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I am an unquenchable fire, the centre of all energy, the stout heroic heart;
I am truth and light, I hold power and glory in my sway;
My presence disperses dark clouds, I have been chosen to tame the fates;
I am the Dragon

— T. Low, The Handbook of Chinese Horoscopes

This molecular hydrogen image (v=1-0 S(1) line at 2.122 um) shows HH 288 in Cas-
siopeia, dubbed the Dragon Jet after its resemblance to the mythical fire-breather. The
jet emanates from a deeply embedded young source and drives an associated molecular
outflow; at the 2 kpc kinematic distance of the ambient cloud, the jet is over 3 parsec long.

Data taken by Mark McCaughrean using Omega-Prime on the Calar Alto 3.5-m; 0.8 arc-
sec seeing; 33 minutes integration time; 4.3 x4.6 arcmin ficld; continuum not subtracted.
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