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Averages and moments associated to class numbers
of imaginary quadratic fields

D. R. Heath-Brown and L. B. Pierce

ABSTRACT

For any odd prime ¢, let hy(—d) denote the ¢-part of the class number of the imaginary
quadratic field Q(v/—d). Nontrivial pointwise upper bounds are known only for ¢ = 3;
nontrivial upper bounds for averages of hy(—d) have previously been known only for
¢ = 3,5. In this paper we prove nontrivial upper bounds for the average of hy(—d) for
all primes ¢ > 7, as well as nontrivial upper bounds for certain higher moments for all
primes ¢ > 3.

1. Introduction

Fix an imaginary quadratic field Q(v/—d) with square-free —d < 0, and let Cl(—d) be the
corresponding class group. The size of the class group, denoted h(—d), is the class number
of Q(v/—d), a fundamental invariant that appears widely in number theory. The divisibility
properties of class numbers of quadratic fields are subject to the conjectures known as the
Cohen—Lenstra heuristics [CL84], which despite significant attention remain open in most cases.
For any prime ¢ > 2, let hy(—d) denote the ¢-part of the class number, that is the number of
ideal classes in the class group Cl(—d) whose ¢th power is the principal ideal class. One may
obtain a trivial pointwise upper bound for hy(—d) by noting that

he(—d) < h(—d) < d*/?*e,

It is conjectured that
he(—d) < d° (1.1)

for all d and any € > 0. (Throughout, we will use the convention that all implied constants may
depend upon /¢ and ¢.)

This conjecture (and a more general version for ¢-torsion in class groups of number fields
of any degree) is motivated by the Cohen-Lenstra heuristics [CL84], by counting elliptic curves
with fixed conductor [BS96], by counting number fields of fixed degree and discriminant [Duk98],
and by questions on equidistribution of CM-points on Shimura varieties [Zha05]. For ¢ = 2, the
conjecture (1.1) is known by the genus theory of Gauss. For ¢ = 3 the currently best-known
upper bound is due to Ellenberg and Venkatesh [EV07]:

hs(—d) < d'/3+e. (1.2)

For primes ¢ > 5, no nontrivial upper bound for hy(—d) is known to hold for all d.
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One may also consider averages

> hy(—d).

0<d<X
In the case ¢ = 3, Davenport and Heilbronn [DHT71] established that

Y ohs(-d)~2 > 1, (1.3)

0<d<X 0<d<X

as X — oo, in which both sums are restricted to fundamental discriminants. This asymptotic
has recently been refined further to include secondary main terms (see Bhargava et al. [BST13],
Taniguchi and Thorne [TT13], and Hough [Houl0]), but for the purposes of this paper it is
sufficient that (1.3) provides an upper bound:

> hs(—d) < X. (1.4)

0<d<X
For ¢ = 5, the best-known upper bound for the average is due to Soundararajan [Sou00] (also
proved by Hough [Houl0)):
> hs(—d) < X5/ (1.5)
0<d<X
For primes £ > 7, the literature appears to contain no bound better than the trivial estimate

D hy(—d) < X3t
0<d< X

However Soundararajan noted in [Sou00] that he has shown for any prime ¢ > 3 that
ho(—d) < d/?=1/20+e (1.6)

for all but one square-free discriminant d in any dyadic range [X,2X). Summing over O(log X)
dyadic ranges implies the nontrivial average bound

D hy(—d) < X321/ (1.7)
0<d< X

for any ¢ > 3. While this is superseded by (1.4) and (1.5) for £ = 3 and 5, no improvement has
been given hitherto for larger values of /.

One can further consider the second moment; motivated by the conjecture (1.1) for the
pointwise upper bound for hs(—d), one would expect that

D hy(—d)® < XM
0<d< X

For ¢ = 3 and 5, one may bound the second moment by applying the best-known pointwise
upper bound (respectively (1.2) and (1.6)) to one factor hy(—d), and then applying the best-
known average upper bound to the remaining sum (respectively (1.4) and (1.5)). For £ > 7, it
is advantageous to apply Soundararajan’s result (1.6) to both factors of hy(—d). This approach
results in the following upper bounds for the second moment:

X434 4 =3,

> hy(—d)? < { X320 g =5, (1.8)
0<d<X X2-Vtte ¢ > 7 prime.
2288
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More generally, for any real number k& > 1, known results lead to bounds for the kth moment of

the form
X 1+(k=1)/3+e =3,
Z hg(—d)k < X5/4+(k—1)(2/5)+e +Xl~c/2+£ ¢ =5,
0<d<X X1Hh((E-1)/20+e L xk/24e 0 > 7 prime.

1.1 Statement of the theorems

The purpose of this paper is to improve on these bounds for the averages and moments of hy(—d)
for d square-free and ¢ an odd prime. (For the rest of this paper the notations d and ¢ are reserved
for square-free integers and odd primes respectively.)

THEOREM 1.1. For each prime £ > 5,

D hy(—d) < X323/
0<d< X

for any € > 0.

This recaptures Soundararajan’s result (1.5) for £ = 5 and improves on the bound (1.7) for all
primes ¢ > 7. (Since Davenport and Heilbronn’s result (1.3) is best possible, our work provides
no new information for the average of h3(—d).)

We also consider higher moments. First we consider the moments of hz(—d), for which our
main result is the following.

THEOREM 1.2.
Z hs(—d)* < X'V/6+  for any ¢ > 0.
0<d<X

It may be surprising to see the fourth moment here, but it turns out to give the best results
of its type, as we shall see.

By the reflection principle of Scholz [Sch32], logs hg(—d) and logs h3(43d) differ by at most
one. Thus the corresponding bound for the 3-part of the class number of real quadratic fields
follows as a corollary, making an identical improvement over previously known bounds as in the
imaginary case.

COROLLARY 1.3.
Z hy(d)* < XM/ for any e > 0.
0<d<X

Nontrivial bounds for other moments are also an immediate corollary. For 1 < k < 4 one
merely uses Holder’s inequality in conjunction with (1.4), while for k£ > 4 one just applies (1.2)
in combination with Theorem 1.2.

