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COMPLETEDSUICIDES:PRE-ANDPOST·WAR
DIFFERENCES

~O. Sekulic-Bartos,S. Selakovic-Bursic
lnstttiu« a/NellTatagy. PsychUltry rwl MtlllalHealth,
Hajduk VebJkova 3. NovlSad.VoJvodillll, F.R.Yugoslavia

The objectiveof this presentationwillbe to determinewhether
the risein suiciderates in Vojvodinawas influenced bydramatic
events in former Yugoslavia.

A psychological autopsywas conductedfor suicidescorrmitted in
1993and1994 in Vojvodina. Tbe resultswere thencorrpared to
those ora similarstudydone in 1980. 'Three kindsof data were
compared:socio-demographic (18 items),psychopalbological (27
items)andsuicide-related (9 items).

The resultsshowedlbat in the post-war periodthere was a
significant increasein the numberof rren andretiredpeople in the
age range of SO to 70. For 48% of these theireconomicsituation
was barelyadequateand for 21% totallyinadequate. A
significantly smaller numberof subjectswere psychopharma
cologically treated, Amongpsychiatric disorders. therewas a
significant increasein cases of nonloxicomanic alcoholism and
depressive reactions,

Contraryto expectationactual war experience contributedlillie to
increasedsuiciderate. but socio-economic factorsappearedto be
dominantin generating suicidein the post-warperiod.
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At the beginning, the authors present theiractivities in the field
of substanceabuse, preventionandtrealmCnt at the SpecialHos
pital for Neurological DiseasesandPost-traumaticConditions. Stari
Slankam:n. Patientsin the hospitalare casualtiesandinvalid
disabledveteransin the formerYugoslavia. The authorspresent
their activitiesin the educationof hospitalstaff in Post-traumatic
Stress Disorder (PTSD) research,diagnosisandtrealmCnt
of substanceabuseanddependence. 11leydescribethe use of
group psychotherapy in rehabilitation andgiveanevaluationof
the first psychotherapy group work form:d in 1993 The authors
also present theirprogrammeof the psycho-social rehabilitation of
invaliddisabledveteranswithsubstanceabuseproblems. 11le
prograrnm: willdevelopinto. networkof specialised institutions
whose staff willbe trainedto work with this specific population
throughout Yugoslavia.
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