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Some of the quantitative data provided
could have been better presented in tables
and figures rather than as currently hidden
within long paragraphs of text. The quality
of the maps could be better, although the
photographs are useful.

Despite the fact that the book is rooted
in North American case studies it could be
a practical guide for conservation scientists
and practitioners, transportation professio-
nals or anyone interested in studying ef-
fects of highways and/or attempting to
address the problem with appropriate sol-
utions. The book successfully takes the
reader from laying out the problem to
feasible solutions.

In developing nations there is an urgent
need for informed developmental planning
that is integrated and based on the conser-
vation needs of wildlife. Road projects find
greater public support and political patron-
age than wildlife concerns. This book should
inform and inspire new efforts in road ecol-
ogy. If it helps address wildlife concerns in
the planning, design and implementation of
highway construction projects, the goals of
this book will be worthily met.

SanjaY Gussr Wildlife Conservation Society—-
India Program, 1669, 16th Main, 31st Cross,
Banashankari 2nd Stage, Bengalooru 560 070,
India. E-mail gubbi@wcsindia.org

World Atlas of Mangroves by Mark Spald-
ing, Mami Kainuma and Lorna Collins
(2010), 336 pp., Earthscan, London, UK. ISBN
9781844076574 (hbk), GBP 65.00

The preface of the World Atlas of Man-
groves states that it aims to present up to
date information on the distribution and
status of mangroves to ‘as wide an audience
as possible’ and strengthen the case for
mangrove conservation. I think that the
authors have succeeded in doing this, giving
an accessible and detailed account of these
important ecosystems from an ecological,
social and geographical perspective.

From a conservation perspective the
need for a book like this is evident: man-
groves have suffered serious losses in the
past, although formal protection and
awareness of their value is now improving.
Their global distribution also makes them
significant, with mangrove forests found in
the coastal zones of over 120 countries
worldwide, providing food, building mate-
rials and protection to millions of people
and a home to large numbers of threatened
species of plants and animals.

Chapter one provides a detailed intro-
duction to the ecology of individual man-
grove species and to the ecosystem as
a whole. This chapter covers a lot of basic
information, from mangrove distribution
and biogeography to productivity statistics
and brief descriptions of some of the species
commonly found in these ecosystems. The
authors consider the importance of man-
grove forests at various scales, including their
role in global carbon cycles and on a local
scale supporting threatened and endemic
species. The photographs included with this
section are particularly useful in demonstrat-
ing the specific adaptations and diversity of
organisms in mangrove ecosystems.

The authors have dedicated chapter two
to mangroves and people, a welcome addi-
tion to the book and one that helps to
highlight their significance and need for
protection in a different context. This
chapter covers both the historical and
contemporary values associated with man-
grove ecosystems. Examples of the local use
of mangrove products from several coun-
tries are included. The impact that humans
have on mangroves is also considered and
a box focusing on the effects of climate
change nicely summarises recent work on
this subject.

As the title would suggest, maps of the
world’s mangrove forests make up a large
part of the rest of the book and chapter
three gives some background informa-
tion on their development. The work of
institutions such as the UN Environment
Programme-World Conservation Moni-
toring Centre, and the Food and Agricul-
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ture Organization of the UN was used to
update the maps from the original 1997
World Mangrove Atlas and this has resulted
in detailed global, regional and national
mangrove maps. The following 10 chapters
focus on different regions and each begins
with a full page regional distribution map.
The ecology and values of mangroves in
each country are then discussed in more
detail. The country maps are likely to be of
the most use to practitioners as they also
show the overlap between mangrove forests
and marine and terrestrial protected areas.
Boxes focusing on mangrove conservation
and local importance are included for some
countries and these help to give depth to the
otherwise more general country informa-
tion. The case studies chosen are interesting
and varied, with the only downside being
that there are so few, with several regions
having none at all.

The annexes provide further informa-
tion on individual mangrove species and
a breakdown of mangrove statistics by
country. The species profiles are particu-
larly useful from a conservation perspec-
tive, with many accompanied by a detailed
range map and botanical line drawings to
aid identification. These are not included
for all species and I think this should be
a priority for future work on this subject as
this information would be particularly use-
ful for those working in the field.

As the authors intended, the World
Atlas of Mangroves is likely to be of use
to a wide range of people. A lot of in-
formation is included but the language used
is accessible for a non-expert reader whilst
remaining scientific. The photographs that
accompany the text illustrate the subjects
well. Some of the more general information
will be an excellent introduction to the
subject for anybody researching mangroves,
and the in-depth maps and species’ profiles
will be a useful resource for conservation
practitioners.

AMmy HINSLEY Fauna & Flora International,

Jupiter House, Station Road, Cambridge, CB1
2JD, UK. E-mail amy.hinsley@fauna-flora.org
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