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THE ETERNAL NOW, by Paul Tillich; S.C.M., 16s.

If Tillich is remembered in the future as more than the latest member of the
traditions of liberal theology begun in the nineteenth century it will perhaps be
not so much for his constructive theologising in works such as Systematic Theo-
logy or for what appears to me an extremely muddled assault on the questions ot
ontology, but rather for the books of sermons such as The Shaking of "&
Foundations. This book is another brief collection of sermons preached by Tillicfl
on various occasions, and although it lacks the power of its predecessors it is not
without value. (It is interesting to find that if one attacks Tillich in a discussioP
with one of his disciples he will usually last-ditch with Tillich's sermons: 1
suspect that a great deal is taken on trust in his other works because they display
some of those qualities which make his sermons of value; qualities which I shall
attempt to describe.)

These sermons are different from most sermons, and perhaps should not really
be described as sermons at all: they are not primarily the exposition of a textt
or the preaching of the gospel, but rather a descriptive analysis of the situation
of a contemporary Christian in a world which is largely non-Christian—*
Christian who is not prepared merely to ignore that world and our knowledge oi
it, but yet sees it as a world in which it is extremely difficult to discern the wo#"
ings of God. 'Could it be that in order to judge the misuse of his name with111

the church God reveals himself from time to time by creating silence about
himselfi' Even those sermons which are most explicitly concerned with G°"
come far closer to describing the situation of the believer than to actually talking
about God.

Perhaps because of this it might be better, however bold it may seem, not to
regard Tillich as a theologian at all, and to regard his writings as far closer to
spiritual biography than anything else: I think that those people who regard
Tillich as an atheist have totally misjudged him, but I think that it is extremely
difficult to regard his works as offering a positive account of what God is. a^e

take these writings not so much to be sermons as phenomenological analyses o
the situation of the man who is to be addressed by a sermon, we shall then see
their value, not as theology but as the raw material with which theology m l i s

be concerned.
HOGER WHITE

SUNDAY MASS BOOK; Liturgical Press, Collegeville, Minnesota. $0.85.

The writers call this an 'in-between missal' suitable for the older boy or p*
(8-12 s) who has outgrown the simple mass book of the small child and yet1S

not capable of understanding the language of the adult missal. Recent work na

tended to focus attention on the needs of the young child or the adolescent s
that the spiritual needs of this middle group have been rather neglected. Group
activity and loyalty are characteristic behaviour-patterns of this age, and tni
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• 2?j?e ™ natural growth ought to have its counterpart in religious development,
iais is the time when the child can begin to recognise himself as a member of the
People of God, provided that he is encouraged to participate fully in the central
act of worship—the eucharistic meal. But there can be no such participation
without understanding, and no religious instruction at home or in school is an
adequate substitute for a mass book intelligible to the child. In this respect the

sal is strikingly successful. The language has been simplified, prayers short-
ed, epistles and gospels modified to make them meaningful to the child, and

*" *& such a masterly way that the essential meaning has been retained. Full
participation is possible because all the mass is here with the whoje of the proper
°r each Sunday and the major feasts rather than just the epistles and gospels,
^e layout is clear and the illustrations unusually good.
*• he whole approach of the authors is realistic and not patronising: the child is

eated with respect and as an intelligent person. Both the notes on the mass and
" ^ suggestions for daily prayers are offered as helpful ideas, not as authoritative

*nrnands nor as pious exhortations. The scriptural basis for the liturgy is
phasised not only by giving the correct reference for each part of the proper
by including relevant quotations in each note on the liturgical seasons.

, t is quite usual for a child's missal to have an appendix on daily prayer. Here
a most unusual and excellent feature as the prayers are taken from the daily

. ce and include psalms for each day of the week. The preamble to this section
Valuable as it links the child's prayers with those of the whole Church,

ne last two sections of the book deal with penance and the way of the cross.
e prayers of the former are too long and emotional for a child's elementary

1 tt ^ b O n Or"penitence, and there seems no justification for the inclusion of the
r. Neither of these parts are of the high standard of the rest of the book and

s«rns a pity that they were included.

ne might suggest that this is an 'in-between missal' in that it is suitable for
terval between the publication of the constitution on the sacred liturgy
complete implementation. It is excellent for use in parishes untouched by

^cal reform—and many such still exist—but it is not completely satisfactory
fe\vT ^alogue mass is celebrated as the mass is printed in English with only a
^ ™* responses included. However, even then, many children will find the
oj. . eiUence caused by using a mass card in conjunction with the missal is

y outweighed by the intrinsic advantages of this mass book.
MARY BROGAN

AND APOSTOLIC, by Adrian Hastings; Darton, Longman and Todd, 30s.

also in °k ^ ^ e a r ^ and wonderful, both in the fact of its appearance at all, and
* the 6- t°>le an<* m a n n e r °f ite contents. If it has in fact grown over many years
rePetiti n t e t S m " 1 ^ ' o n e m a y understand and even sympathise with the constant

°ns and the confusion of its style. But why was it ever written, and why
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