COROLLARY 1.4. For all real k € [1,4], and for any € > 0,

Z hg(_d)k<<X(5k+13)/18+a’
0<d<X

D7 hy(d)f < X ORFI/18TE
0<d<X

2289
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For all real k > 4, and for any € > 0,

Z hg(—d)k < )((2]’43%*3)/6%*57
0<d<X

Z hg(d)k < X(2k+3)/6+€.
0<d<X

In particular, for any € > 0,
Z h3(_d)2 << X23/18+8.
0<d<X

This final bound improves on (1.8); we note that 23/18 = 1.2777.. ..
We next consider higher moments for hy(—d) for primes ¢ > 5. Theorem 1.1 combined with
(1.6) implies that, for any real k > 1,

Z he(—d)F & XB/2-3/(QE2)+(k=1)(1/2-1/20) 4= | yk/2+e
0<d< X

where the last term arises from the possible exceptions to (1.6). For purposes of comparison, we
rewrite this as

Z he(—d)k <<Xl-‘rk’((f—l)/?ﬁ)—(?ﬁ—1)/(2@(54—1))4—8+Xk’/2+a‘.
0<d<X

We will improve on this for all real 1 < k < (202 4+1)/(¢ + 1).

THEOREM 1.5. For any prime ¢ > 5, all real k > 1, and any € > 0,

2
X 1Hk((6-2)/(2042))+e if1<k< £-1
20 -1’
2
> hel=d)f < § ek nan-enenre pCT g
0<d<X 20 —1 ’
xk/2+e ifk>0+1.

In particular, we single out the consequence of Theorem 1.5 for the second moment (noting
that k£ = 2 lies in the first case of the theorem for ¢ > 5).

COROLLARY 1.6. For any prime ¢ > 5, for any € > 0,

Z hg(—d)2 < X273/(€+1)+6.
0<d< X

This improves on (1.8) in every case. Theorem 1.1 may of course be deduced from the above
corollary via the Cauchy—Schwarz inequality. However we have stated and proved Theorem 1.1
separately since it is, in effect, used in the proof of Theorem 1.5.

Our approach is to develop an unconditional upper bound for hy(—d) that holds for almost
all d, by using the relation between hy(—d) and small split primes in Q(v/—d). The original
observation of this relation is credited to Soundararajan (and to Michel in a related context) in
the work of Helfgott and Venkatesh [HV06] and Ellenberg and Venkatesh [EV07], and has been
used in [HV06], for example, to prove a bound for hg(—d) for all d, conditional on the Generalized
Riemann Hypothesis. Here we prove an unconditional version, at the cost that it only holds for
‘almost all’ d. To treat higher moments, we combine this with upper bounds for the number of
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simultaneous representations of integers by certain polynomials; this counting problem is similar
to computations performed in [Sou00] and [HBO7]. Finally, we remark that the methods of §6
may also be applied to prove upper bounds for mixed averages of the form

Y hu(=dhe(=d)

0<d<X

for distinct odd primes ¢, ¢'; we leave the details to the interested reader.

We reiterate that throughout this paper we consider sums over 0 < d < X to be restricted
to square-free integers, and ¢ represents an odd prime. We will frequently combine factors of
size X°¢ for various ¢; in all cases € may be taken to be an arbitrarily small real number, so we
re-define it wherever appropriate so that the total factor remains represented by X¢. We also
use the notation A < B to indicate that there is a constant ¢, possibly depending on certain
allowable parameters such as ¢ or ¢, such that |A| < ¢|B|, and similarly for A > B.

2. An unconditional pointwise upper bound

Our starting point is the following unconditional pointwise upper bound for hy(—d).

PROPOSITION 2.1. Fix any prime { > 3 and real parameters %Xl/% < Z < X. There exists a
small exceptional set E(Z;X) C [X,2X) such that for all square-free d € [X,2X)\E(Z; X),

he(—d) < X{d"?2Z7 +dV22728,(d; Z)},
for any € > 0, where Sy(d; Z) is the cardinality of the set of pairs of primes p,p’ satisfying
Z<p#p <27

for which there exist u,v € Z\{0} with (v,pp’) =1 such that

4(pp')t = u* + dv*.
Moreover, the exceptional set satisfies

#E(Z;X) < X (2.1)
for any ¢’ > 0.
COROLLARY 2.2. Fix any ¢’ > 0. For all d € [X,2X) apart from at most O(X®') exceptions,

ho(—d) < dV/2~1/26+

for any € > 0.

This corollary, which we will prove at the end of §2, gives a weak form of Soundararajan’s
result concerning the bound (1.6).

It is clear from Proposition 2.1 that an understanding of Sy(d; Z), both in terms of its average
over d and its second moment, will yield corresponding information for hy(—d). Our two main
technical results are for the average and second moment of Sy(d; Z).

PRrROPOSITION 2.3. For any prime { > 3 and XV <7< X,

N Sildi 2) < X{ZPXV? 4 22XV
X<d<2X

for any € > 0.
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PROPOSITION 2.4. For ¢ =3 and X'/ < Z < X,

Z Ss(d; Z)? < XE{Z2XV/? 4 72X —3/2)
X<d<2X

for any € > 0. For any prime { > 5 and X2 <7< X,

> Sud; 2)? < XH{ 22XV 4 72X
X<d<2X

for any € > 0.

We include the case £ > 5 in Proposition 2.4 as it requires little extra effort, but we will not
make use of it: while it does result in a nontrivial upper bound for the second moment of hy(—d),
a stronger result may be obtained by applying Proposition 2.3 directly.

In the remainder of this section, we prove Proposition 2.1 and its corollary. We prove
Propositions 2.3 and 2.4 in §§3 and 4, respectively. Finally, in §§5 and 6 we record the
consequences of these results for averages and moments of hy(—d).

