
Civd Tonguej and
Polite Letters in
British America
David S. Shields
"Brilliantly recovers the disap-
peared world of eighteenth-
century belles lettres as a set of
performances at coffeehouses,
private societies, literary salons,
clubs, colleges, balls, and gaming
tables. . . . Permanently changes
our understanding of eighteenth-
century literary history and offers
a powerful account of the fate of
social pleasure in American cul-
ture."— Jay Fliegelman, Stanford
University

"Learned and elegant, [the book]
illuminates the world in which a
provincial elite constituted
sociability and in the process
defined themselves." — Mary
Kelley, Dartmouth College

Approx. 424 pp.
$49.95 cloth/$17.95 paper
Published for the Omohundro
Institute of Early American History
and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia

New in paper

Law, Land, and Family
Aristocratic Inheritance in
England, 1300 to 1800

Eileen Spring

"[A] lively and combative book.
. . . It will be quite impossible for
social or legal historians in the
future to ignore the arguments
presented here; the subject will
never be quite the same again,
and that is a real achievement."
— Timed Literary Supplement
"A highly original and provocative
book which overturns a great deal
of accepted wisdom, with implica-
tions for legal, family, and women's
history." — Continuity and Change
212 pp. $16.95 paper
A 1995 Choice Outstanding
Academic Book
Studies in Legal History

at bookstores or
by toll-tree order
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