: Cambridge University Press]
                                        
                                    

                                


                            	Rights & Permissions
	Copyright
	Privacy Notice
	Terms of use
	Cookies Policy
	
                                  © Cambridge University Press 2024


                                
	Back to top


                        

                    


            

        

        
            
                	
                      © Cambridge University Press 2024
                    
	Back to top


            

        


    

    


    
    

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

    

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        
            
                

                
                    
                        
                        

                    

                

    
                
                    Cancel

                    Confirm

                

            

            ×
        

    

    
    
      
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

    
    
    

    
    
    
    
    
      

    


  
    Save article to Kindle

  


  
    
      
          
            To save this article to your Kindle, first ensure coreplatform@cambridge.org is added to your Approved Personal Document E-mail List under your Personal Document Settings on the Manage Your Content and Devices page of your Amazon account. Then enter the ‘name’ part of your Kindle email address below.
              Find out more about saving to your Kindle.
            

            
              Note you can select to save to either the @free.kindle.com or @kindle.com variations. ‘@free.kindle.com’ emails are free but can only be saved to your device when it is connected to wi-fi. ‘@kindle.com’ emails can be delivered even when you are not connected to wi-fi, but note that service fees apply.
            

            
              Find out more about the Kindle Personal Document Service.
            

      

    


        
          
            The Entrepreneurial Spirit in Colonial America: The Foundations of Modern Business History


          

        

        
          
            	Volume 63, Issue 1
	
                        Edwin J. Perkins (a1)
                    
	DOI: https://doi.org/10.2307/3115429


          

        
  


  
    
      
        
          

              
                
                    Your Kindle email address
                
                
                  
                        
                    Please provide your Kindle email.
                  

                  
                    @free.kindle.com
                    @kindle.com (service fees apply)
                  

                

              

            
              
                
                  Available formats
                
                    
                       PDF
                    
                
                
                
                  Please select a format to save.
                
              

            


            
              
                
                  
                  By using this service, you agree that you will only keep content for personal use, and will not openly distribute them via Dropbox, Google Drive or other file sharing services
                  Please confirm that you accept the terms of use.
                
              

            


            
            
            
            
            

          


          
          
            
              Cancel
            

            
              
                Save
              
            

          

          
        

      

    

  

  ×




  
    Save article to Dropbox

  


  
    
      
          
              To save this article to your Dropbox account, please select one or more formats and confirm that you agree to abide by our usage policies. If this is the first time you used this feature, you will be asked to authorise Cambridge Core to connect with your Dropbox account.
              Find out more about saving content to Dropbox.
          
      

    


        
          
            The Entrepreneurial Spirit in Colonial America: The Foundations of Modern Business History


          

        

        
          
            	Volume 63, Issue 1
	
                        Edwin J. Perkins (a1)
                    
	DOI: https://doi.org/10.2307/3115429


          

        
  


  
    
      
        
          


            
              
                
                  Available formats
                
                    
                       PDF
                    
                
                
                
                  Please select a format to save.
                
              

            


            
              
                
                  
                  By using this service, you agree that you will only keep content for personal use, and will not openly distribute them via Dropbox, Google Drive or other file sharing services
                  Please confirm that you accept the terms of use.
                
              

            


            
            
            
            
            

          


          
          
            
              Cancel
            

            
              
                Save
              
            

          

          
        

      

    

  

  ×




  
    Save article to Google Drive

  


  
    
      
          
              To save this article to your Google Drive account, please select one or more formats and confirm that you agree to abide by our usage policies. If this is the first time you used this feature, you will be asked to authorise Cambridge Core to connect with your Google Drive account.
              Find out more about saving content to Google Drive.
          
      

    


        
          
            The Entrepreneurial Spirit in Colonial America: The Foundations of Modern Business History


          

        

        
          
            	Volume 63, Issue 1
	
                        Edwin J. Perkins (a1)
                    
	DOI: https://doi.org/10.2307/3115429


          

        
  


  
    
      
        
          


            
              
                
                  Available formats
                
                    
                       PDF
                    
                
                
                
                  Please select a format to save.
                
              

            


            
              
                
                  
                  By using this service, you agree that you will only keep content for personal use, and will not openly distribute them via Dropbox, Google Drive or other file sharing services
                  Please confirm that you accept the terms of use.
                
              

            


            
            
            
            
            

          


          
          
            
              Cancel
            

            
              
                Save
              
            

          

          
        

      

    

  

  ×





  ×

  

    
      
        Reply to:
        
        Submit a response
      

      

    


    

      
      
      

      

        
          
            Title *
              
              Please enter a title for your response.
            
          

        


        
          
            Contents *
            
              
              
                    Contents help
                  
                    
                      
                      
                    
              
            
            
              
                
                  
                    
                        Close Contents help
                      
                        
                          
                          
                        
                        
                          
                          
                        
                              
                  
                

                - No HTML tags allowed
- Web page URLs will display as text only
- Lines and paragraphs break automatically
- Attachments, images or tables are not permitted

              

            
            Please enter your response.
          

        

      

      

      
        Your details

        

      

      

        
        
          
        
          
        
            
              First name *
                
                Please enter your first name.
              
            

        
            
              Last name *
                
                Please enter your last name.
              
            

        
            
              Email *
              
                
                
                      Email help
                    
                      
                        
                        
                      
                
              
              
                
                  
                    
                      
                          Close Email help
                        
                          
                            
                            
                          
                          
                            
                            
                          
                                
                    
                  

                  Your email address will be used in order to notify you when your comment has been reviewed by the moderator and in case the author(s) of the article or the moderator need to contact you directly.

                

              
              Please enter a valid email address.
            

        
          

        
          
        
            
              Occupation
                
                Please enter your occupation.
              
            

        
            
              Affiliation
                
                Please enter any affiliation.
              
            

        
          

        
        

      
      
        
      


      
        

        You have entered the maximum number of contributors

      

      

      
        Conflicting interests

        

      

      

        
          
            Do you have any conflicting interests? *
            
                  Conflicting interests help
                
                  
                    
                    
                  
            
          
          
            

              
                
                  
                      Close Conflicting interests help
                    
                      
                        
                        
                      
                      
                        
                        
                      
                            
                
              

              Please list any fees and grants from, employment by, consultancy for, shared ownership in or any close relationship with, at any time over the preceding 36 months, any organisation whose interests may be affected by the publication of the response. Please also list any non-financial associations or interests (personal, professional, political, institutional, religious or other) that a reasonable reader would want to know about in relation to the submitted work. This pertains to all the authors of the piece, their spouses or partners.

            

        

        
           Yes
        
        
           No
        
      

      

        More information *
          
          Please enter details of the conflict of interest or select 'No'.
        

      


      


      
        
          
            
            Please tick the box to confirm you agree to our Terms of use. *


            Please accept terms of use.
          
        

      


      
        
          
            
            Please tick the box to confirm you agree that your name, comment and conflicts of interest (if accepted) will be visible on the website and your comment may be printed in the journal at the Editor’s discretion. *


            Please confirm you agree that your details will be displayed.
          
        

      

      

      
        
      

    

  