2.1 Proof of Proposition 2.1

Fix a prime ¢ > 3 and a square-free integer X < d < 2X. Let H = Cl(—d) be the class group of
Q(v/—d), with class number h(—d) = #Cl(—d). Let H, denote the maximal elementary abelian
{-group in H, with hy(—d) = #Hy. Since

#H/Hy = (22)
in order to show that hy(—d) is small it suffices to show that there are many cosets of Hy in
H. Let x4(-) denote the quadratic character associated to Q(y/—d). Picking a prime p { 2d such
that xq(p) = 1, it follows that p splits in Q(v/—d) as pp°, say, where ¢ is the nontrivial Galois
automorphism of Q(y/—d). Suppose that two distinct primes p, p’ split in this manner as pp°
and p'p’? respectively, and suppose that p and p’ represent the same class in H/Hy, so that
pH, = p'Hy. It follows that p~'p’ € Hy, so that (p~'p’)¢ is a principal ideal. Thus (p°p’)* is also

a principal ideal, say
- u+vv—d
(p7p)) = (2 ) (2.3)

for some u,v € Z. Hence taking norms, it follows that
A(pp))t = u? + dov?. (2.4)

Note that we may require that ged(v,pp’) = 1 (and in particular that v # 0). For supposing
that p | v, say, then by (2.4) we see that also p | u so that p | ((u+ vv/—d)/2). Hence p |
((u 4 vv/—d)/2), which by (2.3) implies that p | (p°p’)*. Since p is unramified this would then
imply that p | p’, which contradicts the fact that p # p’. A similar argument shows that we may
require that u # 0.

We will show that for all but a small number of ‘exceptional’ d there are many primes p, p’
that split in this manner, while also showing there can only be few solutions (u,v) to (2.4) with
ged(v,pp’) =1 and w, v in an appropriate range. This forces there to be many distinct cosets of
Hy in H, and provides an upper bound for hy(—d), as long as d is not exceptional.
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We first fix X < d < 2X and count the number of primes p that split appropriately, with

Z<p<2Z
for some parameter Z with %X V26 <7< X (to be chosen precisely in applications). We see
that 1
#{Z <p<2Z:x4p) =1} = 5 Z (1+xa(p)) + O(w(d)),
Z<p<2Z

where the last term reflects the contribution of the primes that divide d, and contributes no more
than O(log X) = O(log Z). We now separate the two terms within the sum over p and apply the
prime number theorem, obtaining

#{Z <p<2Z:xa(p) =1} = 3Z(log Z) " + M(d; Z) + O(Z(log Z)?),

say, where

M(d;2)= Y xalp):

Z<p<2Z

Thus the number of split primes in this range is at least of order Z(log Z)~!, unless we have
|M(d; Z)| > +Z(log Z)~1; we will show this exceptional scenario can occur for only a small
number of d.

Given a character y, set

V(X)Z( > x(p)yw-

Z<p<2Z

Upon unfolding the product, we see that this is a character sum of the form

Z anX(n)

Z4<n<(22)4

for some coefficients |a,| < d(n)* <« Z°. Now we note that with the particular choice x = xq,

S M@ 2= > Vixa)l (2.5)

X<d<2X X<d<2X

By positivity, we can enlarge the sum on the right-hand side of (2.5) to include all primitive
characters modulo d and apply the large sieve (see, for example, [Dav00, Theorem 4, ch. 27]), to

obtain
Yo oM@zt < Y ST VP

X<d<2X X<d<2X y (mod d)

<<(X2+Z4€)( > |an|2>

ZAtn<(22)4¢
< Z4£+2€(X2 + Z4f> < ZSE+287 (26)

since XV « 7 by assumption. Let E(Z; X) denote the exceptional set,
BE(Z;X)={X <d<2X:|M(d;2)| > 1Z(log Z)"'}. (2.7)
Then we may conclude from (2.6) that the exceptional set is small:
#E(Z; X) < X7,

for any € > 0.
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We now fix a d with X < d < 2X such that d € E(X, Z); the above argument shows that
there are at least of order Z(log Z)~! split primes for this d. In particular, summing over all
cosets of Hy in H shows that, for this d,

> #{Z<p<2Z:xalp) =1,p=pp",p € Ct=H#{Z <p <2Z: xa(p) =1} > Z(log Z)"".
CeH/H,

On the other hand, applying the Cauchy—Schwarz inequality to the left-hand side shows that
(#H/H) V(S (d; 7)) > Z(log 2)7, (2.8)
where we define

s(d; 2) = > #{Z<p<2Z:xalp)=1,p=pp7,p € C}.
CEH/H@

By the above discussion, we know that
Sél)(d; 7)< #{Z <p,p <27 4(pp") = u® + dv? for some u,v € 7}, (2.9)

where in the case that p # p’ we may impose the additional conditions that u,v # 0 and
(v,pp’) = 1. Combining (2.8) and (2.2), we may conclude that

he(—d) < d"/?+ 77 (log 2)*S(d; 7),
still under the assumption that d is not exceptional. Finally, we write
$¢"(d: 2) = 5, (d: Z) + Sild; 2),

where Stgo)(d; Z) is the contribution to the set (2.9) from pairs p = p’ and Sy(d;Z) is the
contribution from pairs p # p’. Trivially, S§°)(d; 7Z) < Z, and we see that Proposition 2.1 holds.

To deduce the corollary we take Z = %X 172t and note that any pairs of primes p,p’ counted
by S¢(d; Z) would satisfy

X <d<u?4dv® =4(pp)f <4423 =471X < X,
Thus Sy(d; Z) must vanish, so that hy(—d) < X¢d'/2Z~1 <« d"/?>=1/CO+ ynless d lies in E(Z; X).

The result then follows.

