
Dans l’ensemble, Theviot dresse un portrait mitigé du rôle que joue les « big data » en polit-
ique française : « les machines, croisant une masse de données incroyable, ne remplacent pas la
stratégie politique et donc le conseil politique » (175–176). Pour elle, cette efficacité tant vantée
n’est pas à la hauteur des pouvoirs prédictifs que plusieurs lui attribuent. Jusqu’ici, elle ne con-
state pas de révolution des pratiques électorales dans l’Hexagone.

L’ouvrage, bien rédigé et agréable à lire, atteint les objectifs énoncés. En plus d’être une
bonne introduction au sujet, il présente un panorama bien documenté de l’utilisation des
données à des fins électorales.

Certes, les détails méthodologiques demeurent limités. Il aurait été intéressant de joindre en
annexe les informations sur la sélection des participants aux entretiens et la méthode d’analyse.
Soulignons aussi que l’ouvrage, essentiellement descriptif, aurait sans doute bénéficié d’un
cadre théorique mieux défini permettant de contextualiser les pratiques étudiées tout en don-
nant une portée plus explicative à la démarche de l’auteure.

En revanche, l’utilisation judicieuse des entretiens contribuent réellement à l’argumentaire.
La mise en parallèle du discours des prestataires de services avec celui des utilisateurs permet de
porter un regard inédit sur la stratégie politique « orientée données » en France.

Trois éléments appuient la pertinence de ce livre. D’abord, c’est sans doute l’ouvrage fran-
cophone le plus complet à ce jour portant sur les campagnes de données. Ensuite, il offre une
occasion de valider les observations faites en contexte étasunien, dominant dans la discipline.
Sa lecture en parallèle à d’autres travaux comme Presidential Campaigning in the Internet Age
(Stromer-Galley, 2019) s’avère particulièrement instructive, permettant la comparaison de
l’évolution des campagnes numériques au niveau présidentiel. Finalement, plusieurs observa-
tions de Theviot représentent des avenues de recherche prometteuses. C’est le cas notamment
des facteurs qu’elle identifie comme des freins à l’adoption de stratégies électorales basées sur
les données. Elle parle entre autres des « pesanteurs partisanes » et autres chasses gardées typ-
iques des partis traditionnels ainsi que de leurs élites, souvent réfractaires aux changements.
Théviot nous offre ici quelques pistes intéressantes à explorer.
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In Canada and the Ethics of Constitutionalism, Sam LeSelva builds on a long series of his pub-
lications exploring the normative foundations and consequences of Canada’s institutional and
constitutional development to give us the culmination of that work in an extraordinary com-
parative analysis of American, British and Canadian constitutionalism. His analysis introduces
a new concept into our thinking about constitutions: constitutional faith. Each of the three
countries has had an enduring belief in its constitutional destiny. The American faith is in
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the self-evident truths about liberty. The British have believed in the inherent goodness of the
sovereignty of Parliament. The Canadian faith is in the accommodation of diversity. Ironically,
though the slowest to form, the Canadian constitutional faith is now the firmest, while the
British, despite being the oldest, now seems to be the most severely challenged of the three.
I think that the outcome of the 2020 US election, which occurred long after LaSelva finished
his book, would confirm his view that Americans’ constitutional faith is not as broken as the
British.

The book is not structured chronologically. It is not an exercise in constitutional history.
Each chapter examines the moral debates that have gone on in Britain, the United States
and Canada, as each country grappled with the same basic constitutional issue—be it the legit-
imacy of judges in a democracy making decisions about fundamental rights, the limits of free
speech, the relative merit of a melting pot or mosaic response to immigration, or secession.
LaSelva’s data are the works of each country’s most celebrated political and constitutional writ-
ers and thinkers, including seminal decisions of their judges.

LaSelva packs an enormous amount of constitutional literature into each chapter. Some
might find such richness difficult to digest. The author does not pick favourites—he includes
writers, politicians and judges who were on the losing side of history. Goldwin Smith, for exam-
ple, who happily prophesied Canada’s absorption into the US, gets as much coverage as Donald
Creighton, who abhorred such a possibility. LaSelva has an exceptional gift for extracting from
a lengthy work or judicial decision its most telling words. Sometimes the words he quotes are
not what one was expecting. For instance, from the decision of Lord Sankey, the British judge
who wrote the opinion in the 1930 Edwards case that women were persons and could therefore
be senators, it is not Sankey’s idea that the constitution must be treated as a living tree that he
quotes but his admiration for Canadians’ capacity for compromise. He admired Confederation
as “based upon a consideration of the rights of others and expressed in a compromise which
will remain a lasting monument to the political genius of Canadian statesmen” (221).

La Selva does have a favourite political philosopher—Montesquieu. In his preface, following
the lead of Isaiah Berlin, LaSelva lauds Montesquieu for his empirical method and, above all,
as a thinker not obsessed by a single principle. His admiration for Montesquieu lays the normative
groundwork for his argument about compromise as the defining characteristic of Canadian con-
stitutional practice. Canadian readers may question whether compromise and diversity can pro-
vide a positive enough faith to withstand the regional disaffections that persist in our politics.

Canada and the Ethics of Constitutionalism is first and foremost a book I would recommend
to readers of well-written nonfiction, not only in Canada but also in the United States. It’s a
book that is so full of ideas and insights that it is best read slowly. I found myself spending
time after each chapter mulling over its contents. As for its academic audience, let me stress
that it would be a mistake to consign its readership to any level of the educational system.
This is a book than can be as interesting and accessible for a high school class as for a graduate
seminar or an undergraduate class. But it is best used in small chunks. There are chapters—for
instance, the one on secession and identity—that have enough in them to be the primary
reading for a year’s course.

Even great books like this one could be better. I was surprised that missing from LaSelva’s
discussion of books that make an important contribution to one of his subjects is Garth
Stevenson’s Building Nations from Diversity: Canadian and American Experience Compared.
On the other hand, I could have done with a little less of the British writer A.V. Dicey, who
keeps turning up in every chapter, sometimes with little to offer. Finally, I question why
LaSelva does not consider treaty federalism as the answer to his difficulty in reconciling
Aboriginal self-government with Canada’s sovereignty. In a sovereign state such as Canada,
the power to govern can be exercised by the independent governments of provinces and people
sharing power for common purposes with an independent central government.
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