3. Proof of Proposition 2.3

Define the parameters
W=2z% U=2"%17! v=20tlglx"1/2 (3.1)

Note that V' > 2 as long as
7> X2

which we henceforward assume. Note also that up to a constant factor (accounting for changing
signs of u,v), we may express Sy(d; Z) as the quantity

#{Z <p#p <2Z:4pp)" = u? + dv? for some u,v > 1 with (v, pp’) = 1}.
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Furthermore, for any X < d < 2X, any triple w = pp/, u, v considered in the set above certainly
satisfies W < w <4W, 1 <u < U, 1 <o V.
We wish to bound Sy(d; Z) on average over d; for this we note that

Z Se(d; Z) <« #F{W < w< AW, 1 <u<U,1<v<<V:ged(v,w) =1,

X<d<2X
d¢E(Z;X)

v? | (4w’ —u?), (4w’ — u?)/v? € [X,2X)}.
It is convenient to work with dyadic ranges; thus for any parameter 1 < Vp < V/2, define

N(Z,X;Vo)=#{W <w<4AW, 1 <u < U, Vp <v <2V : ged(v,w) =1,
v? | (4w’ —u?), (4w’ —u?)/v? € [X,2X)}.

Then certainly

Yoo Sdizy< > NZX;2)= ) N(ZX:W).
X<d<2X 0<j<logy(V)—1 Vo<V/2
d¢E(Z;X) dyadic
We turn to bounding an individual term N (Z, X;Vp). We first fix w and v and let
M (w;v) = #{u (mod v?) : u? = 4w’ (mod v?)}.
LEMMA 3.1. For any coprime w and v,
M (w;v) < 290+ « 4, (3.2)

where w(v) denotes the number of distinct prime divisors of v.

Proof. This is proved in a standard fashion. Writing v = ¢}* - - - ¢/* in its prime decomposition,
it suffices by the Chinese Remainder Theorem to count M (w;q;*) for each g;. Since (w,v) =1
we may assume that (w, ¢;) = 1; we also assume for the moment that ¢; is odd. Then M (w;q;*)
will be nonzero only if w is a quadratic residue modulo ¢;, in which case u can lie in at most
two residue classes modulo ¢;; since ¢; is odd, each solution modulo ¢; lifts uniquely to a solution
modulo q?”. Thus we see that in this case

M(w;q;") < 2.

If g; = 2 then the relevant congruence has solutions only if 2 | u, in which case we may equivalently
count solutions to (u/2)? = w’ (mod ¢2"~?). However if n is odd, a congruence 2 = n (mod 2")

has at most four solutions. We may therefore conclude that M (w;¢;*) < 4, thus proving (3.2). O

Applying Lemma 3.1 directly to count solutions u < U to u? = 4w’ (mod v?) would lead to
the upper bound
N(Z,X; Vo) < WV UV 2 + 1). (3.3)

But then summing over all dyadic ranges with 1 < Vj < V/2 would not allow us to take advantage
of the decay with respect to Vj in (3.3). Thus we return to the definition of N(Z, X; V) and
utilize the additional piece of information that

e .2
x<W—w oy

v2
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which we rewrite as
2 X < 4w —u? < 20X, (3.4)

We will conclude from this that « must lie within a short interval around 2w!?2; precisely, we

write )
u

2Xv? _ 8XVE  2XVE 020+3 \Z
qwt = o4awt 72 V2

Thus F < 1 whence 1+ E =1+ O(F). It follows that

in which (3.4) shows that

IE| <

u = 2w'"? + O(W'?E) = 20"? + OW*2VZV—2).

Thus for each fixed w, v, in order to be counted by N(Z, X; Vj), u must lie in an interval I,,
around 2w'/? of length O(W*/2V2V ~2). We apply this information along with the bound (3.2)
to conclude that for each fixed w, v considered in N(Z, X;Vp),

/221 —2
#{u € I, : u* = 4w’ (mod v?)} < V§ <VV“//3V + 1) = VE(W2v =2 41).
0
As a consequence,
N(Z, X;Vp) < Z #{u € I, : u* = 4w’ (mod v?)}
W<w<4W,)VO<v<2VO
(v,w)=1

<< W%1+E(W£/2v—2 + 1)

(This improves upon (3.3) by effectively replacing VO_2 by V~2; observe that up to constant
factors, U is the same size as W*/ 2.) Summing over dyadic regions then shows

> N(Z X; Vo) < WHHRY e L gyyite

Vo SV/Z
dyadic

< XH{Z2XVP 4z X2,

which proves Proposition 2.3.

4. Proof of Proposition 2.4

We define a quantity Ry(d; Z) according to the parameters U, V, W given in (3.1) as follows: set
Ry(d; Z) = 0 if d is not square-free, and for d square-free let Ry(d; Z) be the number of triples
(w,u,v) € N? satisfying
W<w<4W, uw<U, v<V, gcd(w,v)=1,
w = p1pz  with p1 # ps € [Z,27),

and

qw® = u? + dv?.
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Recall also the quantity S¢(d; Z) defined in Proposition 2.1. Upon letting w = p1p2, we observe
that (up to signs) any tuple pi,pe2,u,v contributing to Sy(d; Z) must have W < w < 4W,
1<u<U, 1< vV, sothat Sy(d; Z) < Ry(d; Z). Thus we may write

Y. SldZ)’< Y Rld:Z)+ ) Re(d:Z2)(Re(d: Z) - 1). (4.1)

X<d<2X X<d<2X X<d<2X

The advantage of separating the terms in this fashion is that in the second term on the right-hand
side we may now count only distinct tuples (u,v,w) # (u/,v',w’) in Ry(d; Z).
We note that for X1/2¢ < Z < X the first term on the right-hand side of (4.1) satisfies

Y RAd:Z) < Y N(ZX:Vh) < XHZ2X2 4 24212, (4:2)
X<d<2X Vo<V/2
dyadic

by Proposition 2.3. The main remaining task is to treat

T, =Ty(Z;X):= > Rild; Z)(Re(d; Z) — 1).
X<d<2X

We will prove the following proposition.
PROPOSITION 4.1. For XY/ < Z < X,
T, < 724Xt (4.3)
Moreover when ¢ = 3 and X1/6 < Z < X we have
Ty < XS(ZTX V2 4 712X 73/2), (4.4)
Combining (4.2) and (4.3), we see that

> Sud; 2)? < XN(ZPXVP 4 MR g 22X,
X<d<2X

Note that
ZZ+2X—1/2 < ZQ€+4X—1

for Z > X1/ 5o that under this assumption

> Sud; 2)? < X*(Z° X'+ 72X,
X<d<2X

This suffices for Proposition 2.4 for ¢ > 5. For £ = 3 we improve on this; from (4.2) and (4.4) we
obtain
Z Sg(d, Z)2 < XE(zZXl/Q +Z5X71/2 + Z7X71/2 4 ZlQX73/2).
X<d<2X

However
75 x—1/2 < ZTx-1/2 _ {ZQX1/2}1/2{212X73/2}1/2 < 72x1/2 +ZIQX’3/2,

whence the case £ = 3 of Proposition 2.4 also follows.
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4.1 Proof of Proposition 4.1: a first bound for T}
We now prove (4.3). We recall the parameters U, V, W of (3.1) and note that T, is at most the
number of 6-tuples (w1, wa, ui, uz,v1,v2) in the ranges

W S wp,we <4W, 1<u,ug <U, 1<v,m<V
that satisfy the conditions

(ul,vl,wl) ?é (UQ,’UQ,’LUQ),
ged(wy,v1) = ged(wa, v2) =1,
v | (4w —ui) and o3 | (dwh — u3),
v%(llwg — u2) = v§(4wf — u%) £ 0.

~ o~~~
R R
co J O Ot
o — T

We will obtain a first upper bound for T, by following the approach of [Sou00], ignoring the
divisibility conditions (4.7); note that we are also now ignoring the fact that each of wy,ws is a
product of two distinct primes. We claim that for tuples satisfying the above conditions,

v2wh — viwt # 0. (4.9)
To prove this we recall that ged(w;,v;) = 1 for i = 1,2, whence U%wg = v%w{ would imply that
v] = vy and wy = wy, and hence u; = ug. This would then contradict (4.5).
We now observe that once v1, v9, w1, wo are fixed then uq,us are fixed up to X¢ choices. For
indeed, fixing vy, v9, w1, we in (4.8) gives

4(1}%10{ — v%wg) = (vou1 — viug)(vouy + viug). (4.10)

The left-hand side is a nonzero integer by (4.9), so that uj, us are fixed up to X¢ choices. Thus
we obtain

Tg << W2V2XE << Z2€+4X71+€’

which is the bound given in (4.3).

4.2 Proof of Proposition 4.1: a second bound for T}

We may obtain the alternative upper bound (4.4) for T, by following the method of [HBO7], but
with the addition of certain technical considerations because in the present case the variables v;
are not restricted to be primes. Although it is easy enough to do this for general odd primes ¢
we shall confine our attention to ¢ = 3, since this is the only case we shall use.

First we consider the contribution to T3 arising from the case in which ged(wq,w2) # 1. We
write T?? for the number of 6-tuples of this type. Since each of w; and ws is a product of two
primes in the interval [Z,27) this can happen only when there is at least one prime p € [Z,27)
dividing both of w; and ws. The number of possible pairs wy, ws is thus O(Z2). We now follow
the argument of §4.1. There are O(V?) pairs v1, v2, and the factorization (4.10) shows that there
are O(X¢) possibilities for uy, us once wy, wsy, vy, vy are fixed. It follows that

T) < Z3V2X°.

From now on we assume that ged(wy,ws) = 1. For each integer 1 < § <V, we will let T3(0)
denote the contribution to T3 from triples (u1,v1,w;) and (ug, ve, we) with wi, wy coprime, such
that ged(v1,v2) = d. We will prove the following proposition.
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PROPOSITION 4.2. For each integer 1 < d <V,
T3(8) < XE(W2V236728 L v3us=3 + wve ).

From this we conclude that

\%
T3 K Tg? + ZT3((5)
6=1

;

< XE{Z?W/2 +Y WAV L vy 4 an—l)}
6=1

< XN(Z3VEH VW2 +V3U + WV)

< X(Z3V2 VW2 1 V3U),

since clearly WV < VW?2. Upon recalling the parameter definitions (3.1) this shows that
T3 < X{Z°X '+ 27X Y2+ 712X 732
This provides the second bound for 73 given in Proposition 4.1, since Z > X 1/6,

Proof of Proposition 4.2. To prove Proposition 4.2, we fix § and write v; = dy; for i = 1,2 so that
ged(yr, y2) = 1. We first isolate solutions (u1,v1,w1) and (ug,ve, w2) that contribute to T3(J)
such that y,yo satisfy a relation

Yius = yiud (4.11)
for some integers pi,pa. Given a relation of the form (4.11), we may divide both sides by
ged(p1, 12)? to obtain an equivalent relation

YEAS = ya N}
in which (A1, A2) = 1 and (y1,y2) = 1. This implies that for each i = 1,2,
y? = A3, (4.12)

This implies that y; is itself a perfect cube, say y; = s7. We recall from (4.10) that once vy, va,
w1, wy are fixed, uy,ug are fixed up to X choices. Thus we count how many vy,ve < V with
ged(vy,v9) = 6 are of the type (4.12) by noting that there are at most O((V6~1)!/3) choices for
each s;. We bound the number of choices for wy,ws trivially by O(W?), and conclude that the
contribution to T5(d) of solutions for which a relation of the form (4.11) holds is at most

<W2V235-2/3x¢, (4.13)

We now proceed to count the remaining contribution to 75(d); we may assume from now on
that no relation of the form (4.11) holds for y; and y2. Define

k = you1 + yruo. (4.14)

Note that if §, w1, w2, y1,y2 and k are fixed, then uy,us are fixed uniquely by (4.10). Thus we
will count the number of solutions wy,ws contributing to T3(d) for each fixed vy, yo, k.
Recalling the definition of y1, y2 we see that the condition (4.8) now becomes

Yt (dw) — u3) = y3 (4w —uf) £ 0,
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and since ged(y1,y2) = 1, this implies a system of congruences

dy2w? = k* (mod 1), (4.15)
42w = k% (mod 1), (4.16)
dydw? = dytws (mod k). (4.17)

We first reduce this to a similar system of congruences with square-free moduli. For ¢ = 1,2 let
q; denote the odd square-free kernel of y;, that is

= T]»

plyi
p>2

The congruence (4.15) implies that 4y3w$ = k? (mod q1). Since (4y2,q1) = 1 this congruence
may be re-written as fwif = a; (mod ¢;) for some constant a; determined by y2 and k. A similar

observation applies to (4.16). Next, we define

r:Hp

plk
p>2

to be the odd square-free kernel of k, and deduce from (4.17) an analogous congruence modulo
r. It follows that any solutions wj, ws of the system (4.15)—(4.17) must satisfy the congruences

w? = a; (mod q1), (4.18)
w3 = ay (mod ¢o), (4.19)
yaw? = yiws (mod ) (4.20)

for some constant a; determined by y2,k (mod ¢) and some constant as determined by yi,
k (mod g2).

Certainly (q1,g2) = 1. In addition, we note that (y;,7) = 1 and (y2,r) = 1. For indeed, if some
odd prime p satisfies p | k and p | y1, then by (4.14) it follows that p | u1, since by construction
(y1,92) = 1. However, by the condition v? | (4w? — u?), this would imply that p | wy, which
contradicts the fact that (v, w1) = 1. The fact that (y2,7) = 1 may be shown similarly. As a
consequence of these observations,

(@1,02) =1, (q,7) =1, (g2,7) =1 (4.21)

The next step is to note that the conditions (4.18)—(4.20) may be interpreted as lattice conditions.

LEMMA 4.3. The congruence (4.18) requires that wy lies in one of at most 3*(9V) residue classes
modulo ¢, and similarly (4.19) requires that we lies in one of at most 39(e2) residue classes
modulo qs.

Furthermore, there exists a collection of at most 3*(") lattices A; C Z? of determinant r, such
that any coprime pair (w1, ws) satisfying (4.20) must lie in A; for some i. Conversely any pair
(w1, ws) in any of the lattices A; will satisfy (4.20).

Proof. To prove this, we first consider the congruence (4.18). Fix a prime divisor p | g1; then w;
can only be a solution to (4.18) if

w? = a; (mod p). (4.22)
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There are at most three residue classes modulo p in which a solution w; to (4.22) may lie. We
may conclude that w; lies in one of at most 3*(91) residue classes modulo ¢;. A similar argument
applies to (4.19), establishing that wo may lie in at most 39(22) residue classes modulo ¢o.

We now turn to (4.20). Since (y1,7) = 1 and (w1, w2) = 1 we must have (wy,r) = 1. (Indeed,
otherwise, if we suppose p is a prime factor of both w; and r, we would see in (4.20) that p | y3w3,
but since (wi,wz) = 1 we cannot have p | wa, so we would conclude p | y;. This would in turn
contradict that fact we previously proved that (y;,7) = 1.) Using the fact that (wi,r) =1 we
see that (4.20) implies

w3z

a (mod r), (4.23)

where w = U)le_l (mod r) and a = (ygyl_l)2 (mod r) is coprime to r. Now, just as with our

analysis of (4.18), we see that there is a collection of at most 3*(") residue classes w = b; (mod ) in
which w must lie. This leads to a corresponding collection of lattice conditions wy = b;w; (mod )
which, taken together, are equivalent to (4.23). Finally we note that the resulting lattice of pairs
(w1, w2) has a basis {(1, b;), (0,7)}, so that its determinant is just . This completes the proof of
the lemma. ]

4.3 Counting lattice points

Since q1, g2, T are coprime in pairs, we may conclude from Lemma 4.3 that (w;,ws) must lie in
one of at most 3%(71)Tw(42)+w(r) attice cosets of the form (cy,co) + A, where A is a lattice with
det(A) = gi1g2r. We note that the total number of lattices is < X¢, since under the assumption
Z < X, we have v; < V K X5/2 and k < 2UV < X'1/2. We now fix one of these lattices,
which we will denote by A, and its corresponding shift (¢1,c2). Note that we may choose (c1, ¢2)
such that W < ¢; < 4W for ¢ = 1,2, since otherwise wi,ws would lie outside the desired range
W < wi,wy < 4W. We now write (z1, z2) = (w1, wa) — (c1, ¢2), and proceed to count the number
of

(z1,22) € A, |z| < 3W.

Let A1 < A2 be the successive minima of A, so that the standard Minkowski inequalities show
that det(A) < A2 < det(A) (see, for example, Davenport [Dav58, Eqn (5)]). We note that in
our particular case,

A < Vdet(A) < qgar < V3PUY2573/2, (4.24)

Here we have used the fact that ¢; < y; < V6! for i = 1,2 and hence r < k < UV§~1. Moreover,
by Lemma 1 of Davenport [Dav58|, the number of lattice points in A with |(z1, 22)| < x is (up
to a constant) at most (14 x/A1)(1 4+ x/A2). Thus the number of allowable z1, z3 in our case is

LA +W/ M)A +W/A)
<1+ W?/det(A) +W/\
<14+ W?/(qiqor) + W/ .

Thus we have

W2 w
Ty(6) < X© <1+ +), 4.25
3(9) y%k q1g2r M\ (4.25)

where we recall that g; is the odd square-free kernel of y; and for each triple y1, 72,k we take
A1 to be the smallest value from all the corresponding lattices A. Recall that 4,72 < V™! and
k < 2UV ™. Then we see that the contribution of the first term in (4.25) to T3(6) is at most

< XV3US 3. (4.26)
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The contribution to 73(9) from the second term in (4.25) is

<<XEW2( > qll>< > ;)( > i) (4.27)

y1<Vo—1! YoV 1 E<UV -1

To bound each internal sum we apply the following minor variant of [HB07, Lemma 1].

LEMMA 4.4. Given an integer k, let k* denote its odd square-free kernel. For any fixed integer
k< K,
#{k<K: k" =r} < K°.

We defer the proof of this lemma until §4.4, and merely apply it now to (4.27); for example
the first sum is bounded by

Y ae X syt oner ¥ jav

~
nave-r b Sy V<Vo-1

One may handle the second and third sums in (4.27) similarly, and deduce that the second term
in (4.25) is O(WZXE) overall. Since W2 < W2V2/35-2/3 for § < V we see that this error is
dominated by (4.13).

Finally, the contribution, say T5(d), of the third term in (4.25) may be bounded by following
the same argument as in [HB07], which we sketch for completeness. For each triple y1, 39, k, let
A be the lattice to which A; corresponds, and let (u1, ) be the shortest nonzero vector in A,
so that A; is the length of (u1, u2). Then

#{yla Y2, k}

Th(0) < X°W ,
’ 2 a2+ |2l

K142

where we count the number of y1,y9, k that generate a lattice in which (u1, p2) is a vector of
minimal length. We note by (4.24) that

1, o < V32U2573/2, (4.28)
Since (g1, p2) lies in the lattice A, then by construction

a1l s g2 | pe (4.29)

and
| (Yaps — yins), (4.30)

as described in Lemma 4.3.

We first consider the case where both puq, ue are nonzero. By (4.29), once pi, g are fixed,
they determine at most X¢ values of ¢1, ¢o and hence at most X¢ values for y1, y2 by Lemma 4.4.
If y2u3 — y3u3 is nonzero, then it determines at most X¢ values for r by (4.30) and hence at
most X¢ values for k. On the other hand, if

Y31t = yius, (4.31)

then vy, yo would satisfy a relation of the form (4.11); pairs y, y2 of this type have already been
treated, and are excluded from the contribution we are currently calculating. We therefore see
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that the contribution to T3(d) from pg, 2 both nonzero is
T <« xXw Y L
P12 lp1)? + |p2l?

To bound the sum, we begin by focusing on a fixed dyadic range

3B < /|| + |p2l? < B,

for any appropriate B > 1; we note that the restriction (4.28) implies that B < V3/2U1/2§=3/2,
There are O(B?) pairs p1, 12, each of which contribute O(B~!) to the sum. Summing over dyadic
B < V3/2U1/2573/2 therefore produces a total contribution of < XeWV3/2U1/2573/2 to T4(5).

On the other hand if j; vanishes, then there are V§~! choices for y; and O(X?%) choices
for go,7, hence O(X*¢) choices for ys, k. (In particular, (4.31) cannot occur, since it would force
p1 = p2 = 0.) Thus the contribution from these terms to T5(0) is

< XEVwe! > Iulz! < XSvwel.
po<LV3/2U1/25-3/2
The case where p9o vanishes may be treated by an analogous argument. We may conclude that
T3(8) < XS(WV32U25=32 L ywsh.
Combining this with the contributions (4.13) and (4.26) shows that
T3(8) < XE(W2V23672/3 L v3us=2 + wv32ut/26—3/2 L v,
Since

WV3/2UL/25-3/2 — {WQ}I/Q{V3U(5*3}1/2
< {W2V2/35_2/3}1/2{V3U5_3}1/2

for & <V, the third term above is dominated by the first two, so that Proposition 4.2 follows. O

4.4 Proof of Lemma 4.4
We now prove Lemma 4.4, in the following more general form. Given any finite set P of primes
(possibly empty), let

kP) =[] »

plk
pgP

Consider the set {k < K : k(P) = s} for a fixed positive integer k. The set is empty unless k < K
is square-free and satisfies (, HpeP p) = 1, which we now assume. Then for any n > 0,

(k<K : k(P) = k} < i (ka)n
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Setting A(n) = >"o2 ;27" we then see that
#{k<K:k(P)=r} < K"A(n w(R)+#P < KnA(n)(#PH)w(n)_
Upon recalling that w(k) < (log 3k)(loglog 3x)~! and k < K we may conclude that
#{k < K : k(P) = k} <, K#PH2n

for any n > 0, which proves Lemma 4.4. O

5. Average of hy(—d)

We now turn to applications of the key propositions. We first apply Proposition 2.1 to derive a
nontrivial upper bound for the average of hy(—d). Fix a dyadic region X < d < 2X and assume
that X%/ (29 < Z < X. Then Proposition 2.1 implies that

> h(-d) < Xs{Xl/Q#E(Z; X)+ X327 L4 X277 N Sy(d; Z)}.
X<d<2X X<d<2X
d¢E(Z;X)

We apply the upper bound (2.1) to the exceptional set E(Z; X) and Proposition 2.3 to the
average of Sy(d; Z) to conclude that

> h(—d) < XHXPPZT 4 X + 21}
X<d<2X

It is optimal to choose Z = X3/(26+2) regulting in

Z hg(—d) <<X3/2_3/(2€+2)+8.
X<d<2X

Summing over O(log X) dyadic intervals to cover the full range 0 < d < X then yields the result
of Theorem 1.1.

6. Higher moments of hy(—d)
We now consider higher moments. For any odd prime ¢, define for any real H > 1 the set
Ay(H; X)) ={X <d<2X : hy(—d) > H},
with corresponding counting function
Ne(H; X) = #A¢(H; X).
We also define for any %Xl/% < Z < X the set
AVH,Z; X) ={X <d < 2X : hy(—d) > H\E(Z; X),

where E(Z;X) is as usual the exceptional set provided by Proposition 2.1. We define the
corresponding counting function

N{(H,Z; X) = #A}(H, Z; X).
We note that for any fixed choice of Z in the above range,

No(H; X) < #E(Z; X))+ N)(H,Z; X) < X° + N)(H, Z; X). (6.1)
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6.1 The case £ =3
Restricting to the case ¢ = 3, we see that (1.4) implies that

N3(H; X) < XHL. (6.2)

We also note that Az(H; X) is empty by (1.2) unless H < X/3%¢ for some small € > 0. In general
we have the following.

PROPOSITION 6.1. For 1 < H < X/3+e,
N3(H; X) < X5(X'V2 4+ XTPH719),

Proof. To prove this we consider A3(H, Z; X) with the choice Z = X 1/2+2e =1 note in particular
Z > XY/6 when H < X/3+¢. Moreover we will have

hs(—d) > H > d'/**¢ 771
for all d in AY(H, Z; X), whence Proposition 2.1 shows that
hs(—d) < d“/?**¢Z27285(d; Z).
We therefore have
S3(d; Z) > d~ V2?72 Z2h3(—d) > X~V27 2 22h3(—d) > X~ V2< 72 H,
for all d € AY(H, Z; X). This leads to the bound

NY(H; X)XV 220 < Y Ss(diZ)* < Y Ss(d; 2)%.
deAY(H,Z;X) X<d<2X
We can now apply the case £ = 3 of Proposition 2.4 to obtain
NY(H,Z; X)(X Y22 22H)? < XS{Z2X1/? 712X 32
so that
NY(H, Z; X) < XseH—2{Z—2X3/2 i ZSX—1/2} < Xlgs{X1/2 +X7/2H_10}
in view of our choice of Z. This is sufficient to prove Proposition 6.1, by (6.1). O

Proof of Theorem 1.2. We may now derive Theorem 1.2 from Proposition 6.1. It will suffice to
consider a dyadic range X < d < 2X. Then

o oha(-df < > > hy(—a)f

X<d<2X HX1/3+¢ X<d<2X
dyadic H<h3(—d)<2H

< Y Ns(H;X)(2H)R.

H<X1/3+5
dyadic

In view of (6.2) we have
N3(H; X)(2H)" < XH"1.

On the other hand, Proposition 6.1 yields
Ns(H; X)(2H)* < X5(X'/2HF + X712 gF—10),
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In particular for £ = 4 we deduce that
N3(H; X)(2H)* < X°min{XH?3 X'?H* + X7/2H~}

< Xmin{ X H3, X2H*} + min{ X H® X"/2H~5}.

For H <X 1/3+€ the first term is at most
X1/2H4 < X11/6+4E

while the second term is at most

{XH3}2/3{X7/2H—6}1/3 — X11/6.
It follows that N3(H; X)(2H)* < X™/6+4 whence

Z h3(_d)4 < X11/6+5€.
X<d<2X
This suffices to prove Theorem 1.2. |
As noted in the introduction, one can deduce estimates for other moments from the fourth

moment. The reader may check that a direct application of the methods of this section to the
general moment only reproduces these consequences of the special case k = 4.

6.2 The case £ > 5
We now consider the kth moment of hy(—d) for primes ¢ > 5 and any real k > 1. By Corollary 2.2
we see that

Ny(H; X) < X° if H > X121/

We also record the trivial bound
Ny(H; X) < X, (6.3)

valid for all H. In addition, we claim the following.
PROPOSITION 6.2. For any prime £ > 3 and 1 < H < X1/2-1/20+¢
Ny(H; X) < X5(XH ™' 4 X2g=— (1),
With Proposition 6.2 in hand, we will prove the following.
PROPOSITION 6.3. For any prime ¢ > 5 and any real number k > 1,

Z hg(—d)k < XU+€,
X<d<2X

where
o = max{o, 02,03}

0—2
01_1+k<2£+2>’
0-1 (-1
02:1+k( - >_< - )
k

o3 = —.

2

and
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We note that the maximum is o in the range 1 < k < (¢2 — 1)/(2¢ — 1); it is o9 in the range
(2 -1)/(2¢ —1) < k < f+1; and it is o3 for k > £+ 1. This leads immediately to the statement
of Theorem 1.5. We note that Proposition 6.2 does not imply any new results in the case of
hs(—d).

Proof of Proposition 6.2. The proof of Proposition 6.2 follows similar lines to that of
Proposition 6.1. As before we set Z = XY/2t22 =1 o that Z > XY@ for H < X1/2-1/(20+¢
We deduce that

So(d; Z) > d= Y272 22 hy(=d) > X~ V272 22 hy(—d) > X ~V/?2 7% H,
again under the assumption that d € AY(H, Z; X). As a result,

NY(H,Z; X)X P 22H < Y Sld;2) < Y. Sild; Z).
deAY(H,Z;Z) X<d<2X

Upon applying Proposition 2.3 we obtain
NH,Z; X)X Y?=72H « X*(Z2XY/? 4 72 x1/2),
so that
NOH,Z;X) < X®2(XH ' + 2 H™Y) < XCP20(Xx g1 4 X2~ (D),
upon recalling the choice of Z. This is sufficient to prove Proposition 6.2, by (6.1). O

Proof of Proposition 6.3. We turn finally to Proposition 6.3, for which we initially fix any real
number k > 1. We have already observed that Ny(H; X) < X°¢ if

X1/271/(2€)+5 < H < ){1/24’67

which shows that for such H,
Ny(H; X)H* < X%/, (6.4)

Thus we now instead assume that
H < X1/2-1/@0+e, (6.5)
Then by the trivial bound (6.3) and Proposition 6.2 we have

N[(H,X)Hk <<X8min{XHk"XHk—1 _I_Xf/QHk‘—f—l}
< XS(XHF ' + min{ X H* X*/2H*t1}).

Under (6.5), the first term is < X?2. As long as k < ¢ + 1, the second term is largest when
XHF = X241 namely when

H = X(Z—2)/(2€+2) — X1/2_3/(2£+2).
We may conclude that if k < ¢+ 1 and H < XV/271/20+¢ then
Ny(H; X)H* < X°(X + X?),
with the notation of Proposition 6.3. On the other hand, if &k > ¢ + 1 then
XU2ERT < XU R < XU (X)L — xR 2,
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Thus N,(H; X)H* < X¢(X2 + X*/2) in this case; note that the second term dominates in the
range k > ¢ + 1. To conclude, we have

Ny(H; X)H* < X°(X' 4 X2 4 X3) (6.6)

for all £ > 1.
Combining (6.4) and (6.6) shows that

Yo oh(-dfF < ) > h(=d)

X<d<2X Hex1/2+e  X<d<2X
dyadic H<hy(—d)<2H

< Y. Nu(H;X)(2H)

H<<X1/2+£
dyadic

< X(XO 4 X2 4 X3).

We note that k/2 < max{o, 092} in the range k < £ + 1. This proves Proposition 6.3, and hence
Theorem 1.5. U

The reader may verify that a similar computation based on Proposition 2.4 yields no
improvements.
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